
Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 24, 2016

The Collect: Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 

proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may 

perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Old Testament: Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 read from the Message Bible

By the time the seventh month arrived, the People of Israel were settled in their towns. Then 

all the people gathered as one person in the town square in front of the Water Gate and 

asked the scholar Ezra to bring the Book of The Revelation of Moses that God had 

commanded for Israel.

So Ezra the priest brought The Revelation to the congregation, which was made up of both 

men and women—everyone capable of understanding. It was the first day of the seventh 

month. He read it facing the town square at the Water Gate from early dawn until noon in the 

hearing of the men and women, all who could understand it. And all the people listened—they

were all ears—to the Book of The Revelation.

Ezra opened the book. Every eye was on him (he was standing on the raised platform) and as

he opened the book everyone stood. Then Ezra praised God, the great God, and all the 

people responded, “Oh Yes! Yes!” with hands raised high. And then they fell to their knees in 

worship of God, their faces to the ground. 

They translated the Book of The Revelation of God so the people could understand it and 

then explained the reading.

Nehemiah the governor, along with Ezra the priest and scholar and the Levites who were 

teaching the people, said to all the people, “This day is holy to God, your God. Don’t weep 

and carry on.” They said this because all the people were weeping as they heard the words of
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The Revelation.

He continued, “Go home and prepare a feast, holiday food and drink; and share it with those 

who don’t have anything: This day is holy to God. Don’t feel bad. The joy of God is your 

strength!”

The Word of the Lord

The Psalm: 19 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another, * and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language, * and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 

chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 

nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * the testimony of the Lord is sure and 

gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is 

clear and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgments of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * sweeter far than honey,

than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; *

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * O 

Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
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The Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12: 12 – 31a read from the Modern English Bible

For as the body is one and has many parts, and all the many parts of that one body are one 

body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we are 

Jews or Gentiles, whether we are slaves or free, and we have all been made to drink of one 

Spirit. The body is not one part, but many.

If the foot says, “Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the 

body? And if the ear says, “Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not 

of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 

were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God has established the parts, 

every one of them, in the body as it has pleased Him. If they were all one part, where would 

the body be? So there are many parts, yet one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor the head to the feet, “I have no 

need of you.” No, those parts of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. And those 

parts of the body which we think are less honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant 

honor. And our less respectable parts are treated with much more respect, whereas our more 

respectable parts have no need of this. But God has composed the body, having given more 

abundant honor to that part which lacks it, so that there should be no division in the body, but 

that the parts should have the same care for one another. If one part suffers, all the parts 

suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts rejoice with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and members individually. God has put these in the church: 

first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, 

helps, governments, and various tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have the gifts of healings? Do all speak with 

tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly covet the greater gifts.

The Word of the Lord
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The Gospel: Luke 4: 14 – 21 read from the Names of God Bible

Yeshua returned to Galilee. The power of the Spirit was with him, and the news about him 

spread throughout the surrounding country. He taught in the synagogues, and everyone 

praised him.

Then Yeshua came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As usual he went into the 

synagogue on the day of worship. He stood up to read the lesson. The attendant gave him 

the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened it and found the place where it read:

“The Spirit of the Lord is with me. He has anointed me to tell the Good News to the poor. He 

has sent me to announce forgiveness to the prisoners of sin and the restoring of sight to the 

blind, to forgive those who have been shattered by sin, to announce the year of the Lord’s 

favor.”

Yeshua closed the book, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. Everyone in the 

synagogue watched him closely. Then he said to them, “This passage came true today when 

you heard me read it.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 28th we celebrate the life of Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Friar, 

and Theologian: In the thirteenth century, when Thomas Aquinas lived, the works of Aristotle,

largely forgotten in Western Europe, began to be available again, partly from Eastern 

European sources and partly from Moslem Arab sources in Africa and Spain. These works 

offered a new and exciting way of looking at the world. Many enthusiastic students of Aristotle

adopted him quite frankly as as an alternative to Christianity. The response of many 

Christians was to denounce Aristotle as an enemy of the Christian Faith. A third approach was

that of those who tried to hold both Christian and Aristotelian views side by side with no 

attempt to reconcile the two. Aquinas had a fourth approach. While remaining a Christian, he 

immersed himself in the ideas of Aristotle, and then undertook to explain Christian ideas and 

beliefs in language that would make sense to disciples of Aristotle. At the time, this seemed 

like a very dangerous and radical idea, and Aquinas spent much of his life living on the edge 
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of ecclesiastical approval. His success can be measured by the prevalence today of the 

notion that of course all Christian scholars in the Middle Ages were followers of Aristotle. 

Thomas believed "that for the knowledge of any truth whatsoever man needs divine help, that

the intellect may be moved by God to its act." However, he believed that human beings have 

the natural capacity to know many things without special divine revelation, even though such 

revelation occurs from time to time, "especially in regard to such (truths) as pertain to faith." 

But this is the light that is given to man by God according to man's nature: "Now every form 

bestowed on created things by God has power for a determined actuality, which it can bring 

about in proportion to its own proper endowment; and beyond which it is powerless, except by

a superadded form, as water can only heat when heated by the fire. And thus the human 

understanding has a form, in other words intelligible light, which of itself is sufficient for 

knowing certain intelligible things, specifically those we can come to know through the 

senses." 

Thomas died on March 7th, 1274 in Fassanova Abbey while on his way to the second council 

of Lyon convened by Pope Gregory X. His remains were placed in the Church of the Jacobins

in Toulouse on January 28th, 1369. Between 1789 and 1974, they were held in the Basilique 

de Saint-Sernin, in Toulouse. In 1974, they were returned to the Church of the Jacobins, 

where they have remained ever since.

When he was canonized, his feast day was inserted in the General Roman Calendar for 

celebration on March 7th, the day of his death. Since this date commonly falls within Lent, the

1969 revision of the calendar moved his memorial to January 28th, the date of the moving of 

his relics to Toulouse.

Let us pray: Almighty God, you have enriched your Church with the singular learning and 

holiness of your servant Thomas Aquinas: Enlighten us more and more, we pray, by the 

disciplined thinking and teaching of Christian scholars, and deepen our devotion by the 

example of saintly lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
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Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Page 6 of 6


