
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 12, 2015

The Collect: O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 

grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 from the New Century Version Bible (NCV)

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand of them. Then he and all 

his people went to Baalah (Ba-a-la) in Judah to bring back the Ark of God. The Ark is called 

by the Name, the name of the LORD All-Powerful, whose throne is between the gold creatures 

with wings. They put the Ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of Abinadab’s (uh-BIHN-

uh-dab's) house on the hill. Uzzah (Uzz’-a) and Ahio (A-high’-oh) sons of Abinadab (uh-

BIHN-uh-dab), led the new cart which had the Ark of God on it. Ahio (A-high’-oh) was 

walking in front of it. David and all the Israelites were celebrating in the presence of the LORD. 

They were playing wooden instruments: lyres, harps, tambourines, rattles, and cymbals. 

So David went and brought it up from Obed-Edom’s (O-behd-EE-duhms) house to 

Jerusalem with joy. When the men carrying the Ark of the LORD had walked six steps, David 

sacrificed a bull and a fat calf. Then David danced with all his might before the LORD. He had 

on a holy linen vest. David and all the Israelites shouted with joy and blew the trumpets as 

they brought the Ark of the LORD to the city.

As the Ark of the LORD came into the city, Saul’s daughter Michal (Mee’-khal) looked out the 

window. When she saw David jumping and dancing in the presence of the LORD, she hated 

him.

David put up a tent for the Ark of the LORD, and then the Israelites put it in its place inside the 

tent. David offered whole burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the LORD. When 

David finished offering the whole burnt offerings and the fellowship offerings, he blessed the 

people in the name of the LORD All-Powerful. David gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates, and 



a cake of raisins to every Israelite, both men and women. Then all the people went home.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 24

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, * the world and all who dwell therein.

For it is he who founded it upon the seas * and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.

“Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? * and who can stand in his holy place?”

“Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * who have not pledged themselves to 

falsehood, nor sworn by what is a fraud.

They shall receive a blessing from the Lord * and a just reward from the God of their 

salvation.”

Such is the generation of those who seek him, * of those who seek your face, O God of 

Jacob.

Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; * and the King of glory shall 

come in.

“Who is this King of glory?” * “The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.”

Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high, O everlasting doors; * and the King of glory shall 

come in.

“Who is he, this King of glory?” “The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.”

Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14 from the New International Version Bible (NIV)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly

realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the

world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - to the praise of his glorious 

grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he 

lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his 

will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when 

the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under 

Christ.



In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to 

put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in 

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed,

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 

our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 

glory.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 from the New Life Version Bible (NLV)

King Herod heard about Jesus because everyone was talking about Him. Some people said, 

“John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why he is doing such powerful 

works.” Other people said, “He is Elijah (El-eye’-djah). ” Others said, “He is one who speaks 

for God like one of the early preachers.” When Herod heard this, he said, “It is John the 

Baptist, whose head I cut off. He has been raised from the dead.” For Herod had sent men to 

take John and put him into prison. He did this because of his wife, Herodias (Her-ohd’-ee-

ass). She had been the wife of his brother Philip. John the Baptist had said to Herod, “It is 

wrong for you to have your brother’s wife.” Herodias (Her-ohd’-ee-ass) became angry with 

him. She wanted to have John the Baptist killed but she could not. Herod was afraid of John. 

He knew he was a good man and right with God, and he kept John from being hurt or killed. 

He liked to listen to John preach. But when he did, he became troubled.

Then Herodias (Her-ohd’-ee-ass) found a way to have John killed. Herod gave a big supper 

on his birthday. He asked the leaders of the country and army captains and the leaders of 

Galilee to come. The daughter of Herodias (Her-ohd’-ee-ass) came in and danced before 

them. This made Herod and his friends happy. The king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever 

you want and I will give it to you.” Then he made a promise to her, “Whatever you ask for, I 

will give it to you. I will give you even half of my nation.” She went to her mother and asked, 

“What should I ask for?” The mother answered, “I want the head of John the Baptist.” At once 



the girl went to Herod. She said, “I want you to give me the head of John the Baptist on a 

plate now.”

Herod was very sorry. He had to do it because of his promise and because of those who ate 

with him. At once he sent one of his soldiers and told him to bring the head of John the 

Baptist. The soldier went to the prison and cut off John’s head. He took John’s head in on a 

plate and gave it to the girl. The girl gave it to her mother. John’s followers heard this. They 

went and took his body and buried it.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July seventeenth we celebrate the life of William White, Bishop of 

Pennsylvania.

Before the American Revolution, there were no bishops in the colonies (partly because the 

British government was reluctant to give the colonies the kind of autonomy that this would 

have implied, and partly because many of the colonists were violently opposed to their 

presence). After the Revolution, the establishment of an American episcopate became 

imperative. Samuel Seabury was the first American to be consecrated. In 1787 William White 

and Samuel Provoost, having been elected as bishops of Pennsylvania and New York 

respectively, sailed to England and were consecrated as bishops by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Bath and Wells, and the Bishop of 

Peterborough.

William White was born in Philadelphia in 1747, went to England in 1770 to be ordained 

deacon and priest. He returned in 1772 and became first an assistant and then the rector of 

the Church of Christ and Saint Peter in Philadelphia. He served as Chaplain of the 

Continental Congress from 1777 to 1789, and then as Chaplain of the Senate.

White was largely responsible for the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 



United States of America. At his suggestion, the system of church government was 

established more or less as we have it today. Only a bishop can ordain a deacon or priest, 

and only bishops (normally at least three) can consecrate a bishop. When a bishop dies or 

retires, a new bishop is elected by a convention in his diocese, in which clergy sit in the upper

house and lay delegates (elected by the vestries of the local congregations) sit in the lower 

house, and a majority in each house is required to elect. Afterwords, a majority of bishops and

a majority of Standing Committees (each diocese has an elected Standing Committee) are 

required to confirm. National business is conducted by the General Convention, which meets 

every three years and consists for voting purposes of three Houses: Bishops, Clerical 

Deputies, and Lay Deputies. A majority of each is required to pass a measure. All the 

Deputies meet and debate together and are called the House of Deputies, but Lay and 

Clerical Deputies vote separately whenever any deputy so requests--in other words, 

whenever it might make a difference. In all this, the Episcopal Church undertakes to follow, as

nearly as modern circumstances permit, the government of the early church as attested back 

at least to the second and third centuries. 

White was the first Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA at its first 

General Convention in 1789, and again from 1795 until his death on July 17, 1836. 

Let us Pray: O Lord, in a time of turmoil and confusion you raised up your servant William 

White, and endowed him with wisdom, patience, and a reconciling temper, that he might lead 

your Church into ways of stability and peace: Hear our prayer, and give us wise and faithful 

leaders, that through their ministry your people may be blessed and your will be done; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.


