
Third Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, June 14, 2015

The Collect: Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that 

through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 from New Living Translation NLT

Then Samuel went home to Ramah (Ray-muh), and Saul returned to his house at Gibeah 

(Gih-b-aw) of Saul. Samuel never went to meet with Saul again, but he mourned constantly 

for him. And the LORD was sorry he had ever made Saul king of Israel.

Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him 

as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse

who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.”

But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

“Take a heifer with you,” the LORD replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to 

the LORD. Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.”

So Samuel did as the LORD instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 

came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in peace?”

“Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Purify yourselves and come with 

me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice, too.

When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab (ee-LAI-ab) and thought, “Surely this is the 

LORD’s anointed!”

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected 

him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward 



appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

Then Jesse told his son Abinadab (uh-BIHN-uh-dab) to step forward and walk in front of 

Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the LORD has chosen.” Next Jesse summoned 

Shimea (shi-me-aw), but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the LORD has chosen.” In the 

same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you 

have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and 

goats.”

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.”

So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes.

And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint him.”

So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought

and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David from 

that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah (Ray-muh).

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 20

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, * the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;

Send you help from his holy place * and strengthen you out of Zion;

Remember all your offerings * and accept your burnt sacrifice;

Grant you your heart’s desire * and prosper all your plans.

We will shout for joy at your victory and triumph in the Name of our God; * may the Lord grant 

all your requests.

Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; * he will answer him out of his holy 

heaven, with the victorious strength of his right hand.



Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * but we will call upon the Name of the 

Lord our God.

They collapse and fall down, * but we will arise and stand upright.

O Lord, give victory to the king * and answer us when we call.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10,14-17 from New Revised Standard Version Anglicised

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord - for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and 

we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at 

home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the 

judgement seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in 

the body, whether good or evil.

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 

therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 

new!

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 from Revised Standard Version RSV

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed upon the ground, and 

should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he knows not how.

The earth produces of itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But 

when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use 

for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of 



all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,

and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 15 we celebrate the life of Evelyn Underhill a writer on mysticism 

and theology. Underhill was born in 1850 and grew up in London. Her friends included 

Laurence Housman (a poet and brother of the poet A E Housman) and Sarah Bernhardt (an 

actress), and Baron Friedrich von Huegel, a writer on theology and mysticism. Largely under 

his guidance, she embarked on a life of reading, writing, meditation, and prayer. From her 

studies and experience she produced a series of books on contemplative prayer. 

Miss Underhill taught that the life of contemplative prayer is not just for monks and nuns, but 

can be the life of any Christian who is willing to undertake it. She also taught that modern 

psychological theory, far from being a threat to contemplation, can fruitfully be used to 

enhance it. In her later years, she spent a great deal of time as a lecturer and retreat director. 

She died on June 15, 1941. 

Let us pray: O God, Origin, Sustainer, and End of all your creatures; Grant that your Church, 

taught by your servant Evelyn Underhill, guarded evermore by your power, and guided by 

your Spirit into the light of truth, may continually offer to you all glory and thanksgiving and 

attain with your saints to the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have promised by our

Savior Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen
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