
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 13, 2015

The Collect: O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that 

your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 50:4-9a read from the Modern English Version Bible

The Lord God has given me the tongue of the learned, that I may know how to sustain him 

who is weary with a word; He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen 

as the learned. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, nor did I turn 

back. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who plucked out my 

beard; I did not cover my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord God will help me; 

therefore, I shall not be disgraced; therefore, I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I 

shall not be ashamed. He who vindicates me is near; who will contend with me? Let us stand 

up to each other. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. Certainly the Lord God will 

help me; who is he who condemns me? 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 116:1-8 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * because he has 

inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * I came to grief 

and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”

4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * our God is full of compassion.

5 The Lord watches over the innocent; * I was brought very low, and he helped me.

6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul, * for the Lord has treated you well.

7 For you have rescued my life from death, * my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord * in the land of the living.

Epistle: James 3:1-12 read from the Names of God Bible

Brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers. You know that we who teach 

will be judged more severely.



All of us make a lot of mistakes. If someone doesn’t make any mistakes when he speaks, he 

would be perfect. He would be able to control everything he does. We put bits in the mouths 

of horses to make them obey us, and we have control over everything they do. The same 

thing is true for ships. They are very big and are driven by strong winds. Yet, by using small 

rudders, pilots steer ships wherever they want them to go. In the same way the tongue is a 

small part of the body, but it can brag about doing important things.

A large forest can be set on fire by a little flame. The tongue is that kind of flame. It is a world 

of evil among the parts of our bodies, and it completely contaminates our bodies. The tongue 

sets our lives on fire, and is itself set on fire from hell. People have tamed all kinds of animals,

birds, reptiles, and sea creatures. Yet, no one can tame the tongue. It is an uncontrollable evil 

filled with deadly poison.

With our tongues we praise our Lord and Father. Yet, with the same tongues we curse people,

who were created in God’s likeness. Praise and curses come from the same mouth. My 

brothers and sisters, this should not happen! Do clean and polluted water flow out of the 

same spring? My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree produce olives? Can a grapevine 

produce figs? In the same way, a pool of salt water can’t produce fresh water.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 read from the New American Standard Bible

Jesus went out, along with His disciples, to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 

He questioned His disciples, saying to them, “Who do people say that I am?” They told Him, 

saying, “John the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets.” And He 

continued by questioning them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to 

Him, “You are the Christ.”

 And He warned them to tell no one about Him. And He began to teach them that the Son of 

Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. And He was stating the matter plainly. 

And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. But turning around and seeing His 



disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your 

mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”

And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come 

after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to 

save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For

what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what will a man 

give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous

and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the 

glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: This week on September 19 we celebrate the life of Theodore of 

Tarsus, Archbishop of Canterbury.

When the pagan Anglo-Saxons invaded England, they drove the native Celtic inhabitants 

north into Scotland and west into Ireland, Wales, and Cornwall. The Anglo-Saxons were 

subsequently converted to Christianity by Celtic missionaries from the north and west, and 

Roman and Gallic missionaries from the south and east. As a result, they ended up with two 

different "flavors" of Christianity. The difference was expressed mainly in the form of a 

disagreement about the proper method for calculating the date of Easter. In 663, a council 

was called to settle the dispute, the Synod of Whitby. It decided in favor of the Roman or 

continental way of doing things.

Soon after, the Archbishop of Canterbury died, and the English elected a successor, Wighard,

and sent him to Rome to be consecrated by the Pope. Wighard died in Rome before he could 

be consecrated, and the Pope (Vitalian) took it upon himself to choose a man to fill the 

vacancy. He consecrated Theodore of Tarsus (the native city of the Apostle Paul), a learned 

monk (not a priest) from the East then living in Rome he was 65 years old. This surprising 

choice turned out to be a very good one. Theodore was described by Bede in his 

Ecclesiastical History as "the first archbishop whom all the English obeyed." Having made a 

tour of his charge, Theodore filled the vacant bishops positions and in 672 presided over the 

first council of the entire English Church, at Hertford. He established definite territorial 



boundaries for the various dioceses, and founded new dioceses where needed. When 

Theodore arrived he found the Church of England an unorganized missionary body, and when

he left it was a fully ordered province of the universal Church. The body of canon law drawn 

up under his supervision, and his structure of dioceses and parishes, survived the turmoil of 

the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and are substantially intact today. 

He founded a school at Canterbury that trained Christians from both the Celtic and the 

Roman traditions, and did much to unite the two groups. The school was headed by Adrian, 

an abbot born in Africa but who had later resided in Italy, and who had been the Pope's first 

choice for Archbishop. But he had refused and recommended Theodore instead. The school 

taught Bible, theology and sacred studies, Latin and Greek, poetry, astronomy, and calendar 

calculation (of some importance for political reasons, as stated earlier). 

Theodore died September 19, 690 at the age of 88. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, who called your servant Theodore of Tarsus from Rome to the 

see of Canterbury, and gave him gifts of grace and wisdom to establish unity where there had

been division, and order where there had been chaos: Create in thy Church, we pray, by the 

operation of the Holy Spirit, such godly union and concord that it may proclaim, both by word 

and example, the Gospel of the Prince of Peace; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


