
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 30, 2015

The Collect: Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our 

hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and 

bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 read from the Voice Bible

So now, Israel, pay close attention to the laws and judgments I’m going to teach you. If you 

follow them, you’ll enter and live in the land the Eternal, the God of your ancestors, is giving 

you. You’ll conquer it, and it will become your territory. Don’t add anything to what I command 

you, and don’t take away anything from it; just follow the commands of the Eternal your God 

that I’m giving you now. 

If you obey them carefully, all the nations around you will marvel at your wisdom and 

understanding. They’ll hear about these rules and say, “This is a great nation—its people are 

so wise and understanding!” Indeed, what other nation is so great that it has a god that 

compares to the Eternal our God as He is near to us whenever we call on Him? What other 

nation is so great that it has rules and judgments as just as the ones contained in this whole 

law I’m presenting to you today? 

So watch what you do! Be careful with your very life! Don’t forget the things you saw with your

own eyes, and don’t let them fade from your memory. Remember them your whole life; teach 

them to your children and your grandchildren. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 15 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * who speaks the truth from his 

heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * he does not heap 

contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * but he honors those who fear the Lord.



5 He has sworn to do no wrong * and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown.

Epistle: James 1:17-27 read from God's Word Bible

Every good present and every perfect gift comes from above, from the Father who made the 

sun, moon, and stars. The Father doesn’t change like the shifting shadows produced by the 

sun and the moon. God decided to give us life through the word of truth to make us his most 

important creatures.

Remember this, my dear brothers and sisters: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, and should not get angry easily. An angry person doesn’t do what God approves of. 

So get rid of all immoral behavior and all the wicked things you do. Humbly accept the word 

that God has placed in you. This word can save you.

Do what God’s word says. Don’t merely listen to it, or you will fool yourselves. If someone 

listens to God’s word but doesn’t do what it says, he is like a person who looks at his face in a

mirror, studies his features, goes away, and immediately forgets what he looks like. However, 

the person who continues to study God’s perfect laws that make people free and who remains

committed to them will be blessed. People like that don’t merely listen and forget; they 

actually do what God’s laws say.

If a person thinks that he is religious but can’t control his tongue, he is fooling himself. That 

person’s religion is worthless. Pure, unstained religion, according to God our Father, is to take

care of orphans and widows when they suffer and to remain uncorrupted by this world.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 read from Holman Christian Standard Bible

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Him. 

They observed that some of His disciples were eating their bread with unclean—that is, 

unwashed—hands. For the Pharisees, in fact all the Jews, will not eat unless they wash their 

hands ritually, keeping the tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace, they



do not eat unless they have washed. And there are many other customs they have received 

and keep, like the washing of cups, jugs, copper utensils, and dining couches. The Pharisees 

and the scribes asked Him, “Why don’t Your disciples live according to the tradition of the 

elders, instead of eating bread with ritually unclean hands?”

He answered them, “Isaiah prophesied correctly about you hypocrites, as it is written:

These people honor Me with their lips,but their heart is far from Me. They worship Me in vain, 

teaching as doctrines the commands of men. Disregarding the command of God, you keep 

the tradition of men.”

Summoning the crowd again, He told them, “Listen to Me, all of you, and understand: Nothing

that goes into a person from outside can defile him, but the things that come out of a person 

are what defile him. 

For from within, out of people’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, thefts, 

murders, adulteries, greed, evil actions, deceit, promiscuity, stinginess, blasphemy, pride, and

foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On September 1 we celebrate the life of David Pendleton Oakerhater a 

Deacon and Missionary

David P. Oakerhater born around 1850 was a warrior and leader of the Cheyenne Indians of 

Oklahoma, and led a corps of fighters against the United States government in a dispute over 

Indian land rights. In 1875 he and 27 other Cheyenne leaders were taken prisoner by the U S 

Army and sent to a military post in Florida. There, thanks to the efforts of a concerned Army 

captain, they learned English. They were encouraged to earn money by giving art and archery

lessons to visitors, and encountered the Christian faith. David and three others were moved to

become Christians and to go north to study for the ministry.

David was baptized in Syracuse, New York, in 1878, and ordained to the diaconate in 1881. 

He returned to Oklahoma and there founded schools and missions, and continued to work 

among his people until his death on August 31st 1931. 



When he first returned to Oklahoma in 1881, he said: You all know me. You remember when I 

led you out to war I went first, and what I told you was true. Now I have been away to the East

and I have learned about another captain, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is my leader. He 

goes first, and all He tells me is true. I come back to my people to tell you to go with me now 

in this new road, a war that makes all for peace. 

Let us Pray: O God of unsearchable wisdom and infinite mercy, who chose a captive warrior, 

David Oakerhater, to be your servant, and sent him to be a missionary to his own people and 

to exercise the office of a deacon among them: Liberate us, who commemorate him today, 

from bondage to self, and empower us for service to you and to the neighbors you have given

us; through Jesus Christ, the captain of our salvation; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.


