
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, October 18, 2015

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the

nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 53:4-12 read from the Modern English Version Bible

Surely he has borne our grief and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 

of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and by his stripes we are healed. All 

of us like sheep have gone astray; each of us has turned to his own way, but the Lord has laid

on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 

mouth; he was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 

silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away, and who

shall declare his generation? For he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the 

transgression of my people he was struck. His grave was assigned with the wicked, yet with 

the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; He has put him to grief. If he made himself as an 

offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days, and the good pleasure of 

the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the anguish of his soul and be satisfied. By 

his knowledge My righteous servant shall justify the many, for he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore, I will divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 

strong, because he poured out his soul to death, and he was numbered with the 

transgressors, thus he bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 91:9-16 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * and the Most High your habitation,

10 There shall no evil happen to you, * neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.



11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, * to keep you in all your ways.

12 They shall bear you in their hands, * lest you dash your foot against a stone.

13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * you shall trample the young lion and the serpent 

under your feet.

14 Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; * I will protect him, because

he knows my Name.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * I am with him in trouble; I will rescue him 

and bring him to honor.

16 With long life will I satisfy him, * and show him my salvation.

Epistle: Hebrews 5:1-10 read from the Names of God Bible

Every chief priest is chosen from humans to represent them in front of God, that is, to offer 

gifts and sacrifices for sin. The chief priest can be gentle with people who are ignorant and 

easily deceived, because he also has weaknesses. Because he has weaknesses, he has to 

offer sacrifices for his own sins in the same way that he does for the sins of his people.

No one takes this honor for himself. Instead, God calls him as he called Aaron. So Christ did 

not take the glory of being a chief priest for himself. Instead, the glory was given to him by 

God, who said, “You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.”

In another place in Scripture, God said, “You are a priest forever, in the way Melchizedek was 

a priest.”

During his life on earth, Jesus prayed to God, who could save him from death. He prayed and

pleaded with loud crying and tears, and he was heard because of his devotion to God. 

Although Jesus was the Son of God, he learned to be obedient through his sufferings. After 

he had finished his work, he became the source of eternal salvation for everyone who obeys 

him. God appointed him chief priest in the way Melchizedek was a priest.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Mark 10:35-45  read from the New American Standard Bible

James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want You 

to do for us whatever we ask of You.” And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for 

you?” They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your

glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 

the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” They said to

Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you 

shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. But to sit on My right or on My 

left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

Hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant with James and John. Calling them to Himself, 

Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 

over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. But it is not this way among you,

but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes 

to be first among you shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 23 we remember James of Jerusalem, Bishop and Martyr 

James of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He was for many years the leader of the Christian congregation in Jerusalem, and is 

generally supposed to be the author of the Epistle of James, although the Epistle itself does 

not state this explicitly. 

James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit to Nazareth. We are told that Jesus'

brothers did not believe in Him, and from this, and from references in early Christian 

documents, it is inferred that James was not a disciple of the Lord until after the Resurrection.

Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord in first Corinthians, includes an appearance to 

James. Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod, leaves a message for 

James and the Apostles which is referenced in the book of Acts.  Another reference in Acts 



describes when a council met at Jerusalem to consider what rules Gentile Christians should 

be required to keep, James is the one who formulates the final consensus.

Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and conferring there with 

Peter and James and speaks again of a later visit on which Peter, James, and John, "the 

pillars," placed their stamp of approval on the mission to the Gentiles. On his last recorded 

visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other names are given) and 

speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles.

Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who calls

him "the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected even 

by the Pharisees for his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies took 

advantage of an interval between Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death. 

Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was held in 

the early Church. 

Let us pray: Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, 

brother of our Lord, your Church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation 

of all who are at variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


