
Sixth Sunday of Easter May 1, 2016

The Collect: O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass 

our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 16:9-15 read from the Message Bible

That night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far shore and called across the sea,

“Come over to Macedonia and help us!” The dream gave Paul his map. We went to work at 

once getting things ready to cross over to Macedonia. All the pieces had come together. We 

knew now for sure that God had called us to preach the good news to the Europeans.

Putting out from the harbor at Troas, we made a straight run for Samothrace. The next day we

tied up at New City and walked from there to Philippi, the main city in that part of Macedonia 

and, even more importantly, a Roman colony. We lingered there several days.

On the Sabbath, we left the city and went down along the river where we had heard there was

to be a prayer meeting. We took our place with the women who had gathered there and 

talked with them. One woman, Lydia, was from Thyatira and a dealer in expensive textiles, 

known to be a God-fearing woman. As she listened with intensity to what was being said, the 

Master gave her a trusting heart—and she believed!

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her household, she said in a surge of 

hospitality, “If you’re confident that I’m in this with you and believe in the Master truly, come 

home with me and be my guests.” We hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 67

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * show us the light of his countenance and come to



us.

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, * your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all

the nations upon earth.

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; * let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; * may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7 May God give us his blessing, * and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Epistle: Revelation 21:10, 22-27, 22:1-5 read from the Modern English Version Bible

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the Holy 

City, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city 

has no need of sun or moon to shine in it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth

shall bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall never be shut by day, for there shall be 

no night there. They shall bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. No unclean thing

shall ever enter it, nor shall anyone who commits abomination or falsehood, but only those 

whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Then he showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. On each side of the river was the tree of 

life, which bore twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were 

for the healing of the nations. There shall be no more curse. The throne of God and of the 

Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name 

shall be on their foreheads. Night shall be no more. They need no lamp nor the light of the 

sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: John 14:23-29  read from the New American Standard Bible

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 

will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. He who does not love 

Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who 

sent Me.

“These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance all that I said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. You heard 

that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced

because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. Now I have told you before it 

happens, so that when it happens, you may believe.

The Gospel of the Lord

On May 7 we celebrate the life of Sister Harriet Starr Cannon, founder of the Sisters of 

St. Mary, one of the first orders of Anglican nuns.

Harriet was born in Charleston, SC on April 5 1823, of parents who had moved there from 

Connecticut. They died when she was just a year old, so she and her older sister grew up in 

Bridgeport, Conn., where they lived with relatives. Her sister married and moved to California,

and Harriet made plans to move there also, but on the eve of her planned departure, she 

received word that her sister had died. This crisis lead her to join the Sisters of Holy 

Communion an Episcopal order of deaconesses founded by William Augustus Muhlenberg 

and Anne Ayres, in New York the following year, in 1856. After a few years there, she grew to 

desire more spirituality in the order, in addition to the work among the poor. So she and a few 

others left to form a new order, the Sisters of St. Mary.

The order was formally founded in 1865 and was dedicated both to prayer and service. Their 

initial primary areas of service were St. Mary's Free Hospital for Poor Children and the House 

of Mercy, a home for "wayward" girls and young women . This latter endeavour was 



established in what is now Inwood Park in Manhattan in 1891 and primarily housed girls sent 

there by the courts for indefinite sentences. 

The order expanded rapidly, numbering over 100 by the time of Sr. Harriet's death. In its early 

days, the order was strongly supported by Morgan Dix, rector of Trinity Church, New York, 

who wrote a short biography of Sr. Harriet at the time of her death. She died on Easter Day, 

1896, surrounded by members of her community. She was buried in the convent cemetery in 

Peekskill, NY. 

Let us pray: Gracious God, you called Mother Harriet and her companions to revive the 

religious life in the Episcopal Church by founding the religious community of St. Mary, and to 

dedicate their lives to you: Grant that, after their example, we may ever surrender ourselves 

to the revelation of your holy will; through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


