
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 04, 2015

The Collect:

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give

more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving 

us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which 

we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 2:18-24 read from the Voice version of the bible

It is not good for the man to be alone, so I will create a companion for him, a perfectly suited 

partner.

So out of the same ground the man was made from, the Eternal God sculpted every sort of 

animal and every kind of bird that flies up in the sky. Then He brought them to the man and 

gave him the authority to name each creature as he saw fit: whatever he decided to call it, 

that became its name. Thus the man chose names for domesticated animals, birds, and wild 

beasts. But none of these creatures was a right and proper partner for Adam.

So the Eternal God put him into a deep sleep, removed a rib from his side, and closed the 

flesh around the opening. He formed a woman from the rib taken out of the man and 

presented her to him. Bone from my bones. Flesh from my flesh. I will call this one “woman” 

as an eternal reminder that she was taken out of man.

Now this is the reason a man leaves his father and his mother, and is united with his wife; and

the two become one flesh. In those days the man and his wife were both naked and were not 

ashamed.

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 8 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 O Lord our Governor, * how exalted is your Name in all the world!

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * to quell the enemy and the 

avenger.

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * the moon and the stars you have 

set in their courses,

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * the son of man that you should seek him 

out?

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * you adorn him with glory and honor;

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * you put all things under his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, * even the wild beasts of the field,

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O Lord our Governor, * how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 read from God's Word version of the bible

In the past God spoke to our ancestors at many different times and in many different ways 

through the prophets. In these last days he has spoken to us through his Son. God made his 

Son responsible for everything. His Son is the one through whom God made the universe. His

Son is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact likeness of God’s being. He holds everything

together through his powerful words. After he had cleansed people from their sins, he now 

holds the honored position—the one next to the majestic God the Father on the heavenly 

throne.

The Son has become greater than the angels since he has been given a name that is 

superior to theirs. He didn’t put the world that will come (about which we are talking) under the

angels’ control. Instead, someone has declared this somewhere in Scripture:

“What is a mortal that you should remember him, or the Son of Man that you take care of 

him? You made him a little lower than the angels. You crowned him with glory and honor. You 

put everything under his control.”



When God put everything under his Son’s control, nothing was left out. However, at the 

present time we still don’t see everything under his Son’s control. Jesus was made a little 

lower than the angels, but we see him crowned with glory and honor because he suffered 

death. Through God’s kindness he died on behalf of everyone. God is the one for whom and 

through whom everything exists. Therefore, while God was bringing many sons and 

daughters to glory, it was the right time to bring Jesus, the source of their salvation, to the end

of his work through suffering.

Jesus, who makes people holy, and all those who are made holy have the same Father. That 

is why Jesus isn’t ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. He says, “I will tell my people 

about your name. I will praise you within the congregation.”

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Some Pharisees approached Him to test Him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 

his wife?”

He replied to them, “What did Moses command you?”

They said, “Moses permitted us to write divorce papers and send her away.”

But Jesus told them, “He wrote this command for you because of the hardness of your hearts.

But from the beginning of creation God made them male and female. For this reason a man 

will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two will become one flesh. 

So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, man must 

not separate.”



Now in the house the disciples questioned Him again about this matter. And He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her. Also, if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

Some people were bringing little children to Him so He might touch them, but His disciples 

rebuked them. When Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 

come to Me. Don’t stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I assure you: 

Whoever does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” After 

taking them in His arms, He laid His hands on them and blessed them.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 10 we celebrate the life of Vida Dutton Scudder, Educator, writer

and welfare activist.

She was born in Madurai, India, in 1861, the only child of David Coit Scudder and Harriet 

Louise (Dutton) Scudder. After her father, a Congregationalist missionary, was accidentally 

drowned in 1862, she and her mother returned to the family home in Boston.She attended 

private secondary schools in Boston, and was graduated from the Boston Girl's Latin School 

in 1880. Scudder then entered Smith College, where she received her BA degree in 1884.

In 1885 she and Clara French were the first American women admitted to the graduate 

program at Oxford. While in England she was also influenced by Leo Tolstoi and by George 

Bernard Shaw and Fabian Socialism. Scudder and French returned to Boston in 1886.

In 1887 Scudder taught English literature at Wellesley College, where she became an 

associate professor in 1892 and full professor in 1910. Scudder became one of the most 

prominent lesbian authors of her time. 

When French died in 1888, Scudder joined the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross, 



a group of Episcopalian women dedicated to intercessionary prayer and social reconciliation. 

Also in 1888, she joined the Society of Christian Socialists, which, under the Rev. William 

Dwight Porter Bliss, established the Church of the Carpenter in Boston.

In 1893 Scudder was a delegate to the convention of the Boston Central Labor Union. Later, 

she helped organize the Federal Labor Union, a group of professional people who associated 

themselves with the American Federation of Labor. 

Moving farther to the left, in 1911 she co-founded the Episcopal Church Socialist League and 

joined the Socialist Party. Scudder attempted to reconcile the conflicting doctrines of Marxism 

and Christianity. She became controversial in 1912 when she supported striking textile 

workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts, and spoke at a strike meeting, but Wellesley resisted 

calls for her dismissal as a professor. 

Scudder retired from Wellesley in 1927 and received the title of professor emeritus. She 

became the first dean of the Summer School of Christian Ethics in 1930 at Wellesley. She 

published an autobiography titled, On Journey, in London in 1937, and a collection of essays, 

The Privilege of Age, in New York in 1939.

Scudder received the degree of (LHD) Doctor of Humane Letters, (an honorary academic 

degree for persons with significant accomplishments in fields other than science) from Smith 

College in 1922. From Nashotah House, an Episcopal seminary in Nashotah, Wisconsin, she 

received an LLD (Doctor of Laws in English) degree in 1942.

Vida Dutton Scudder died in Wellesley, Massachusetts, on October 10, 1954.

Let us pray: Most gracious God, you sent your beloved Son to preach peace to those who 

are far off and to those who are near: Raise up in your Church witnesses who, after the 

example of your servant Vida Dutton Scudder, stand firm in proclaiming the power of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 



for ever. Amen. 


