
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 02, 2015

The Collect: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, 

because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your 

goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a from International Children's Bible (ICB)

When Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-buh) heard that her husband was dead, she cried for him. 

After she finished her time of sadness, David sent servants to bring her to his house. She 

became David’s wife and gave birth to his son. But the Lord did not like what David had done.

The Lord sent Nathan to David. When Nathan came to David, Nathan said, “There were two 

men in a city. One man was rich, but the other was poor. The rich man had very many sheep 

and cattle. But the poor man had nothing except one little female lamb he had bought. The 

poor man fed the lamb. It grew up with him and his children. It shared his food and drank from

his cup. It slept in his arms. The lamb was like a daughter to him.

“Then a traveler stopped to visit the rich man. The rich man wanted to give food to the 

traveler. But he didn’t want to take one of his own sheep or cattle to feed the traveler. Instead,

he took the lamb from the poor man. The rich man killed the lamb and cooked it for his 

visitor.”

David became very angry at the rich man. He said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the

man who did this should die! He must pay for the lamb four times for doing such a thing. He 

had no mercy!”

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I

appointed you king of Israel. I saved you from Saul. I gave you his kingdom and his wives. 

And I made you king of Israel and Judah. And if that had not been enough, I would have given

you even more. So why did you ignore the Lord’s command? Why did you do what he says is 

wrong? You killed Uriah (you-RAI-uh) the Hittite (HIH-tait) with the sword of the Ammonites 

(AM-uh-naits) ! And you took his wife to become your wife! So there will always be people in 



your family who will be killed by a sword. This is because you showed that you did not respect

me! And you took the wife of Uriah (you-RAI-uh) the Hittite (HIH-tait) !’

“This is what the Lord says: ‘I am bringing trouble to you from your own family. While you 

watch, I will take your wives from you. And I will give them to someone who is very close to 

you. He will have physical relations with your wives, and everyone will know it. You had 

physical relations with Bathsheba (bath-SHEE-buh) in secret. But I will do this so all the 

people of Israel can see it.’”

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 51:1-13

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * in your great compassion 

blot out my offenses.

Wash me through and through from my wickedness * and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, * and my sin is ever before me.

Against you only have I sinned * and done what is evil in your sight.

And so you are justified when you speak * and upright in your judgment.

Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * a sinner from my mother’s womb.

For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * and will make me understand wisdom 

secretly.

Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

Make me hear of joy and gladness, * that the body you have broken may rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins * and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, * and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence * and take not your holy Spirit from me.

Give me the joy of your saving help again * and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-16 from Lexham English Bible (LEB)

Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to live in a manner worthy of the calling with 

which you were called: with all humility and gentleness, with patience, putting up with one 



another in love, being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; one body and

one Spirit (just as also you were called with one hope of your calling), one Lord, one faith, one

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.

Now to each one of us was given this grace, according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

Therefore it says,“Ascending on high he led captivity captive; he gave gifts to men.”

Now “he ascended,” what is it, except that he also descended to the lower regions of the 

earth? The one who descended himself is also the one who ascended above all the heavens, 

in order that he might fill all things.

And he himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as evangelists and 

some as pastors and teachers for the equipping of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, until we all reach the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the

Son of God, to a mature man, to a measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ, so that we

may no longer be infants, tossed about by waves and carried about by every wind of 

teaching, by the trickery of people, by craftiness with reference to the scheming of deceit. But 

speaking the truth in love, we are to grow into him with reference to all things, who is the 

head, Christ, from whom the whole body, joined together and held together by every 

supporting ligament, according to the working by measure of each single part, the growth of 

the body makes for the building up of itself in love.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 6:24-35 from the Message (MSG)

So when the crowd realized he was gone and wasn’t coming back, they piled into the Tiberias

(tai-BIHR-ih-uhs)  boats and headed for Capernaum (kuh-PERR-nay-uhm), looking for 

Jesus.

When they found him back across the sea, they said, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”

Jesus answered, “You’ve come looking for me not because you saw God in my actions but 

because I fed you, filled your stomachs—and for free.



“Don’t waste your energy striving for perishable food like that. Work for the food that sticks 

with you, food that nourishes your lasting life, food the Son of Man provides. He and what he 

does are guaranteed by God the Father to last.”

To that they said, “Well, what do we do then to get in on God’s works?”

Jesus said, “Throw your lot in with the One that God has sent. That kind of a commitment 

gets you in on God’s works.”

They waffled: “Why don’t you give us a clue about who you are, just a hint of what’s going on?

When we see what’s up, we’ll commit ourselves. Show us what you can do. Moses fed our 

ancestors with bread in the desert. It says so in the Scriptures: ‘He gave them bread from 

heaven to eat.’”

Jesus responded, “The real significance of that Scripture is not that Moses gave you bread 

from heaven but that my Father is right now offering you bread from heaven, the real bread. 

The Bread of God came down out of heaven and is giving life to the world.”

They jumped at that: “Master, give us this bread, now and forever!”

Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life. The person who aligns with me hungers no more and 

thirsts no more, ever. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August seventh we remember John Mason Neale, Priest, Scholar, and 

Translator.

Neale was born in London in 1818, studied at Cambridge, and was ordained to the priesthood

in 1842. He was offered a parish, but chronic ill health, which was to continue throughout his 

life, prevented him from taking it. In 1846 he was made warden of Sackville College, a 



position he held for the rest of his life. Sackville College was not an educational institution, but

an almshouse, a charitable residence for the poor.

In 1854 Neale co-founded the Sisterhood of St. Margaret, an order of women in the Anglican 

Church dedicated to nursing the sick. Many Anglicans in his day, however, were very 

suspicious of anything suggestive of Roman Catholicism. Only nine years earlier, John H. 

Newman had encouraged Romish practices in the Anglican Church, and had ended up joining

the Roman Catholic church himself. This encouraged the suspicion that anyone like Neale 

was an agent of the Vatican, assigned to destroy the Anglican Church by subverting it from 

within. Once Neale was attacked and mauled at a funeral of one of the Sisters. From time to 

time unruly crowds threatened to stone him or to burn his house. He received no honor or 

promotion within the church in England, and his doctorate was bestowed by an American 

college (Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut). However, his basic goodness eventually won 

the confidence of many who had fiercely opposed him, and the Sisterhood of St. Margaret 

survived and prospered.

Neale translated the Eastern liturgies into English, and wrote a mystical and devotional 

commentary on the Psalms. However, he is best known as a hymn writer and translator, 

having enriched English hymnody with many ancient and mediaeval hymns translated from 

Latin and Greek. Neale died on August 6 1866 at the age of 48. Since August 6 is the Feast of

the Transfiguration, he is remembered on August 7. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, beautiful in majesty, majestic in holiness, you have shown us the 

splendor of creation in the work of your servant John Mason Neale: Teach us to drive from the

world the ugliness of chaos and disorder, that our eyes may not be blind to your glory, and 

that at length everyone may know the inexhaustible richness of your new creation in Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen. 


