
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, July 26, 2015

The Collect: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 from the Voice Bible (VOICE)

In the springtime of the year, the season when most kings took their soldiers out to fight, 

David stayed in Jerusalem and sent Joab (Joh-ab) out as general in charge of David’s men 

and the whole army of Israel. They destroyed the Ammonites (AM-uh-naits) and put the city 

of Rabbah (RAB-uh) under siege.

Early one evening, David rose from his bed and was strolling on the palace roof when he saw 

a woman bathing on a roof below his. She was very beautiful. David sent someone to find out 

who the woman was, and the answer came back that she was Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-buh), 

the daughter of Eliam (El-eye’-am)  and the wife of Uriah (you-RAI-uh) the Hittite (HIH-tait). 

Uriah (you-RAI-uh) was one of David’s officers who had gone to war with the rest of David’s 

troops.

David couldn’t get her off his mind, so he sent messengers to bring Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-

buh) to him. She came, and they had sexual relations. Soon after she returned home, 

Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-buh) realized she was pregnant, and she sent this news to David. 

Since their encounter occurred just after the purifying bath after her period, her husband 

Uriah (you-RAI-uh) could not have been the father. So David sent a message to his general 

Joab (Joh-ab), Send me Uriah (you-RAI-uh) the Hittite (HIH-tait).

Joab (Joh-ab) sent Uriah (you-RAI-uh) back to David. There he was taken in front of the 

king; and David asked how Joab (Joh-ab) was doing, how the army was getting along, and 



how the campaign was progressing. When they finished discussing the news from the front, 

David suggested that Uriah (you-RAI-uh) go to his own house to clean up, relax, and visit his

wife. David said, Since I’ve called you back here, why don’t you go down to your house?

David sent a gift after him when he left, but Uriah (you-RAI-uh) did not go down to his own 

house. Instead he spent the night at the entrance of the palace with all the king’s servants.

David is frustrated by this. If Uriah (you-RAI-uh) doesn’t have sexual relations with his wife, 

then everyone will know that Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-buh) has been unfaithful—and they 

might remember her secret trip to the palace.

The servants told David Uriah (you-RAI-uh) did not go home last night.

David said to Uriah (you-RAI-uh), You’ve just come home from a long trip. Why didn’t you 

spend the night in your own house?

Uriah (you-RAI-uh) responded, The people of Israel and Judah and the covenant chest of 

the Lord are in tents; my general, Joab (Joh-ab) , and the king’s other servants are sleeping 

in the open fields. Do you think I would go to my home to eat and drink and sleep with my wife

while everyone else suffers? As you live, good king, I will not do such a thing.

David said, Stay here with me today; tomorrow I will send you back to the battle.

Uriah (you-RAI-uh) remained in Jerusalem that whole day and the next day. David invited 

him to eat and drink in the king’s royal company, and David got him drunk. After the party, 

Uriah (you-RAI-uh) fell asleep on a bed with the servants of the king, and again he did not 

return to his home. So the next morning, realizing Uriah (you-RAI-uh) would not go home to 

be with Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-buh) , David wrote a letter to Joab (Joh-ab) and sent it back 



to the front with Uriah (you-RAI-uh).

In David’s Letter he said, Put Uriah (you-RAI-uh) at the front of the battle, in a place where 

the fighting is most intense. Then pull back and leave him in front of the line so that the 

enemy will strike him down and kill him.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 14

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” * All are corrupt and commit abominable 

acts; there is none who does any good.

The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * to see if there is any who is wise, if there is 

one who seeks after God.

Every one has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; * there is none who does good; no, 

not one.

Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * who eat up my people like bread and do not 

call upon the Lord?

See how they tremble with fear, * because God is in the company of the righteous.

Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * but the Lord is their refuge.

Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! * when the Lord restores the fortunes of 

his people, Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.

Epistle: Ephesians 3:14-21 from God's Word Bible (GW)

This is the reason I kneel in the presence of the Father from whom all the family in heaven 

and on earth receives its name. I’m asking God to give you a gift from the wealth of his glory. I

pray that he would give you inner strength and power through his Spirit. Then Christ will live in

you through faith. I also pray that love may be the ground into which you sink your roots and 

on which you have your foundation. This way, with all of God’s people you will be able to 

understand how wide, long, high, and deep his love is. You will know Christ’s love, which goes

far beyond any knowledge. I am praying this so that you may be completely filled with God.



Glory belongs to God, whose power is at work in us. By this power he can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. Glory belongs to God in the church and in Christ Jesus for all 

time and eternity! Amen.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 6:1-21 Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB)

After this, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee (GAL-ih-lee) . And a huge crowd was following 

Him because they saw the signs that He was performing by healing the sick. So Jesus went 

up a mountain and sat down there with His disciples.

Now the Passover, a Jewish festival, was near. Therefore, when Jesus looked up and noticed 

a huge crowd coming toward Him, He asked Philip, “Where will we buy bread so these people

can eat?” He asked this to test him, for He Himself knew what He was going to do.

Philip answered, “Two hundred denarii  worth of bread wouldn’t be enough for each of them to

have a little.”

One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There’s a boy here who 

has five barley loaves and two fish—but what are they for so many?”

Then Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”

There was plenty of grass in that place, so they sat down. The men numbered about 5,000. 

Then Jesus took the loaves, and after giving thanks He distributed them to those who were 

seated—so also with the fish, as much as they wanted.

When they were full, He told His disciples, “Collect the leftovers so that nothing is wasted.” So

they collected them and filled baskets with the pieces from the five barley loaves that were left



over by those who had eaten.

When the people saw the sign He had done, they said, “This really is the Prophet who was to 

come into the world!” Therefore, when Jesus knew that they were about to come and take 

Him by force to make Him king, He withdrew again to the mountain by Himself.

When evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across 

the sea to Capernaum (kuh-PERR-nay-uhm). Darkness had already set in, but Jesus had 

not yet come to them. Then a high wind arose, and the sea began to churn. After they had 

rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea. He was coming near the 

boat, and they were afraid.

But He said to them, “It is I. Don’t be afraid!” Then they were willing to take Him on board, and

at once the boat was at the shore where they were heading.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June twenty-ninth we celebrate Mary and Martha of Bethany 

Mary and Martha lived with their brother Lazarus at Bethany, a village not far from Jerusalem. 

They are mentioned in several episodes in the Gospels.

On one occasion, when Jesus and His disciples were their guests, Mary sat at Jesus' feet and

listened to Him while her sister Martha busied herself with preparing food and waiting on the 

guests, and when Martha complained, Jesus said that Mary had chosen the better part.

When Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, had died, Jesus came to Bethany. Martha, 

upon being told that He was approaching, went out to meet Him, while Mary sat still in the 

house until He sent for her. It was to Martha that Jesus said: "I am the Resurrection and the 

Life."



Again, about a week before the crucifixion, as Jesus reclined at table, Mary poured a flask of 

expensive perfume over Jesus' feet. Mary was criticized for wasting what might have been 

sold to raise money for the poor, and again Jesus spoke on her behalf.

On the basis of these incidents, many Christian writers have seen Mary as representing 

Contemplation (prayer and devotion), and Martha as representing Action (good works, helping

others); or love of God and love of neighbor respectively.

Let us pray: O God, heavenly Father, your Son Jesus Christ enjoyed rest and refreshment in 

the home of Mary and Martha of Bethany: Give us the will to love you, open our hearts to hear

you, and strengthen our hands to serve you in others for his sake; who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


