
Second Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2016

The Collect: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to 

embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with 

you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 read from the God's Word Bible

Later the Lord spoke his word to Abram in a vision. He said, “Abram, don’t be afraid. I am 

your shield. Your reward will be very great.”

Abram asked, “Almighty Lord, what will you give me? Since I’m going to die without children, 

Eliezer of Damascus will inherit my household. You have given me no children, so this 

member of my household will be my heir.”

Suddenly, the Lord spoke his word to Abram again. He said, “This man will not be your heir. 

Your own son will be your heir.” He took Abram outside and said, “Now look up at the sky and 

count the stars, if you are able to count them.” He also said to him, “That’s how many 

descendants you will have!” Then Abram believed the Lord, and that faith was regarded as 

the basis of Abram’s approval by the Lord. Then the Lord said to him, “I am the Lord, who 

brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land so that you will take possession 

of it.”

Abram asked, “Almighty Lord, how can I be certain that I will take possession of it?”

He answered Abram, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-

year-old ram, a mourning dove, and a pigeon.” So Abram brought all these animals to him. He

cut each of them in half and laid each half opposite the other. However, he did not cut the 

birds in half.

When birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As the sun was



just about to set, a deep sleep—a dreadful, deep darkness—came over Abram.

The sun had gone down, and it was dark. Suddenly a smoking oven and a flaming torch 

passed between the animal pieces. At that time the Lord made a promise to Abram. He said, 

“I will give this land to your descendants. This is the land from the river of Egypt to the great 

river, the Euphrates. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 27 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * the Lord is the strength of 

my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * it was they, my foes and my 

adversaries, who stumbled and fell.

3 Though an army should encamp against me, * yet my heart shall not be afraid;

4 And though war should rise up against me, * yet will I put my trust in him.

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; * that I may dwell in the house of the 

Lord all the days of my life;

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * and to seek him in his temple.

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * he shall hide me in the 

secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.

8 Even now he lifts up my head * above my enemies round about me.

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; * I will sing 

and make music to the Lord.

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * have mercy on me and answer me.

11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * Your face, Lord, will I seek.

12 Hide not your face from me, * nor turn away your servant in displeasure.

13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.

14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, * the Lord will sustain me.

15 Show me your way, O Lord; * lead me on a level path, because of my enemies.

16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * for false witnesses have risen up against

me, and also those who speak malice.



17 What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of the Lord * in the land of the 

living!

18 O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure; be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * wait 

patiently for the Lord.

Epistle: Philippians 3:17-4:1 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Join in imitating me, brothers, and observe those who live according to the example you have 

in us. For I have often told you, and now say again with tears, that many live as enemies of 

the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction; their god is their stomach; their glory is in their 

shame. They are focused on earthly things, but our citizenship is in heaven, from which we 

also eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humble

condition into the likeness of His glorious body, by the power that enables Him to subject 

everything to Himself. 

So then, my brothers, you are dearly loved and longed for—my joy and crown. In this manner 

stand firm in the Lord, dear friends. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 read from the International Children's Bible

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said, “Go away from here! Herod wants to kill

you!”

Jesus said to them, “Go tell that fox Herod, ‘Today and tomorrow I am forcing demons out of 

people and finishing my work of healing. Then, on the third day, I will reach my goal.’ Yet I 

must be on my way today and tomorrow and the next day. Surely it cannot be right for a 

prophet to be killed anywhere except in Jerusalem.

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the prophets. You kill with stones those men that God has 

sent you. Many times I wanted to help your people. I wanted to gather them together as a hen

gathers her chicks under her wings. But you did not let me. Now your home will be left 

completely empty. I tell you, you will not see me again until that time when you will say, ‘God 



bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 26th we celebrate the life of Emily Malbone Morgan,  

founder of the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross.

Emily Malbone Morgan, was born on December 12th, 1862 in Hartford, Connecticut. She was

the youngest child and only daughter born to merchant Henry Kirke Morgan and his devout 

wife, Emily Malbone Morgan. Emily's family were prominent citizens of Hartford, and her 

Anglican heritage came from both sides of the family. Her early education was done by her 

mother through reading, home tutoring, and travel: to Italy, Bermuda, Russia, Egypt, Spain, 

North Africa, Jerusalem, and, in this country, California. She studied for a time at a Miss 

Haines's school in Hartford, where she took up writing.

In 1883 a friendship with Adelyn Howard began. Adelyn, a Hartford playmate with whom Emily

had climbed apple trees and shared attic treasures, had fallen victim to a fatal hip disease. 

She was lonely and desolate in a new town away from relatives and friends. Learning through

a common friend that Adelyn needed friends, Emily traveled from Hartford to Winsted to see 

her. Because of this bond Emily co-founded in 1884 at the age of 22, with the support of 

Harriet Hastings of Wellesley, the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross, in order that 

Adelyn, the shut-in, might be able to offer prayers and thanksgiving for the many people for 

whom Emily and Harriet were working in a more active way.

"My greatest desire," Emily, once wrote, "has always been to make tired people rested and 

happy." She was extremely generous, and wherever she traveled, she bought gifts for her 

friends, relatives, and acquaintances. Her principal form of giving, however, was providing 

hospitality. She welcomed people to homes, established summer homes across the 

northeast, and found special satisfaction in carrying forward the summer programs of the 

Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross. In 1901, the Society established a permanent 

home in Byfield, MA. New facilities were built in 1915 and given the name Adelynrood, which 

continues today as the Society's headquarters and retreat center. Today the Society of the 

Companions of the Holy Cross has 31 chapters and approximately 800 Companions in six 



countries. They continue to operate retreat centers. Members of the order pledge themselves 

to six ideals: the Life of Intercession, Social Justice, Christian Unity, Simplicity of Life, 

Thanksgiving, and the Way of the Cross. The order made a significant impact on the social 

consciousness of the Episcopal Church, but there is no way to measure its accomplishment 

through its deep commitment to intercessory prayer. 

Emily was a loyal member of the Episcopal Church, but was never partisan in her devotion 

either to her branch of Christianity or to any group within the Church. She was a member of 

Trinity Church, Hartford, in her childhood days. Later she and her family became members of 

Christ Church, now the Cathedral in Hartford, and attended regularly there. In her latter years 

she was a member of Trinity Church, Boston, where she led a Bible class for young women.

Emily Morgan died February 27th, 1937 and is buried in Hartford's Spring Grove Cemetery. 

Let us pray: Gracious God, we thank you for the life and witness of Emily Malbone Morgan, 

who helped to establish the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross so that women who 

live in the world might devote themselves to intercessory prayer, social justice, Christian unity 

and simplicity of life. Help us to follow her example in prayer, simplicity, ecumenism and 

witness to your justice, for the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ, who with you and 

the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


