
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2015

The Collect: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 

Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Micah 5:2-5a read from the International Children's Bible

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, are one of the smallest towns in Judah. But from you will 

come one who will rule Israel for me. He comes from very old times, from days long ago.” The

Lord will leave his people in Babylon until Jerusalem, who is in labor, gives birth to her 

children. Then his brothers who are in captivity will return. They will come back to the people 

of Israel living in Judah. Then the ruler of Israel will stand and take care of his people. He will 

lead them with the Lord’s power. He will lead them in the wonderful name of the Lord his God.

They will live in safety. And his greatness will be known all over the earth. 

He will bring peace.

The Word of the Lord

Canticle 3 The Song of Mary also known as the Magnificat read from the Episcopal 

Church Book of Common Prayer

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded * the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold from henceforth * all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him * throughout all generations.

He hath showed strength with his arm; * he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * as he promised to our 

forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen.

Epistle: Hebrews 10:5-10 read from the Lexham English Bible

Therefore, when he came into the world, he said, “Sacrifice and offering you did not want, but 

a body you prepared for me; you did not delight in whole burnt offerings and offerings for sins.

Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come - in the roll of the book it is written about me - to do your 

will, O God.’ When he says above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and 

offerings for sin you did not want, nor did you delight in,” which are offered according to the 

law, then he has said, “Behold, I have come to do your will.”

He takes away the first in order to establish the second, by which will we are made holy 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) read from The Message Bible

Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the hill country, 

straight to Zachariah’s house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 

the baby in her womb leaped. She was filled with the Holy Spirit, and sang out exuberantly,

You’re so blessed among women, and the babe in your womb, also blessed! And why am I so

blessed that the mother of my Lord visits me? The moment the sound of your greeting 

entered my ears, The babe in my womb skipped like a lamb for sheer joy. Blessed woman, 

who believed what God said, believed every word would come true!

And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. God took

one good look at me, and look what happened - I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! What

God has done for me will never be forgotten, the God whose very name is holy, set apart from

all others. His mercy flows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before him. He bared 

his arm and showed his strength, scattered the bluffing braggarts. He knocked tyrants off their

high horses, pulled victims out of the mud. The starving poor sat down to a banquet; the 



callous rich were left out in the cold. He embraced his chosen child, Israel; he remembered 

and piled on the mercies, piled them high. It’s exactly what he promised, beginning with 

Abraham and right up to now.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: Stephen, deacon and martyr is celebrated on December 26th

All that we know about Stephen the first martyr of the Christian Church is found in chapters 6 

and 7 of the Book of Acts. 

The early Christian congregations, like the Jewish synagogues, had a program of assistance 

for needy widows, and some of the Greek-speaking Jews in the Jerusalem congregation 

complained that their widows were being neglected. The apostles replied: "We cannot both 

preach and administer financial matters. Choose seven men from among yourselves, 

respected, Spirit-filled, and of sound judgment, and let them be in charge of the accounts, and

we will devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word." The people accordingly 

chose seven men, including Stephen, and the apostles laid their hands on them. They are 

traditionally considered to be the first deacons, although the Scriptures do not use that word 

to describe them.

Stephen was an eloquent and fiery speaker, and a provocative one. (Some have speculated 

that his fellow Christians wanted to put him in charge of alms in the hope that he would 

administer more and talk less.) His blunt declarations that the Temple service was no longer 

the means by which penitent sinners should seek reconciliation with God enraged the Temple 

leaders, who caused him to be stoned to death. As he died, he said, "Lord, do not hold this 

sin against them." One of those who saw the stoning and approved of it was Saul (or Paul) of 

Tarsus, who took an active part in the general persecution of Christians that followed the 

death of Stephen, but who was later led to become a Christian himself.

We remember Stephen on December 26, the day after Christmas. Hence in the song:

  Good King Wenceslas looked out On the feast of Stephen, 

describes an action of the king on the day after Christmas Day. The tune used with this song 

is from a Norwegian hymn first published in 1582 and was previously used with a hymn often 



sung on the feasts of Stephen and other martyrs. The lyrics first used with the tune begin:



 

Christian friends, your voices raise.

    Wake the day with gladness.

God himself to joy and praise

    turns our human sadness:

Joy that martyrs won their crown,

    opened heaven's bright portal,

when they laid the mortal down

    for the life immortal.

The more familiar lyrics to this tune were published in 1853 by English hymn writer John 

Mason Neale.

Let us pray: We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the first martyr Stephen, 

who looked up to heaven and prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who 

stands at your right hand; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen.


