
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 11, 2015

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Amos 5:6-7,10-15 read from the International Children's Bible

Come to the Lord and live. If you don’t, he will destroy the descendants of Joseph as a fire 

would. The fire will burn. But there will be no one to put it out for Bethel. You change the 

justice of the courts into something unfair. You reject what is right. You hate those who speak 

in court against evil. And you hate those who tell the truth. You walk on poor people. You force

them to give you grain. You have built fancy houses of cut stone. But you will not live in them. 

You have planted beautiful vineyards. But you will not drink the wine from them. 

It is because I know your many crimes. I know your terrible sins. You hurt people who do right.

You accept money to do wrong. You keep the poor from getting justice in court. In such times 

the wise man will keep quiet, because it is a bad time. Try to do good, not evil. Then you will 

live. And the Lord God of heaven’s armies will be with you just as you say he is. Hate evil and 

love good. Be fair in the courts. Maybe the Lord God of heaven’s armies will be kind to the 

people of Joseph who are left alive.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 90:12-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

12 So teach us to number our days * that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * be gracious to your servants.

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * so shall we rejoice and be glad all the 

days of our life.

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * and the years in which we 

suffered adversity.

16 Show your servants your works * and your splendor to their children.



17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * prosper the work of our hands;

prosper our handiwork.

Epistle: Hebrews 4:12-16 read from the Lexham English Bible

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any double-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 

reflections and thoughts of the heart. And no creature is hidden in the sight of him, but all 

things are naked and laid bare to the eyes of him to whom we must give our account.

Therefore, because we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is not 

able to sympathize with our weaknesses, but who has been tempted in all things in the same 

way, without sin. Therefore let us approach with confidence to the throne of grace, in order 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 10:17-31 read from The Message Bible

As he went out into the street, a man came running up, greeted him with great reverence, and

asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?”

Jesus said, “Why are you calling me good? No one is good, only God. You know the 

commandments: Don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, don’t cheat, honor 

your father and mother.”

He said, “Teacher, I have—from my youth—kept them all!”

Jesus looked him hard in the eye—and loved him! He said, “There’s one thing left: Go sell 

whatever you own and give it to the poor. All your wealth will then be heavenly wealth. And 

come follow me.”

The man’s face clouded over. This was the last thing he expected to hear, and he walked off 



with a heavy heart. He was holding on tight to a lot of things, and not about to let go.

Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea how difficult it is for people who 

‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom?” The disciples couldn’t believe what they were hearing, 

but Jesus kept on: “You can’t imagine how difficult. I’d say it’s easier for a camel to go through

a needle’s eye than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.”

That set the disciples back on their heels. “Then who has any chance at all?” they asked.

Jesus was blunt: “No chance at all if you think you can pull it off by yourself. Every chance in 

the world if you let God do it.”

Peter tried another angle: “We left everything and followed you.”

Jesus said, “Mark my words, no one who sacrifices house, brothers, sisters, mother, father, 

children, land—whatever—because of me and the Message will lose out. They’ll get it all 

back, but multiplied many times in homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land—but 

also in troubles. And then the bonus of eternal life! This is once again the Great Reversal: 

Many who are first will end up last, and the last first.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 14th we celebrate the life of Samuel Isaac Joseph 

Schereschewsky (skĕr-ĕs-kūs'kĭ) of Shanghai, a scholar, translator, and bishop.

Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky (skĕr-ĕs-kūs'kĭ) was born in Lithuania in 1831, While 

attending rabbinical school he was given a copy of the New Testament in Hebrew that was 

distributed by the London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. Through 

study of that text he became convinced that Jesus was the messianic fulfillment of the 

prophecies of the Old Testament. At 19 he moved to Germany to study at the University of 

Breslau. 



In 1854 he emigrated to the United States and connected with Christian Jews. He was 

baptized by a Baptist congregation, attended Western Theological Seminary of the 

Presbyterian Church and two years later entered the Episcopal General Theological Seminary

in New York City.

In 1859 he volunteered to work as a missionary in Shanghai China. He devoted himself from 

1862 to 1875 to translating the New Testament, Hebrew Bible and Book of Common Prayer 

into Mandarin Chinese. In 1877 he was elected Bishop of Shanghai, where he founded St. 

John's College later renamed St. John's University, and began his translation of the Bible into 

Wenli (another Chinese dialect). 

He developed Parkinson's disease, and was largely paralyzed using a wheel chair for the 

remainder of his life. As his health failed him he resigned his position as Bishop of Shanghai, 

and spent the rest of his life completing his translation of the bible into Wen-li, the last 2000 

pages of which he typed with the one finger that he could still move.

Four years before his death, he said: "I have sat in this chair for over twenty years. It seemed 

very hard at first. But God knew best. He kept me for the work for which I am best fitted." 

Schereschewsky (skĕr-ĕs-kūs'kĭ) died October 15th 1906 at the age of 75.

Let us pray: O God, who in your providence called Joseph Schereschewsky from his home 

in Eastern Europe to the ministry of this Church, and sent him as a missionary to China, 

upholding him in his infirmity, that he might translate the Holy Scriptures into languages of that

land: Lead us, we pray, to commit our lives and talents to you, in the confidence that when 

you give your servants any work to do, you also supply the strength to do it; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.


