
First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2015

The Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 33:14-16 read from the New American Standard Bible

‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good word which I have 

spoken concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time

I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and 

righteousness on the earth. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in 

safety; and this is the name by which she will be called: the LORD is our righteousness.’ 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 25:1-10 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * let the treacherous be disappointed in their 

schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 

trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * remember me according to 

your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right * and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * to those who keep his covenant and his 



testimonies.

10 For your Name’s sake, O Lord, * forgive my sin, for it is great.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 read from the New Century Version Bible

We have so much joy before our God because of you. We cannot thank him enough for all 

the joy we feel. Night and day we continue praying with all our heart that we can see you 

again and give you all the things you need to make your faith strong.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus prepare the way for us to come to 

you. May the Lord make your love grow more and multiply for each other and for all people so

that you will love others as we love you. May your hearts be made strong so that you will be 

holy and without fault before our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy

ones.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 read from the New International Version Bible

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 

perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror, apprehensive of 

what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see 

the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to 

take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you

can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.

“Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 

happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the 

anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all 

those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may



be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 

Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 6th we celebrate the life of Nicholas of Myra, friend of 

children, and giver of gifts.

The story of St. Nicholas offers a possible way of dealing with the "Santa Claus" problem, to 

parents who do not want to lie to their children, even in fun, but do not want to say simply: 

"Bah, humbug! There is no such thing as Santa." 

Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now Asiatic Turkey. He became Bishop of

Myra in the fourth century, and there are many stories of his love for God and for his neighbor.

The best-known story involves a man with three unmarried daughters, and not enough money

to provide them with suitable dowries. This meant that they could not marry, and were likely to

end up as prostitutes. Nicholas walked by the man's house on three successive nights, and 

each time threw a bag of gold in through a window (or, when the story came to be told in 

colder climates, down the chimney). Thus, the daughters were saved from a life of shame, 

and all got married and lived happily ever after. 

Because of this and similar stories, Nicholas became a symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 

Hence, if we give a gift to someone today without saying whom it is from, it can be called "a 

present from Saint Nicholas (or Santa Claus)." Some parents explain this to their children and

invite the child to join them in wrapping a toy. This could be something purchased for that 

purpose, at least partly with the child's allowance, or else a toy that the child has outgrown but

that is still serviceable. It could also be outgrown but not shabby item of the child's clothing, or

a package of food, and then going along to donate it to a suitable shelter that will give it to 

someone who will welcome it. This gift is then called "a present from Santa," so that the child 

understands that this is another name for an anonymous gift given to someone whom we do 

not know, but whom we love anyway.

Pictures of St. Nicholas often show three bags of gold next to him, and often these bags have 



become simply three disks or balls. Nicholas became the patron of an Italian city Bari, which 

is where his body is now buried. The city was a center of the pawnbroking business, and 

hence a pawnbroking shop traditionally advertises by displaying three gold balls over its front 

door. Other stories have him coming to the rescue of drowning sailors. Nicholas has always 

been popular with children, mariners, pawnbrokers, the Dutch, the Russians, and more 

recently store owners.

In many countries, Nicholas visits children on his feast day, December 6th, and brings them 

gifts then. In these countries, there is usually no exchange of Christmas presents, but there 

may be gifts again on January 6th, the feast of the coming of the Wise Men, who brought gifts

to the Holy Child of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Let us Pray: Almighty God, in your love you gave your servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual 

name for deeds of kindness both on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that your Church may 

never cease to work for the happiness of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, 

and the help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


