
Third Sunday of Advent December 13, 2015

The Collect: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because 

we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 

deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and

glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-20 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 

daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has cast out 

your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear evil no more. On 

that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The 

LORD your God is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 

gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 

festival. “I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. Behold, at 

that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,

and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring 

you home, at the time when I gather you together; yea, I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the 

LORD. 

The Word of the Lord

Canticle 9 The First Song of Isaiah

Surely, it is God who saves me; * I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * from the springs of salvation. 



And on that day you shall say, * Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * see that they remember that his Name is 

exalted. 

Sing praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * for the great one in the midst of you is the 

Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever.  Amen.

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7 read from the God's Word Bible

Always be joyful in the Lord! I’ll say it again: Be joyful! Let everyone know how considerate 

you are. The Lord is near. Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God know 

what you need in prayers and requests while giving thanks. Then God’s peace, which goes 

beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your thoughts and emotions through Christ 

Jesus.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

He then said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “Brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore produce fruit consistent with 

repentance. And don’t start saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 

you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones! Even now the ax is 

ready to strike the root of the trees! Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will 

be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

“What then should we do?” the crowds were asking him.



He replied to them, “The one who has two shirts must share with someone who has none, 

and the one who has food must do the same.”

Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?”

He told them, “Don’t collect any more than what you have been authorized.”

Some soldiers also questioned him: “What should we do?”

He said to them, “Don’t take money from anyone by force or false accusation; be satisfied 

with your wages.”

Now the people were waiting expectantly, and all of them were debating in their minds 

whether John might be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water, but 

One is coming who is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to untie the strap of His sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing shovel is in His hand to clear 

His threshing floor and gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will burn up with a fire 

that never goes out.” Then, along with many other exhortations, he proclaimed good news to 

the people.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer:On December 19th the Episcopal Church celebrates the life of Lillian 

Hunt Trasher.

Trasher was a Christian missionary in Asyut (ass-yut), Egypt the founder of the first 

orphanage in in that country. She is also known as the “Nile Mother” of Egypt. 

She was born on September 27th 1887 in Jacksonville, Florida and raised Roman Catholic in 

Brunswick Georgia. While in her teens, Trasher attended Bible college for a year then worked 

at Faith Orphanage in North Carolina from 1908 until 1910. After becoming engaged to be 



married to minister Tom Jordan, Trasher heard a missionary from India speak and she 

decided her mission lay in Africa. When her prospective husband failed to share her call she 

broke off the engagement 10 days before the wedding. In 1910 Trasher met Pastor Brelsford 

of Asyut (ass-yut) Egypt at a missionary conference and decided to defy her family's wishes 

and leave for that country inspired by opening a bible to Acts 7: 34 (I have surely seen the 

mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their groaning, and I have come 

down to rescue them. Come now, I will send you to Egypt.’ NRSV) . Lillian and her sister 

Jennie sailed to Africa with less than 100 dollars in their pockets. 

Arriving in Asyut (ass-yut), a city about 230 miles south of Cairo on the Nile river, she met a 

man who had come to the mission house at which she was serving seeking someone to 

attend to a dying woman nearby. Lillian and an older woman names Sela (who was acting as 

the translator) went to see the woman, who died shortly after they arrived. The woman left 

behind a malnourished baby girl that was just clinging to life. The translator told Lillian that the

old woman holding the baby (its grandmother) planned to throw the baby into the Nile river. At

the thought Trasher could not leave the baby. Thus she defied her then-mission organization 

and began an orphanage. By the end of 1918 her orphanage family had grown to fifty children

and eight widows. When Trasher returned to the States in 1919, because the British were 

expelling foreigners during a period of civil unrest, she found financial and prayer support 

from the Assemblies of God. She joined the missions-oriented movement and upon returning 

to Egypt she expanded her mission to include widows and the blind.

Lillian Trasher worked for 50 years among Egypt's orphans and other forgotten people, from 

1911 to 1961, without furlough, including through the Nazi occupation during World War II. 

By the time she died in 1961, the Lillian Trasher Orphanage had grown to 1200 children. 

Today the institution is entirely the responsibility of the Assemblies of God of Egypt, with 85% 

of its daily needs met by donations from the Presbyterian churches of Egypt, the Soul 

Salvation Society, and other Egyptian church bodies. 

“Mama” Lillian lies buried in her orphanage's cemetery. In accordance with Egyptian law she 

was buried the same day she died December 17th, 1961.



Let us pray: God, whose everlasting arms support the universe: We thank you for moving the

heart of Lillian Trasher to heroic hospitality on behalf of orphaned children in great need, and 

we pray that we also might find our hearts awakened and our compassion stirred to care for 

your little ones, through the example of our Savior Jesus Christ and by the energy of your 

Holy Spirit, who broods over the world like a mother over her children; for they live and reign 

with you, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


