
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, November 15, 2015

The Collect: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 

Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

Old Testament: Daniel 12:1-3 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

At that time Michael the great prince who stands watch over your people will rise up. There 

will be a time of distress such as never has occurred since nations came into being until that 

time. But at that time all your people who are found written in the book will escape. Many of 

those who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to eternal life, and some to shame 

and eternal contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the bright expanse of the heavens, 

and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm:16 read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my 

good above all other.”

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * upon those who are noble among the 

people.

3 But those who run after other gods * shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * nor let your holy one see the Pit.



11 You will show me the path of life; * in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 

right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Epistle: Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 read from the International Children's Bible

Every day the priests stand and do their religious service. Again and again they offer the 

same sacrifices. But those sacrifices can never take away sins. But Christ offered one 

sacrifice for sins, and it is good forever. Then he sat down at the right side of God. And now 

Christ waits there for his enemies to be put under his power. With one sacrifice he made 

perfect forever those who are being made holy.

The Holy Spirit also tells us about this. First he says: “In the future I will make this agreement 

with the people of Israel, says the Lord. I will put my teachings in their hearts. And I will write 

them on their minds.” Then he says: “Their sins and the evil things they do— I will not 

remember anymore.” And when these have been forgiven, there is no more need for a 

sacrifice for sins. 

So, brothers, we are completely free to enter the Most Holy Place. We can do this without fear

because of the blood of Jesus’ death. We can enter through a new way that Jesus opened for

us. It is a living way. It leads through the curtain—Christ’s body. And we have a great priest 

over God’s house. So let us come near to God with a sincere heart and a sure faith. We have 

been cleansed and made free from feelings of guilt. And our bodies have been washed with 

pure water. Let us hold firmly to the hope that we have confessed. We can trust God to do 

what he promised.

Let us think about each other and help each other to show love and do good deeds. You 

should not stay away from the church meetings, as some are doing. But you should meet 

together and encourage each other. Do this even more as you see the Day coming.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 13:1-8 read from the Lexham English Bible



And as he was going out of the temple courts, one of his disciples said to him, “Teacher, look! 

What great stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these 

great buildings? Not one stone will be left here on another stone that will not be thrown down!”

And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John 

and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the 

sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” So Jesus began to say to them, 

“Watch out that no one deceives you! Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and they 

will deceive many. And when you hear about wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. 

This must happen, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise up against nation and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places. There will be famines. These 

things are the beginning of birth pains.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 19th we celebrate the life of Elizabeth of Hungary, 

princess and philanthropist.

The numerous "St. Elizabeth's Hospitals" throughout the world are for the most part named, 

not for the Biblical Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, but for this princess of Hungary. 

She was concerned for the relief of the poor and the sick, and with her husband's consent she

used her dowry money for their relief. During a famine and epidemic in 1226, while her 

husband was away in Italy, she sold her jewels and established a hospital where she nursed 

the sick, and opened the royal granaries to feed the hungry. After her husband's death in 

1227, her inlaws, who opposed her "extravagances," expelled her from Wartburg. Finally an 

arrangement was negotiated with them that gave her a stipend. She became a Franciscan 

tertiary ( tur-shee-er-ee ), a lay associate, and devoted the remainder of her life to nursing 

and charity. She sewed garments to clothe the poor, and went fishing to feed them. 

Elizabeth died at the age of 24 in November 1231. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, by your grace your servant Elizabeth of Hungary recognized and 

honored Jesus in the poor of this world: Grant that we, following her example, may with love 

and gladness serve those in any need or trouble, in the name and for the sake of Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen


