
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 16, 2015

The Collect:

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 

example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and

to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 from the New Century Version Bible

Then David died and was buried with his ancestors in Jerusalem. He had ruled over Israel 

forty years—seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.

Solomon became king after David, his father, and he was in firm control of his kingdom.

Solomon showed he loved the LORD by following the commands his father David had given 

him, except many other places of worship were still used to offer sacrifices and to burn 

incense.

King Solomon went to Gibeon to offer a sacrifice, because it was the most important place of 

worship. He offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. While he was at Gibeon, the 

LORD appeared to him in a dream during the night. God said, “Ask for whatever you want me 

to give you.”

Solomon answered, “You were very kind to your servant, my father David. He obeyed you, 

and he was honest and lived right. You showed great kindness to him when you allowed his 

son to be king after him. LORD my God, now you have made me, your servant, king in my 

father’s place. But I am like a little child; I don’t know how to do what must be done. I, your 

servant, am here among your chosen people, and there are too many of them to count. I ask 

that you give me a heart that understands, so I can rule the people in the right way and will 

know the difference between right and wrong. Otherwise, it is impossible to rule this great 

people of yours.”



The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked this. So God said to him, “You did not ask for 

a long life, or riches for yourself, or the death of your enemies. Since you asked for wisdom to

make the right decisions, I will do what you asked. I will give you wisdom and understanding 

that is greater than anyone has had in the past or will have in the future. I will also give you 

what you did not ask for: riches and honor. During your life no other king will be as great as 

you. If you follow me and obey my laws and commands, as your father David did, I will also 

give you a long life.”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 111

1. Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * in the assembly of the 

upright, in the congregation.

2. Great are the deeds of the Lord! * they are studied by all who delight in them.

3. His work is full of majesty and splendor, * and his righteousness endures for ever.

4. He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * the Lord is gracious and full of 

compassion.

5. He gives food to those who fear him; * he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6. He has shown his people the power of his works * in giving them the lands of the nations.

7. The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * all his commandments are sure.

8. They stand fast for ever and ever, * because they are done in truth and equity.

9. He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; * holy and 

awesome is his Name.

10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * those who act accordingly have a good 

understanding; his praise endures for ever.



Epistle: Ephesians 5:15-20 from the New International Version Bible

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 

Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 

Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make

music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 6:51-58 from the New Life Version Bible

I am the Living Bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats this Bread, he will live 

forever. The Bread which I will give is My flesh. I will give this for the life of the world.” The 

Jews argued among themselves, saying, “How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?”

Jesus said to them, “For sure, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 

His blood, you do not have life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has life 

that lasts forever. I will raise him up on the last day. My flesh is true food and My blood is true 

drink. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood lives in Me and I live in him. The living 

Father sent Me and I live because of Him. In the same way, the one who eats Me will live 

because of Me. I am this Bread that came down from heaven. It is not like the bread that your 

early fathers ate and they died. Whoever eats this Bread will live forever.” 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 18 we remember William Porcher Dubose, Priest and 

Theologian

William DuBose is a serious candidate for the title of "greatest theologian that the Episcopal 

Church in the United States has produced." He was born in South Carolina in 1836, and 

attended the Military College of South Carolina (now the Citadel) in Charleston, and the 

University of Virginia in Charlottesville. He served as a chaplain in the Confederate Army, and 

after the Civil War served as a parish priest. In 1871 he became a professor at the University 

of the South (now an Episcopal seminary) in Sewanee, Tennessee, later becoming Dean of 



the School of Theology in 1894, and retiring in 1908. He died on August 18, 1918. 

He was fluent in Greek, and well-read both in Greek philosophy and in the early Christian 

fathers. Among his numerous books, the best known are The Soteriology of The New 

Testament, The Gospel in The Gospels, and The Reason of Life. (Soter is the Greek word for 

"Savior", and soteriology is the branch of theology that deals with such questions as, "What 

does it mean to say that Christ saves us?" "How does his death and resurrection do us any 

good?" "How are the benefits of Christ's work applied to the individual?" and so forth.) 

Here is a quote from one of his articles: 

God has placed forever before our eyes, not the image but the very Person of the 

Spiritual Man. We have not to ascend into Heaven to bring Him down, nor to 

descend into the abyss to bring Him up, for He is with us, and near us, and in us. 

We have only to confess with our mouths that He is Lord, and believe in our hearts 

that God has raised Him from the dead--and raised us in Him-- and we shall live. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, you gave to your servant William Porcher DuBose special gifts of 

grace to understand the Scriptures and to teach the truth as it is in Christ Jesus: Grant that by

this teaching we may know you, the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


