
First Sunday after Christmas, December 27, 2015 

The Collect: Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 read from the New Century Version Bible

The Lord makes me very happy; all that I am rejoices in my God. He has covered me with 

clothes of salvation and wrapped me with a coat of goodness, like a bridegroom dressed for 

his wedding, like a bride dressed in jewels. The earth causes plants to grow, and a garden 

causes the seeds planted in it to grow. In the same way the Lord God will make goodness 

and praise come from all the nations. Because I love Jerusalem, I will continue to speak for 

her; for Jerusalem’s sake I will not stop speaking until her goodness shines like a bright light, 

until her salvation burns bright like a flame. Jerusalem, the nations will see your goodness, 

and all kings will see your glory. Then you will have a new name, which the Lord himself will 

give you. You will be like a beautiful crown in the Lord’s hand, like a king’s crown in your 

God’s hand. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 147:13-21 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer 

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * praise your God, O Zion;

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * he has blessed your children within you.

15 He has established peace on your borders; * he satisfies you with the finest wheat.

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * and his word runs very swiftly.

17 He gives snow like wool; * he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * who can stand against his cold?

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * to them he has not revealed his judgments.

Hallelujah!



Epistle: Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7 read from the New International Version Bible

Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith

that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we 

might be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you 

are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 

Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has 

made you also an heir. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 1:1-18 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 



only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 30 we celebrate the life of Frances Joseph-Gaudet Educator 

and prison reformer.

Gaudet was born in 1861in a cabin in Holmesville Mississippi during the American Civil War 

to a mother of Native American descent and an enslaved father. Frances was raised by her 

grandparents. Gaudet moved to New Orleans as a teenager to live with her brother and 

attend Straight College. She married at age 17, but after ten years of marriage, she petitioned

for a divorce on the grounds of her husband's alcoholism thus she became a single mother 

with three children to raise alone. While supporting herself and her children working as a 

seamstress, the young mother dedicated her life to social work and prison reform. She 

worked with the Prison Reform Association, becoming a major activist in prison and education

reform at the turn of the century. In 1894 Joseph-Gaudet started holding prayer meetings for 

black prisoners. She helped in any way she could, writing and delivering letters and found 

clothing for them. She later extended this ministry to white prisoners as well. In 1900 Joseph-

Gaudet began attending sessions of the new juvenile court in New Orleans and taking 

responsibility for young offenders, especially young blacks arrested for misdemeanors. 

When her home became to small for her efforts to assist homeless children, she raised $5000

and purchased a farm near New Orleans and established the Colored Normal and Industrial 

School. In 1919 Gaudet donated the facility to the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana which 

renamed it in honor of her. The school was closed and the property sold in 1966. The 

proceeds now fund scholarships in Joseph-Gaudet's name awarded by Episcopal Social 

Services in New Orleans 

She published her autobiography “He Leadeth Me” in 1913. Frances Joseph-Gaudet spent 

the last years of her life in Chicago, Illinois where she died at the age of 73 in December 

1934.

The autobiography is available for download as a PDF by going to https://books.google.com/ 



and searching for the title: “He Leadeth Me”.

Let us pray: Merciful God, who raised up your servant Frances Joseph Gaudet to work for 

prison reform and the education of her people: Grant that we, encouraged by the example of 

her life, may work for those who are denied the fullness of life by reasons of incarceration and

lack of access to education; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


