
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost October 25, 2015

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;

and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:7-9 read from the New Century Bible

This is what the LORD says:“Be happy and sing for the people of Jacob. Shout for Israel, the 

greatest of the nations. Sing your praises and shout this: ‘LORD, save your people, those who 

are left alive from the nation of Israel!’ Look, I will soon bring Israel from the country in the 

north, and I will gather them from the faraway places on earth. 

Some of the people are blind and crippled. Some of the women are pregnant, and some are 

ready to give birth. A great many people will come back. They will be crying as they come, but

they will pray as I bring them back. I will lead those people by streams of water on an even 

road where they will not stumble. I am Israel’s father, and Israel is my firstborn son.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 126 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, * “The Lord has done great things for them.”

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears * will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * will come again with joy, shouldering their 

sheaves.



Epistle: Hebrews 7:23-28 read from the New International Version Bible

Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in 

office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able 

to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede

for them.

Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 

sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer 

sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed

for their sins once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests men in 

all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been 

made perfect forever.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52 read from the New Life Version Bible

Then they came to the city of Jericho. When He was leaving the city with His followers and 

many people, a blind man was sitting by the road. He was asking people for food or money as

they passed by. His name was Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus. He heard that Jesus of 

Nazareth was passing by. He began to speak with a loud voice, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, 

take pity on me!” Many people spoke sharp words to the blind man telling him not to call out 

like that. But he spoke all the more. He said, “Son of David, take pity on me.” Jesus stopped 

and told them to call the blind man. They called to him and said, “Take hope! Stand up, He is 

calling for you!” As he jumped up, he threw off his coat and came to Jesus. Jesus said to him, 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to Him, “Lord, I want to see!” Jesus 

said, “Go! Your faith has healed you.” At once he could see and he followed Jesus down the 

road.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On October 26th we celebrate the life of Alfred the Great, King of the 

West Saxons

When the Gospel was first preached in Britain, the island was inhabited by Celtic peoples. In 

the 400's, pagan Germanic tribes, the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, invaded Britain and drove 

the Christian Celts out of what is now England into Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. The new 

arrivals (called collectively the Anglo-Saxons) were then converted by Celtic missionaries 

moving in from the one side and Roman missionaries moving in from the other. In the 800's 

the cycle partly repeated itself, as the Christian Anglo-Saxons were invaded by the Danes, 

pagan raiders, who rapidly conquered the northeast portion of England. They seemed about 

to conquer the entire country and eliminate all resistance when they were turned back by 

Alfred, King of the West Saxons.

Alfred was born in 849 at Wantage, Berkshire, youngest of five sons of King Aethelwulf. He 

wished to become a monk, but after the deaths, all in battle, of his father and his four older 

brothers, he was made king in 871. He proved to be skilled at military tactics, and devised a 

defensive formation which the Danish charge was unable to break. After a decisive victory at 

Edington in 878, he reached an agreement with the Danish leader Guthrum, by which the 

Danes would retain a portion of northeastern England and be given other concessions in 

return for their agreement to accept baptism and Christian instruction. While it seems obvious 

that such a promise could not involve a genuine change of heart, and was therefore 

meaningless. However, Alfred's judgment proved sound. Guthrum, from his point of view, 

agreed to become a vassal of Christ. His nobles and chief warriors, being his vassals, were 

thereby obligated to give their feudal allegiance to Christ as well. They accepted baptism and 

the presence among them of Christian priests and missionaries to instruct them. The door 

was opened for conversions on a more personal level in that and succeeding generations.

In his later years, having secured a large degree of military security for his people, Alfred 

devoted his energies to repairing the damage that war had done to the cultural life of the land.

He brought in scholars from Wales and the Continent with whose help various writings of 

Bede, Augustine of Canterbury, and Gregory the Great were translated. He was much 

impressed by the provisions in the Law of Moses for the protection of the rights of ordinary 



citizens, and gave order that similar provisions should be made part of English law. He also 

promoted the education of the parish clergy.

Alfred died on October 26th 899, and was buried in the Old Minster at Winchester. Alone 

among English monarchs, he is known as "the Great."

Let us Pray: O Sovereign Lord, who brought your servant Alfred to a troubled throne that he 

might establish peace in a ravaged land and revive learning and the arts among the people: 

Awake in us also a keen desire to increase our understanding while we are in this world, and 

an eager longing to reach that endless life where all will be made clear; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen


