
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost September 20, 2015

The Collect: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold 

fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 11:18-20 read from the New Century Version bible

The LORD showed me that people were making plans against me. Because he showed me 

what they were doing, I knew they were against me. Before this, I was like a gentle lamb 

waiting to be butchered. I did not know they had made plans against me, saying:

“Let us destroy the tree and its fruit. Let us kill him so people will forget him.”

But, LORD All-Powerful, you are a fair judge. You know how to test peoples’ hearts and minds. 

I have told you what I have against them. So let me see you give them the punishment they 

deserve.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 54 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Save me, O God, by your Name; * in your might, defend my cause.

2 Hear my prayer, O God; * give ear to the words of my mouth.

3 For the arrogant have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, * those 

who have no regard for God.

4 Behold, God is my helper; * it is the Lord who sustains my life.

5 Render evil to those who spy on me; * in your faithfulness, destroy them.

6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice * and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, * and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.

Epistle: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a read from the New International Version bible

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds 

done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come

down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish 



ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 

peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend 

what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will

flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 read from the New Life Version bible

From there Jesus and His followers went through the country of Galilee. He did not want 

anyone to know where He was. He taught His followers, saying, “The Son of Man will be 

handed over to men. They will kill Him. Three days after He is killed, He will be raised from 

the dead.” They did not understand what He said and were afraid to ask Him.

They came to the city of Capernaum and were in the house. Jesus asked His followers, “What

were you arguing about along the road?” They did not answer. They had been arguing along 

the road about who was the greatest. Jesus sat down and called the followers to Him. He 

said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all. He will be the one to care for all.” 

Jesus took a child and stood it among them. Then He took the child up in His arms and said 

to the followers, “Whoever receives one of these little children in My name, receives Me. 

Whoever will receive Me, receives not Me, but Him Who sent Me.”

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On September 25 we remember Sergius the Abbot.

To the people of Russia, Sergius is a national hero and an example of Russian spiritual life at 



its best. 

Sergius was born around 1314, the son of a farmer. When he was twenty, he and his brother 

began to live as hermits in a forest near Moscow. Others joined them in what became the 

Monastery of the Holy Trinity, a center for the renewal of Russian Christianity. Pilgrims came 

from all Russia to worship and to receive spiritual instruction, advice, and encouragement. 

The Russians were at the time largely subservient to the neighboring (non-Christian) Tartar 

people. Sergius rallied the people behind Prince Dimitri Donskoi, who defeated the Tartars in 

1380 and established an independent Russia. 

Sergius was a gentle man, and stories told of him resemble those of Francis of Assisi, 

including some that show that animals tended to trust him. He had the ability to inspire in men

an intense awareness of the love of God, and a readiness to respond in love and obedience. 

He remained close to his peasant roots. One contemporary said of him, "He has about him 

the smell of fir forests." To this day, the effect of his personality on Russian devotion remains 

considerable. Sergius died September 25, 1392.

Let us pray: O God, whose blessed Son became poor that we through his poverty might be 

rich: Deliver us from an inordinate love of this world, that we, inspired by the devotion of your 

servant Sergius of Moscow, may serve you with singleness of heart, and attain to the riches of

the age to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


