
Palm Sunday March 20, 2016

The Collect: Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the 

cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the 

way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 50:4-9a read from the Revised Standard Version Bible.

The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to 

sustain with a word him that is weary. Morning by morning he wakens, he wakens my ear to 

hear as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 

turned not backward. I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 

the beard; I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

For the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been confounded; therefore I have set my 

face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come 

near to me. Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 31:9-16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer.

9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also 

my throat and my belly.

10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * my strength fails me because 

of affliction, and my bones are consumed.

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, a dismay to those 

of my acquaintance; * when they see me in the street they avoid me.

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * I am as useless as a broken pot.

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * they put their heads 



together against me; they plot to take my life.

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * I have said, “You are my God.

15 My times are in your hand; * rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who

persecute me.

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * and in your loving-kindness save me.”

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 read from the God's Word Bible.

Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.

Although he was in the form of God and equal with God, he did not take advantage of this 

equality. Instead, he emptied himself by taking on the form of a servant, by becoming like 

other humans, by having a human appearance. He humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, death on a cross. This is why God has given him an exceptional honor — 

the name honored above all other names — so that at the name of Jesus everyone in 

heaven, on earth, and in the world below will kneel and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to 

the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 23:1-49 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible.

Then their whole assembly rose up and brought Him before Pilate. They began to accuse 

Him, saying, “We found this man subverting our nation, opposing payment of taxes to Caesar,

and saying that He Himself is the Messiah, a King.”

So Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

He answered him, “You have said it.”

Pilate then told the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no grounds for charging this man.”

But they kept insisting, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee 



where He started even to here.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. Finding that He was under 

Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem during those days. 

Herod was very glad to see Jesus; for a long time he had wanted to see Him because he had 

heard about Him and was hoping to see some miracle performed by Him. So he kept asking 

Him questions, but Jesus did not answer him. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, 

vehemently accusing Him. Then Herod, with his soldiers, treated Him with contempt, mocked 

Him, dressed Him in a brilliant robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. That very day Herod and 

Pilate became friends. Previously, they had been hostile toward each other.

Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them, “You 

have brought me this man as one who subverts the people. But in fact, after examining Him in

your presence, I have found no grounds to charge this man with those things you accuse Him

of. Neither has Herod, because he sent Him back to us. Clearly, He has done nothing to 

deserve death. Therefore, I will have Him whipped and then release Him.” For according to 

the festival he had to release someone to them.

Then they all cried out together, “Take this man away! Release Barabbas to us!” (He had 

been thrown into prison for a rebellion that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)

Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, but they kept shouting, “Crucify! 

Crucify Him!”

A third time he said to them, “Why? What has this man done wrong? I have found in Him no 

grounds for the death penalty. Therefore, I will have Him whipped and then release Him.”

But they kept up the pressure, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And their 

voices won out. So Pilate decided to grant their demand and released the one they were 

asking for, who had been thrown into prison for rebellion and murder. But he handed Jesus 

over to their will.



As they led Him away, they seized Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country, 

and laid the cross on him to carry behind Jesus. A large crowd of people followed Him, 

including women who were mourning and lamenting Him. But turning to them, Jesus said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and your children. 

Look, the days are coming when they will say, ‘The women without children, the wombs that 

never bore and the breasts that never nursed, are fortunate!’ Then they will begin to say to the

mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ For if they do these things when the wood 

is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Two others—criminals—were also led away to be executed with Him. When they arrived at 

the place called The Skull, they crucified Him there, along with the criminals, one on the right 

and one on the left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know what 

they are doing.” And they divided His clothes and cast lots.

The people stood watching, and even the leaders kept scoffing: “He saved others; let Him 

save Himself if this is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked Him. They 

came offering Him sour wine and said, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!”

An inscription was above Him: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at Him: “Aren’t You the Messiah?

Save Yourself and us!”

But the other answered, rebuking him: “Don’t you even fear God, since you are undergoing 

the same punishment? We are punished justly, because we’re getting back what we deserve 

for the things we did, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember 

me when You come into Your kingdom!”

And He said to him, “I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise.”

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three, because the sun’s

light failed. The curtain of the sanctuary was split down the middle. And Jesus called out with 



a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I entrust My spirit.” Saying this, He breathed His last.

When the centurion saw what happened, he began to glorify God, saying, “This man really 

was righteous!” All the crowds that had gathered for this spectacle, when they saw what had 

taken place, went home, striking their chests. But all who knew Him, including the women 

who had followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

The Gospel of the Lord

On March 22nd we remember the life of James De Koven, priest and professor.

De Koven was born in Middletown, Connecticut. He graduated from Columbia College in 

1851 and as valedictorian at the General Theological Seminary in 1854. DeKoven was 

ordained deacon on Aug. 6, 1854, and priest on Sept. 23, 1855. In 1854 he became professor

of ecclesiastical history at Nashotah House and rector of St. John Chrysostom at nearby 

Delafield, Wisconsin. In 1858 he became warden of St. John's Hall, a preparatory school in 

Delafield. De Koven became warden of Racine College in 1859 and served there until his 

death. De Koven was the most widely known and respected leader of the Anglo-catholic 

movement of the nineteenth century. He was influenced by the Oxford Movement 

(Tractarians) and brought many of their principles, especially the doctrine of the Real 

Presence in the Holy Eucharist, to the attention of the Episcopal Church. De Koven was also 

a ritualist, and under his leadership, the choir at Racine College was vested. He allowed lights

(candles) on the altar of St. John's Chapel. At the General Conventions of 1871 and 1874 he 

defended eucharistic adoration and pleaded for comprehensiveness in doctrine and worship. 

His addresses to General Convention on these occasions are considered to be some of the 

most significant moments of oratory in the history of General Convention. A stringent canon 

on ritual was avoided through De Koven's advocacy. But his defense of ritualism caused 

many in the Episcopal Church of his day to be suspicious of him. He was nominated Bishop 

of Massachusetts in 1872 and of Milwaukee in 1874. He was elected but not consecrated 

Bishop of Illinois in 1875 because he did not receive the necessary consents from a sufficient 

number of diocesan standing committees in the Episcopal Church. He was never made a 

bishop. 



After suffering a fall on the ice, De Koven died on St. Joseph’s Day March 19th, in 1879. He is

buried on the grounds of Racine College, now the DeKoven Center, in Racine, Wisconson. 

Let us Pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who led your servant James De Koven to honor 

your presence at the altar, and constantly to point to your Christ: Grant that all ministers and 

stewards of your mysteries may impart to your faithful people the knowledge of your presence

and the truth of your grace; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


