
Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 17, 2016

The Collect: O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when 

we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; 

who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 9:36-43 read from the New Revised Standard Anglicised Version 

Bible

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 

was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When 

they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 

disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please 

come to us without delay.’ So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they 

took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics 

and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them 

outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’

Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped 

her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known 

throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some 

time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * you have anointed

my head with oil, and my cup is running over.



6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord for ever. 

Second Lesson: The book of Revelation 7:9-17 read from the Revised Standard Version

Bible

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud 

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the 

angels stood round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 

wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! 

Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 

whence have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are they 

who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb.

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night within his temple; 

and he who sits upon the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no 

more, neither thirst any more; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the 

Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 

living water; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 10:22-30 read from the God's Word Bible

The Festival of the Dedication of the Temple took place in Jerusalem during the winter. Jesus 

was walking on Solomon’s porch in the temple courtyard.



The Jews surrounded him. They asked him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 

are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

Jesus answered them, “I’ve told you, but you don’t believe me. The things that I do in my 

Father’s name testify on my behalf. However, you don’t believe because you’re not my sheep.

My sheep respond to my voice, and I know who they are. They follow me, and I give them 

eternal life. They will never be lost, and no one will tear them away from me. My Father, who 

gave them to me, is greater than everyone else, and no one can tear them away from my 

Father. The Father and I are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord

On April 23rd we celebrate the life of Toyohiko Kagawa, a Japanese pacifist, Christian 

reformer and labor activist.

Toyohiko was born in 1888 in Kobe, Japan. Both parents died while he was young and he 

lived first with his widowed stepmother and then with an uncle. He was sent away to school, 

where he was taught by two American missionaries, Drs. Harry W. Myers and Charles A. 

Logan, who took him into their homes.

He enrolled in a Bible class in order to learn English, and in his teens he became a Christian 

and was disowned by the remaining extended family. In his late teens, he attended 

Presbyterian College in Tokyo for three years. He decided that he had a vocation to help the 

poor, and that in order to do so effectively he must live as one of them. Accordingly, from 1910

to 1924 he lived for all but two years in a shed six feet square in the slums of Kobe. In 1912 

he unionized the shipyard workers. He spent two years from1914-1916 at Princeton studying 

techniques for the relief of poverty. In 1918 and 1921 he organized unions among factory 

workers and among farmers. He worked for universal male suffrage, which was granted in 

1925, and for laws more favorable to trade unions.

In 1923 he was asked to supervise social work in Tokyo. His writings began to attract 

favorable notice from the Japanese government and abroad. He established credit unions, 



schools, hospitals, and churches, and wrote and spoke extensively on the application of 

Christian principles to the ordering of society.

He founded the Anti-War League, and in 1940 was arrested after publicly apologizing to 

China for the Japanese invasion of that country. In the summer of 1941 he visited the United 

States in an attempt to avert war between Japan and the US. After the war, despite failing 

health, he devoted himself to the reconciliation of democratic ideals and procedures with 

traditional Japanese culture. He died in Tokyo April 23rd 1960.

Let us Pray: We bless your Name, O God, for the witness of Toyohiko Kagawa, reformer and 

teacher, who was persecuted for his pacifist principles and went on to lead a movement for 

democracy in Japan; and we pray that you would strengthen and protect all who suffer for 

their fidelity to Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 


