
First Sunday after Pentecost Trinity Sunday, May 31, 2015

The Collect:

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of

a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine 

Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last 

to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live 

and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8 taken from the Message (MSG)

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master sitting on a throne - high, exalted!—and 

the train of his robes filled the Temple. Angel-seraphs hovered above him, each with six 

wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two their feet, and with two they flew. 

And they called back and forth one to the other, Holy, Holy, Holy is God-of-the-Angel-Armies. 

His bright glory fills the whole earth. The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel 

voices, and then the whole house filled with smoke. 

I said, “Doom! It’s Doomsday! I’m as good as dead! Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted 

-blasphemous even! And the people I live with talk the same way, using words that corrupt 

and desecrate. And here I’ve looked God in the face! The King! God-of-the-Angel-Armies!”

Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a live coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. He touched my mouth with the coal and said,

“Look. This coal has touched your lips. Gone your guilt, your sins wiped out.” 

And then I heard the voice of the Master: “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?”

I spoke up, “I’ll go. Send me!”

The Word of the Lord

The psalm for today is: Psalm 29

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * the Lord is upon the 

mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.



The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * and strips the forests bare.

And in the temple of the Lord * all are crying, “Glory!”

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

The Lord shall give strength to his people; * the Lord shall give his people the blessing of 

peace.

Epistle: Romans 8:12-17 taken from Modern English Version (MEV)

Therefore, brothers, we are debtors not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you 

live according to the flesh, you will die, but if through the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live.

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. For you have not 

received the spirit of slavery again to fear. But you have received the Spirit of adoption, by 

whom we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirits that we are the 

children of God, and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified with Him.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 3:1-17 taken from Names of God Bible (NOG)

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Jewish council. He came to Jesus one night

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that God has sent you as a teacher. No one can perform 

the miracles you perform unless God is with him.”

Jesus replied to Nicodemus, “I can guarantee this truth: No one can see the kingdom of God 

without being born from above.”

Nicodemus asked him, “How can anyone be born when he’s an old man? He can’t go back 

inside his mother a second time to be born, can he?”



Jesus answered Nicodemus, “I can guarantee this truth: No one can enter the kingdom of 

God without being born of water and the Spirit. Flesh and blood give birth to flesh and blood, 

but the Spirit gives birth to things that are spiritual. Don’t be surprised when I tell you that all 

of you must be born from above. The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 

you don’t know where the wind comes from or where it’s going. That’s the way it is with 

everyone born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus replied, “How can that be?”

Jesus told Nicodemus, “You’re a well-known teacher of Israel. Can’t you understand this? I 

can guarantee this truth: We know what we’re talking about, and we confirm what we’ve seen.

Yet, you don’t accept our message. If you don’t believe me when I tell you about things on 

earth, how will you believe me when I tell you about things in heaven? No one has gone to 

heaven except the Son of Man, who came from heaven.

“As Moses lifted up the snake on a pole in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up. 

Then everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.”

God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him will 

not die but will have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 

but to save the world.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: Boniface, Bishop, Missionary and Martyr is celebrated on June 5th

Wynfrith, nicknamed Boniface ("good deeds"), was born around 680 near Crediton in 

Devonshire, England. When he was five, he listened to some monks who were staying at his 

father's house. They had returned from a mission to the pagans on the continent, and 

Boniface was so impressed by them that he resolved to follow their example. Although his 

father had intended him for a secular career, he gave way to his son's desires and sent him at

the age of seven to a monastery school. He eventually became director of the school at 



Nursling, in Winchester, where he wrote the first Latin grammar in England, and gave lectures

that were widely copied and circulated. 

At thirty, he was ordained and set out to preach in Friesland (part of modern Holland), where 

he was soon expelled because of war between its heathen king and Charles Martel of France.

Boniface, after a brief withdrawal, went into Hesse and Bavaria, having secured the support of

the Pope and of Charles Martel for his work there. In Hesse, in the presence of a large crowd 

of pagans, he cut down the Sacred Oak of Geismar, a tree of immense age and girth, sacred 

to the god Thor. It is said that after only a few blows of his axe, the tree tottered and crashed 

to the ground, breaking into four pieces and revealing itself to be rotted away within. It was 

the beginning of a highly successful missionary effort, and the planting of a vigorous Christian

church in Germany, where Boniface was eventually consecrated bishop. He asked the 

Christian Saxons of England to support his work among their kinsmen on the continent, and 

they responded with money, books, supplies, and above all, with a steady supply of monks to 

assist him in teaching and preaching. 

Boniface did not confine his attentions to Germany. He worked to establish cooperation 

between the Pope and others in Italy on the one hand and Charles and his successors in 

France on the other. He persuaded Carloman and Pepin, the sons of Charles, to call synods 

for the reform of the church in their territories. He never forgot his initial failure in Friesland, 

and in old age resigned as bishop and returned to work there. Many had been converted 

earlier by Willibrord (another Saxon missionary from England), but had lapsed after his death.

Boniface preached among them with considerable success. On June 5, the eve of Pentecost, 

in 754, he was preparing a group for confirmation when they were attacked and killed by 

heathen warriors. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, you called your faithful servant Boniface to be a witness and 

martyr in Germany, and by his labor and suffering you raised up a people for your own 

possession: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon your Church in every land, that by the service and 

sacrifice of many your holy Name may be glorified and your kingdom enlarged; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one god, for ever and ever. 

Amen.


