
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 27, 2015

The Collect: O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 

partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29 read from the New Life Translation bible

The mixed group of people among them had strong desires. The people of Israel cried again 

and said, “Who will give us meat to eat? We remember all the fish we could eat free in Egypt, 

and all the fruit and vegetables and spices. But now our strength is gone. There is nothing at 

all to look at except this bread from heaven.” 

Moses heard all the people crying in every family, each man at the door of his tent. The Lord 

became very angry with them and Moses was not pleased. So Moses said to the Lord, “Why 

have You been so hard on Your servant? Why have I not found favor in Your eyes, that You 

have laid the troubles of all these people on me? Did I give birth to all these people? Did I 

bring them out, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them close to your heart as a nurse carries 

a nursing baby, to the land You promised their fathers’? Where am I to get meat to give to all 

these people? They cry in front of me, saying, ‘Give us meat so we may eat!’ I am not able to 

carry all these people alone. The load is too heavy for me. So if You are going to act this way 

toward me, I beg You to kill me now, if I have found favor in Your eyes. Do not let me see how 

bad off I am.”

The Lord said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy men from the leaders of Israel, whom you 

know to be the leaders of the people, the men who rule over them. Bring them to the meeting 

tent and let them stand there with you.

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men 

from the leaders of the people, and had them stand around the meeting tent. Then the Lord 



came down in the cloud and spoke to him. He took of the Spirit Who was upon him and put 

Him upon the seventy leaders. When the Spirit rested upon them, they spoke the word of the 

Lord. But they did not do it again.

But two men had stayed among the tents. Their names were Eldad and Medad, and the Spirit

rested upon them. They were among those who had been chosen, but had not gone out to 

the meeting tent. So they spoke the word of the Lord among the tents. A young man ran and 

told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are speaking the word of the Lord among the tents.” Then 

Joshua the son of Nun, the helper of Moses since he was young, said, “Moses, my lord, do 

not let them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my good? If only all the Lord’s 

people would speak for God, that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 19:7-14 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * the testimony of the Lord is sure and 

gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is 

clear and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgments of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * sweeter far than honey,

than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; *

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * O 

Lord, my strength and my redeemer.



Epistle:James 5:13-20 read from the New Revised Standard Anglicised Version bible

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of

praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 

pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save 

the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.

Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like 

us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not 

rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its 

harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 

another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 

sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel:Mark 9:38-50 read from the Revised Standard Version bible

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw a man casting out demons in your name, and we forbade 

him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him; for no one who 

does a mighty work in my name will be able soon after to speak evil of me. For he that is not 

against us is for us. For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because 

you bear the name of Christ, will by no means lose his reward.

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if

a great millstone were hung round his neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your hand

causes you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go 

to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you

to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, 

pluck it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to 



be thrown into hell, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. For every 

one will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its saltness, how will you 

season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: 

On September 30 we celebrate the life of Jerome, Scholar, Translator, and Theologian

Jerome was the foremost biblical scholar of the ancient Church. His translation of the Bible, 

along with his commentaries and homilies on the biblical books, have made him a major 

intellectual force in the Western Church.

Jerome was born in about 347, and was converted and baptized during his student days in 

Rome. On a visit to Trier, he found himself attracted to the monastic life, which he tested in a 

brief but unhappy experience as a hermit in the deserts of Syria. At Antioch, he continued his 

studies in Hebrew and Greek. In 379, he went to Constantinople where he studied under 

Gregory of Nazianzus. From 382 to 384 he was secretary to Pope Damasus I, and spiritual 

director of many noble Roman ladies who were becoming interested in the monastic life. It 

was Damasus who set him the task of making a new translation of the Bible. Jerome 

translated the Bible into spoken Latin. A previous version (now called the Old Latin) existed, 

but Jerome's version far surpassed it in scholarship and in literary quality. Jerome was well 

versed in classical Latin (as well as Greek and Hebrew), but deliberately translated the Bible 

into the style of Latin that was actually spoken and written by the majority of persons in his 

own time. This kind of Latin is known as Vulgate Latin (meaning the Latin of the common 

people), and accordingly Jerome's translation is called the Vulgate. 

Vulgate Latin is classical Latin in the first stages of evolving into such modern languages as 

Spanish, French, and Italian. It had begun the process of changing from an inflected language

(in which words have various endings, or inflections, which are used to show the relation of 

the word to other words in the sentence) to a separate-word language like English (in which 



additional words, such as prepositions, are used, along with word order, to show the function 

of the word).

After the death of Damasus, Jerome returned to the East, and established a monastery at 

Bethlehem, where he lived and worked until his death on September 30, 420. 

Let us pray:

O Lord, O God of truth, whose Word is a lantern to our feet and a light upon our path: We give

you thanks for your servant Jerome, and those who, following in his steps, have labored to 

render the Holy Scriptures in the language of the people; and we pray that your Holy Spirit will

overshadow us as we read the written Word, and that Christ, the living Word, will transform us

according to your righteous will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen


