
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 21, 2015

The Collect: O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you

never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your 

loving kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 17: 32-49 from The Voice

David told Saul, don’t let anyone be frightened because of that man. I am your servant, and I 

will go and fight with him.

Saul responded, you can’t fight the Philistine. You’re only a youth, and he has been a warrior 

since his childhood.

I work as a shepherd for my father. Whenever a lion or a bear has come and attacked one of 

my lambs, I have gone after it and struck it down to rescue the lamb from the predator’s 

mouth; if it turned to attack me, I would take it by the chin, beat it, and kill it. I have killed both 

a lion and a bear; and as your servant I will kill this uncircumcised Philistine, too, since he has

dared to taunt the armies of the living God. The Eternal One, who saved me from the paw of 

the lion and the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.

Go then, and may the Eternal One be with you! So Saul outfitted David in the king’s own 

armor: a bronze helmet to protect his head and a coat of mail. David strapped on Saul’s 

sword outside the armor and then discovered he could not move because he was not used to 

the armor.

I’m not used to these things. I can’t even walk? So he removed Saul’s armor.

He took his staff in his hand and went to the stream to choose five smooth stones, which he 

kept in a pouch in his shepherd’s bag. He had his sling ready as he approached the Philistine.

The Philistine, with his shield-bearer in front of him, came closer to David. When he saw that 

David was only a healthy and handsome boy, Goliath’s eyes filled with contempt. Am I a dog 



that you come to beat me with a stick? And he cursed David, invoking the names of his gods. 

Come here, and I will feed your flesh to the birds of the air and the wild animals of the fields.

You come to me carrying a sword and spear and javelin, but I come armed with the name of 

the Eternal One, the Commander of armies, the True God of the armies of Israel, the One you

have insulted. This very day, the Eternal One will give you into my hands. I will strike you 

down and cut off your head, and I will feed the birds of the air and the wild animals of the 

fields with the flesh of your Philistine warriors. Then all the land will know the True God is with

Israel,and all of those gathered here will know that the Eternal One does not save by sword 

and spear. The battle is the Eternal One’s, and He will give you into our hands.

When the Philistine stood up and approached, David ran toward the line of battle to meet him.

He reached into his bag, put a stone in his sling, and launched it at the Philistine, hitting him 

in the head. The stone sank into his forehead, and the Philistine fell face-first onto the ground.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 9:9-20 

The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed, * a refuge in time of trouble.

Those who know your Name will put their trust in you, * for you never forsake those who seek 

you, O Lord.

Sing praise to the Lord who dwells in Zion; * proclaim to the peoples the things he has done.

The Avenger of blood will remember them; * he will not forget the cry of the afflicted.

Have pity on me, O Lord; * see the misery I suffer from those who hate me, O you who lift me 

up from the gate of death;

So that I may tell of all your praises and rejoice in your salvation * in the gates of the city of 

Zion.

The ungodly have fallen into the pit they dug, * and in the snare they set is their own foot 

caught.

The Lord is known by his acts of justice; * the wicked are trapped in the works of their own 

hands.

The wicked shall be given over to the grave, * and also all the peoples that forget God.

For the needy shall not always be forgotten, * and the hope of the poor shall not perish for 



ever.

Rise up, O Lord, let not the ungodly have the upper hand; * let them be judged before you.

Put fear upon them, O Lord; * let the ungodly know they are but mortal.

The Epistle:2 Corinthians 6:1-13 from God's Word

Since we are God’s coworkers, we urge you not to let God’s kindness be wasted on you. God

says, “At the right time I heard you. On the day of salvation I helped you.” Listen, now is 

God’s acceptable time! Now is the day of salvation!

We don’t give people any opportunity to find fault with how we serve. Instead, our lives 

demonstrate that we are God’s servants. We have endured many things: suffering, distress, 

anxiety, beatings, imprisonments, riots, hard work, sleepless nights, and lack of food. People 

can see our purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives, our 

sincere love, truthfulness, and the presence of God’s power. We demonstrate that we are 

God’s servants as we are praised and dishonored, as we are slandered and honored, and as 

we use what is right to attack what is wrong and to defend the truth. We are treated as 

dishonest although we are honest, as unknown although we are well-known, as dying 

although, as you see, we go on living. We are punished, but we are not killed. People think 

we are sad although we’re always glad, that we’re beggars although we make many people 

spiritually rich, that we have nothing although we possess everything.

We have been very open in speaking to you Corinthians. We have a place for you in our 

hearts. We haven’t cut you off. Your own emotions have cut you off from us. I’m talking to you 

as I would talk to children. Treat us the same way we’ve treated you. Make a place for us in 

your hearts too.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 from Holman Christian Standard Bible

On that day, when evening had come, He told them, “Let’s cross over to the other side of the 

sea.” So they left the crowd and took Him along since He was already in the boat. And other 

boats were with Him. A fierce windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking over the boat, 

so that the boat was already being swamped. But He was in the stern, sleeping on the 



cushion. So they woke Him up and said to Him, “Teacher! Don’t You care that we’re going to 

die?”

He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Silence! Be still!” The wind ceased, and 

there was a great calm. Then He said to them, “Why are you fearful? Do you still have no 

faith?”

And they were terrified and asked one another, “Who then is this? Even the wind and the sea 

obey Him!”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: We celebrate the Birth of John the Baptist on June 24th. 

Our principal sources of information about John the Baptist are: the references to his birth in 

the first chapter of Luke, references to his preaching and his martyrdom in the Gospels, with a

few references in Acts, and references by the Jewish historian Josephus (who wrote after 70 

AD) about his preaching and martyrdom. 

According to Josephus, John the Baptist was a Jewish preacher in the time of Pontius (Pon’-

shus) Pilate. He called the people to repentance and to a renewal of their covenant relation 

with God. He was imprisoned and eventually put to death by Herod Antipas (An’-tip-ass) (son

of Herod the Great, who was king when Jesus was born) for denouncing Herod's marriage to 

Herodias (Her-ohd’-ee-ass), the wife of his still-living brother Philip. In order to marry 

Herodias (Her-ohd’-ee-ass), Herod divorced his first wife, the daughter of King Aretas (Ar’-e-

tass) of Damascus, who subsequently made war on Herod, a war which, Josephus tells us, 

was regarded by devout Jews as a punishment for Herod's murder of the prophet John. 

In the Book of Acts, we find sermons about Jesus which mention His Baptism by John as the 

beginning of His public ministry. We also find accounts of devout men in Greece who had 

received the baptism of John, and who gladly received the full message of the Gospel of 

Christ when it was told them. 



All of the gospels tell us that John preached and baptized beside the Jordan river, in the 

wilderness of Judea. He called on his hearers to repent of their sins, be baptized, amend their

lives, and prepare for the coming of the Kingship of God. He spoke of one greater than 

himself who was to come after. Jesus came to be baptized, and John told some of his 

disciples, "This is the man I spoke of." After His baptism by John, Jesus began to preach, and

attracted many followers. In fact, many who had been followers of John left him to follow 

Jesus. Some of John's followers resented this, but he told them: "This is as it should be. My 

mission is to proclaim the Christ. The groomsman, the bridegroom's friend, who makes the 

wedding arrangements for the bridegroom, is not jealous of the bridegroom. No more am I of 

Jesus. He must increase, and I must decrease."

Let us pray: Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was 

wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by preaching 

repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we may truly repent 

according to his preaching; and, following his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly 

rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen
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