
Last Sunday after Epiphany, 2016 02 07

The Collect: O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory 

upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, 

may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 34:29-35 read from the New Life version Bible

Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two stone writings in his hand. He did not know 

that the skin of his face was shining because of his speaking with the Lord. When Aaron and 

all the people of Israel saw Moses, they saw that the skin of his face was shining. They were 

afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the 

people returned to him. And Moses spoke to them. After this all the people of Israel came 

near. Moses told them to do all the Lord had said to him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had 

finished speaking with them, he covered his face with a piece of cloth. But whenever Moses 

went before the Lord to speak with Him, he would take off the face covering until he came out.

Then he would tell the people of Israel what the Lord had said for them to do. The people of 

Israel saw that the skin of Moses’ face shone. So Moses would put the covering over his face 

again until he went in to speak with the Lord.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 99 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is King; let the people tremble; * he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth 

shake.

2 The Lord is great in Zion; * he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * he is the Holy One.

4 “O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; * you have executed justice 

and righteousness in Jacob.”

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his footstool; * he is the 



Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 

they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * they kept his testimonies and the decree that 

he gave them.

8 “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * you were a God who forgave them, yet 

punished them for their evil deeds.”

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his holy hill; * for the 

Lord our God is the Holy One.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 read from the New Living Translation Bible

Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold. We are not like Moses, 

who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel would not see the glory, even though it 

was destined to fade away. But the people’s minds were hardened, and to this day whenever 

the old covenant is being read, the same veil covers their minds so they cannot understand 

the truth. And this veil can be removed only by believing in Christ. Yes, even today when they 

read Moses’ writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, and they do not understand.

But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. For the Lord is the Spirit, and

wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. So all of us who have had that veil 

removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us

more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.

Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new way, we never give up. We reject all 

shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to trick anyone or distort the word of

God. We tell the truth before God, and all who are honest know this.  The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 9:28-36, read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, 

and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 

Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he 

was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down 

with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 



with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not 

knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and 

they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, 

“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 

alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer; on February 11th we remember Frances Jane Crosby mission worker, 

composer and poet. 

Frances Crosby; was born March 24th, 1820. She is more commonly known as Fanny 

Crosby, and was an American mission worker, poet, lyricist, and composer. A member of the 

Sixth Avenue Bible Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New York, she wrote many hymns together 

with her pastor, Robert Lowry. She was one of the most prolific hymnists in history, writing 

over 8,000 hymns and gospel songs with over 100 million copies printed, despite being blind 

from shortly after birth. She is also known for her teaching, and her rescue mission work. By 

the end of the 19th century, she was "a household name".

Known as the "Queen of Gospel Song Writers", and as the "Mother of modern congregational 

singing in America",with most American hymnals containing her work, with the possible 

exception of Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley, Crosby has generally been represented by the 

largest number of hymns of any writer of the twentieth century in non-liturgical hymnals". 

Some of Crosby's best-known songs include "Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior", "Blessed 

Assurance", "Jesus Is Tenderly Calling You Home", "Praise Him, Praise Him", and "To God Be

the Glory". Because some publishers were hesitant to have so many hymns by one person in 

their hymnals, Crosby used nearly 200 different pseudonyms during her career.

Crosby wrote over 1,000 secular poems, and had four books of poetry published, as well as 

two best-selling autobiographies. Additionally, she co-wrote popular secular songs, as well as 

political and patriotic songs, and at least five cantatas on biblical and patriotic themes, 



including The Flower Queen, the first secular cantata by an American composer. Crosby was 

committed to Christian rescue missions, and was known for her public speaking.

After a six-month illness, Crosby died of arteriosclerosis and a cerebral hemorrhage on 

February 12th, 1915 in Bridgeport, at the age of 94. She was buried at Mountain Grove 

Cemetery there, near her mother and other members of her family. At Crosby's request, her 

family erected a very small tombstone, which carried the words: "Aunt Fanny: She hath done 

what she could; Fanny J. Crosby". 

Let us pray: O God, the blessed assurance of all who trust in you: We give you thanks for 

your servant Fanny Crosby, who, though blind from infancy, beheld your glory with great 

clarity of vision and spent her life giving voice to your people’s heartfelt praise; and we pray 

that we, inspired by her words and example, may rejoice to sing of your love, praising our 

Savior all the day long; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God in perfect 

harmony, now and for ever. Amen.


