
Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 8, 2016

The Collect: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send 

us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ 

has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 16:16-34 read from the New Century Version Bible

Once, while we were going to the place for prayer, a servant girl met us. She had a 

special spirit in her, and she earned a lot of money for her owners by telling fortunes. 

This girl followed Paul and us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High 

God. They are telling you how you can be saved.”

She kept this up for many days. This bothered Paul, so he turned and said to the spirit,

“By the power of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” Immediately, the 

spirit came out.

When the owners of the servant girl saw this, they knew that now they could not use 

her to make money. So they grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them before the city 

rulers in the marketplace. They brought Paul and Silas to the Roman rulers and said, 

“These men are Jews and are making trouble in our city. They are teaching things that 

are not right for us as Romans to do.”

The crowd joined the attack against them. The Roman officers tore the clothes of Paul 

and Silas and had them beaten with rods. Then Paul and Silas were thrown into jail, 

and the jailer was ordered to guard them carefully. When he heard this order, he put 

them far inside the jail and pinned their feet down between large blocks of wood.



About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God as the other 

prisoners listened. Suddenly, there was a strong earthquake that shook the foundation 

of the jail. Then all the doors of the jail broke open, and all the prisoners were freed 

from their chains. The jailer woke up and saw that the jail doors were open. Thinking 

that the prisoners had already escaped, he got his sword and was about to kill himself.

But Paul shouted, “Don’t hurt yourself! We are all here.”

The jailer told someone to bring a light. Then he ran inside and, shaking with fear, fell 

down before Paul and Silas. He brought them outside and said, “Men, what must I do 

to be saved?”

They said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved—you and all the 

people in your house.” So Paul and Silas told the message of the Lord to the jailer and

all the people in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took Paul and Silas and 

washed their wounds. Then he and all his people were baptized immediately. After this

the jailer took Paul and Silas home and gave them food. He and his family were very 

happy because they now believed in God.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 97 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice; * let the multitude of the isles be glad.

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * righteousness and justice are the 

foundations of his throne.

3 A fire goes before him * and burns up his enemies on every side.

4 His lightnings light up the world; * the earth sees it and is afraid.

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * at the presence of the 

Lord of the whole earth.

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * and all the peoples see his glory.

7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! * Bow 



down before him, all you gods.

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * because of your judgments, 

O Lord.

9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; * you are exalted far above all 

gods.

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * he preserves the lives of his saints and 

delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * and joyful gladness for those who are 

truehearted.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * and give thanks to his holy Name.

Epistle: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 read from the New International 

Version Bible

“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person 

according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 

Last, the Beginning and the End.

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of 

life and may go through the gates into the city.

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the 

one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of 

life.

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus.



The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 17:20-26 read from the New Living Translation Bible

“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me 

through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as 

you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will 

believe you sent me.

“I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. I am in 

them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will 

know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me. Father, I want

these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the 

glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began!

“O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know 

you sent me. I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love 

for me will be in them, and I will be in them.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing prayer: On May 14th we celebrate the life of Frances Perkins, public 

servant and prophetic witness.

Frances Perkins, born on April 10th, 1880 was the U.S. Secretary of Labor from 1933 

to 1945, and the first woman appointed to the U.S. Cabinet. As a loyal supporter of her

friend, Franklin D. Roosevelt, she helped pull the labor movement into the New Deal 

coalition. She and Interior Secretary Harold Ickes were the only original members of 

the Roosevelt cabinet who remained in offices for his entire presidency.



During her term as Secretary of Labor, she was largely responsible for the U.S. 

adoption of social security, unemployment insurance, federal laws regulating child 

labor, and adoption of the federal minimum wage.

Perkins was born in Boston, Massachusetts and spent much of her childhood in 

Worcester. She attended Worcester's Classical High School and graduated from 

Mount Holyoke College with a BA degree in chemistry in 1902, and from Columbia 

University with a master's degree in sociology in 1910.

She achieved statewide prominence as head of the New York Consumers League in 

1910 and in that position she lobbied with vigor for better working hours and 

conditions. The next year, she witnessed the tragic Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, a 

pivotal event in her life. In 1918, Perkins accepted Governor Al Smith's offer to join the 

New York State Industrial Commission, becoming its first female member. She became

chairwoman of the commission in 1926.

In 1929 the newly-elected New York governor, Franklin D. Roosevelt, appointed 

Perkins as the state industrial commissioner. Having earned the cooperation and 

respect of various political factions, Perkins ably helped put New York in the forefront 

of progressive reform. She expanded factory investigations, reduced the workweek for

women to 48 hours, and championed minimum wage and unemployment insurance 

laws.

In 1933 President Roosevelt appointed Perkins as Secretary of the Department of 

Labor, a position she held for twelve years, longer than any other Secretary of Labor. 

With few exceptions, President Roosevelt consistently supported the goals and 

programs of Secretary Perkins. In an administration filled with compromise, the 

president's support for the agenda of Frances Perkins was unusually constant.

As Secretary of Labor, Perkins played a key role in the cabinet by writing New Deal 



legislation, including minimum-wage laws. Her most important contribution, however, 

came in 1934 as chairwoman of the President's Committee on Economic Security. In 

this post, she was involved in all aspects of the reports and hearings that ultimately 

resulted in the Social Security Act of 1935.

Following her tenure as Secretary of Labor, in 1945 Perkins was asked by President 

Harry Truman to serve on the United States Civil Service Commission, which she did 

until 1952, when her husband died and she resigned from federal service. During this 

period, she also published a memoir of her time in FDR's administration called The 

Roosevelt I Knew, which offered a sympathetic view of the president.

As a young adult she discovered the Episcopal Church and was confirmed at the 

Church of the Holy Spirit in Lake Forest, Illinois, on June 11th, 1905, and was a faithful

and active Episcopalian for the remainder of her life.

During her time as Secretary of Labor, she would take time away from her duties on a 

monthly basis and make a retreat with the All Saints' Sisters of the Poor in nearby 

Catonsville, Maryland.

Following her government service career, Perkins remained active as a teacher and 

lecturer at the New York State School of Industrial and Labor Relations at Cornell 

University until her death on May 14th, 1965 at age 85.

Let us pray: Loving God, we bless your Name for Frances Perkins who in faithfulness

to her baptism sought to build a society in which all may live in health and decency: 

Help us, following her example and in union with her prayers, to contend tirelessly for 

justice and for the protection of all, that we may be faithful followers of Jesus Christ; 

who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


