
Fifth Sunday of Easter Sunday, April 24th, 2016

The Collect: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 

know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 

follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 11:1-18 read from Holman Christian Standard Bible

The apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles had 

welcomed God’s message also. When Peter went up to Jerusalem, those who stressed 

circumcision argued with him, saying, “You visited uncircumcised men and ate with them!”

Peter began to explain to them in an orderly sequence, saying: “I was in the town of Joppa 

praying, and I saw, in a visionary state, an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, 

being lowered by its four corners from heaven, and it came to me. When I looked closely and 

considered it, I saw the four-footed animals of the earth, the wild beasts, the reptiles, and the 

birds of the sky. Then I also heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat!’

“‘No, Lord!’ I said. ‘For nothing common or ritually unclean has ever entered my mouth!’ But a 

voice answered from heaven a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 

common.’

“Now this happened three times, and then everything was drawn up again into heaven. At that

very moment, three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea arrived at the house where

we were. Then the Spirit told me to accompany them with no doubts at all. These six brothers 

accompanied me, and we went into the man’s house. He reported to us how he had seen the 

angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa, and call for Simon, who is also 

named Peter. He will speak a message to you that you and all your household will be saved 

by.’



“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them, just as on us at the beginning. 

Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ Therefore, if God gave them the same gift that He also gave 

to us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, how could I possibly hinder God?”

When they heard this they became silent. Then they glorified God, saying, “So God has 

granted repentance resulting in life even to the Gentiles!”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 148 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; * praise him in the heights.

2 Praise him, all you angels of his; * praise him, all his host.

3 Praise him, sun and moon; * praise him, all you shining stars.

4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, * and you waters above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord; * for he commanded, and they were created.

6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * he gave them a law which shall not pass 

away.

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, * you sea-monsters and all deeps;

8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * tempestuous wind, doing his will;

9 Mountains and all hills, * fruit trees and all cedars;

10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * creeping things and winged birds;

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, * princes and all rulers of the world;

12 Young men and maidens, * old and young together.

13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, * for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over 

earth and heaven.

14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * the children 

of Israel, a people who are near him. Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Revelation 21:1-6 read from The International Children's Bible

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth had 



disappeared. Now there was no sea. And I saw the holy city coming down out of heaven from 

God. This holy city is the new Jerusalem. It was prepared like a bride dressed for her 

husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne. The voice said, “Now God’s home is with men.

He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them and will be 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, 

sadness, crying, or pain. All the old ways are gone.”

The One who was sitting on the throne said, “Look! I am making everything new!” Then he 

said, “Write this, because these words are true and can be trusted.”

The One on the throne said to me: “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End. I will give free water from the spring of the water of life to anyone who

is thirsty.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 13:31-35 read from the Lexham English Bible

Then, when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is 

glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and will glorify 

him immediately. Children, yet a little time I am with you. You will seek me and just as I said to

the Jews, “Where I am going you cannot come,” now I say also to you.

“A new commandment I give to you: that you love one another—just as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples—if you have 

love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 30th we celebrate the life of Sarah Josepha Buell Hale, editor 

and prophetic witness.

Sarah Josepha Buell Hale was an American writer and influential editor. She is the author of 



the nursery rhyme "Mary Had a Little Lamb". She famously campaigned for the creation of the

American holiday known as “Thanksgiving”.

Hale was born October 24th, 1788 in Newport, New Hampshire to Captain Gordon and 

Martha Buell. Her parents believed in equal education for both sexes. Early on in her life, she 

was educated by her mother and her brother Horatio who taught her what he had learned at 

Dartmouth; later on, Hale was self taught.

She married David Hale in 1813,and had five children. Hale, a lawyer, died in 1822 and to 

signify that she was in perpetual mourning, she wore black the rest of her life.

In 1823, with the monetary support of her late husband's Freemason lodge, she published a 

collection of her poems entitled The Genius of Oblivion.

Her novel, published in the U.S. under the title Northwood: Life North and South and in 

London under the title, A New England Tale, made her one of the first American women 

novelists and one of the first of either gender to write a book about slavery. The book, which 

espoused New England virtues as the model to follow for national prosperity, was immediately

successful. The book garnered praise from Reverend John Blake, who asked Hale to move to

Boston to serve as the editor of his journal, Ladies' Magazine. She agreed and, from 1828 

until 1836, she served as editor in Boston, though she preferred being called an "editress". 

Her collection Poems for Our Children, which includes the now-famous "Mary Had a Little 

Lamb", was published in 1830. In 1877 Thomas Edison spoke the opening lines of "Mary's 

Lamb" as the first speech ever recorded on his newly invented phonograph.

Louis Godey of Philadelphia wanted to hire Hale as the editor of his journal Godey's Lady's 

Book. He bought the Ladies' Magazine, now renamed American Ladies' Magazine, and 

merged it with his journal. In 1837 Hale began working as editor of the expanded Godey's 

Lady's Book, and remained editor at Godey's for forty years, retiring almost at the age of 

ninety in 1877. During her tenure at Godey's, many important women contributed poetry and 

prose to the magazine. During this time, she became one of the most important and influential

arbiters of American taste. In its day, Godey's, with no significant competitors, had an 



influence unimaginable for any single publication today. The magazine is credited with an 

ability to influence fashions not only for women's clothes, but also in domestic architecture. 

During this time, Hale wrote many novels and poems, publishing nearly fifty volumes of work 

by the end of her life.

Hale was a staunch proponent of education for girls and women, pushing for entrance into 

professions like teaching and eventually medicine. She helped establish the Troy Female 

Seminary and financed Vassar College and campaigned for women to join the institution’s 

faculty. She was also a strong advocate of the American nation and union. In the 1820s and 

1830s, a time when other American magazines merely compiled and reprinted articles from 

British periodicals, Hale was among the leaders of a group of American editors who insisted 

on publishing American writers. She particularly liked to publish fiction with American themes, 

the frontier, and historical fiction set during the American Revolution. Hale adamantly opposed

slavery, but was equally devoted to the Union. 

Hale is credited as the individual most responsible for making Thanksgiving a national holiday

in the United States. It had previously been celebrated only in New England and was largely 

unknown in the American South. Her advocacy for the national holiday began in 1846 and 

lasted 17 years before it was successful. Her initial efforts failed to persuade, but finally 

convinced Abraham Lincoln to support legislation establishing a national holiday of 

Thanksgiving in 1863.The new national holiday was considered a unifying day after the stress

of the American Civil War.

Hale retired from editorial duties in 1877 at the age of 89. She died at her home, in 

Philadelphia, on April 30th, 1879, and is buried in a simple grave in the Laurel Hill Cemetery 

in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Let us pray: Gracious God, we bless your Name for the vision and witness of Sarah Hale, 

whose advocacy for the ministry of women helped to support the deaconess movement. 

Make us grateful for your many blessings, that we may come closer to Christ in our own 

families; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


