
Second Sunday after the Epiphany January 17, 2016

The Collect: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant

that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of 

Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through

Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament: Isaiah 62: 1-5 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

I will not keep silent because of Zion, and I will not keep still because of Jerusalem, until her 

righteousness shines like a bright light and her salvation, like a flaming torch. Nations will see 

your righteousness and all kings, your glory. You will be called by a new name that the Lord’s 

mouth will announce. You will be a glorious crown in the Lord’s hand, and a royal diadem in 

the palm of your God. You will no longer be called Deserted, and your land will not be called 

Desolate; instead, you will be called My Delight is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord 

delights in you, and your land will be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, 

so your sons will marry you; and as a groom rejoices over his bride, so your God will rejoice 

over you. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 36: 5-10 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; * you save 

both man and beast, O Lord.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! * your people take refuge under the shadow of your 

wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; * you give them drink from the river of your 

delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, * and in your light we see light.

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * and your favor to those who are 



true of heart.

The Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12: 1 – 11 read from the International Children's Bible

Now, brothers, I want you to understand about spiritual gifts. You remember the lives you lived

before you were believers. You let yourselves be influenced and led away to worship idols—

things that have no life. So I tell you that no one who is speaking with the help of God’s Spirit 

says, “Jesus be cursed.” And no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” without the help of the Holy 

Spirit.

There are different kinds of gifts; but they are all from the same Spirit. There are different 

ways to serve; but all these ways are from the same Lord. And there are different ways that 

God works in people; but all these ways are from the same God. God works in us all in 

everything we do. Something from the Spirit can be seen in each person, to help everyone. 

The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak with wisdom. And the same Spirit gives 

another the ability to speak with knowledge. The same Spirit gives faith to one person. And 

that one Spirit gives another gifts of healing. The Spirit gives to another person the power to 

do miracles, to another the ability to prophesy. And he gives to another the ability to know the 

difference between good and evil spirits. The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak in 

different kinds of languages and to another the ability to interpret those languages. One Spirit,

the same Spirit, does all these things. The Spirit decides what to give each person.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel: John 2: 1 – 11 read from the Lexham English Bible

And on the third day, there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. And both Jesus and his disciples were invited to the wedding. And when the wine ran 

out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine!” And Jesus said to her, “What does 

your concern have to do with me, woman? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the 

servants, “Whatever he says to you, do it!”

Now six stone water jars were set there, in accordance with the ceremonial cleansing of the 



Jews, each holding two or three measures. Jesus said to them, “Fill the water jars with water.”

And they filled them to the brim. And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 

head steward. So they took it. Now when the head steward tasted the water which had 

become wine and did not know where it was from—but the servants who had drawn the water

knew—the head steward summoned the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the 

good wine first, and whenever they are drunk, the inferior. You have kept the good wine until 

now!” This beginning of signs Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee, and revealed his glory, and

his disciples believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 24 we celebrate the life of Florence Li Tim-Oi, priest in the 

Anglican Communion.

Florence Li Tim-Oi born May 5, 1907 in Hong Kong was the first woman to be ordained to the 

priesthood in the Anglican Communion. Already appointed as a decon to serve in the colony 

of Macau  at the Macau Protestant Chapel, she was ordained priest on January 25th, 1944, 

by Ronald Hall, Bishop of Victoria, in response to the crisis among Anglican Christians in 

China caused by the Japanese invasion. Since it was to be thirty years before an Anglican 

church approved the ordination of women, her ordination was controversial and she resigned 

her license (though not her priestly orders) after the end of the war. When Hong Kong 

ordained two women priests (Joyce Bennett and Jan Hwang) in 1971, she was officially 

recognized as a priest in the diocese. She was appointed as honorary assistant priest in 

Toronto in 1983, where she spent the remainder of her life.

In 2003, the Episcopal Church picked January 24th as her feast day in Lesser Feasts and 

Fasts, based on the eve of the anniversary of her ordination. In 2007, the Anglican 

Communion celebrated the Centennial of her birth. Florence died February 26 1992 in 

Toronto, Canada. 

Let us pray: Gracious God, we thank you for calling Florence Li Tim-Oi, much beloved 

daughter, to be the first woman to exercise the office of a priest in our Communion: By the 



grace of your Spirit inspire us to follow her example, serving your people with patience and 

happiness all our days, and witnessing in every circumstance to our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


