
Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 15, 2016

The Collect: O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to 

them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all 

things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

Reading: Acts 2:1-21 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where

they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 

the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 

one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 

wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 



sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 

men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 

pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and 

signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 104:25-35,37 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full

of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * creatures both

small and great.

27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * which you have made for the sport of 

it.

28 All of them look to you * to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * you open your hand, and they are filled with good 

things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * you take away their breath, and they die and 

return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; * I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Romans 8:14-17 read from the New Revised Standard Version 

Anglicised Bible

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 



slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! 

Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 

that we may also be glorified with him.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 14:8-17, 25-27 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has

seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority;

but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 

Father in me; or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater 

works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will 

do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he will give 

you another Counselor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he dwells with 

you, and will be in you.

“These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy 

Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not 

as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 17th we celebrate the life of William Hobart Hare, an American 



bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Son of Rev. George Emlen Hare, William Hobart Hare was born May 17th, 1838 in Princeton, 

N. J., and was educated at the University of Pennsylvania, although he never graduated nor 

attended seminary before his ordination as a deacon in 1859 and as a priest in 1862.

He preached in Philadelphia at St. Luke's Episcopal Church and St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

in the Chestnut Hill neighborhood until 1863, when he moved to Minnesota. He went in hopes

that the climate change would help his wife's health. Unfortunately Mrs. Hare died in January 

1866 from the pulmonary disease which had affected her for several years. Hare traveled for 

a year before returning to Philadelphia to take a position at the Church of the Ascension. For 

three years, Hare served as the general agent of the foreign committee of the board of 

missions. In 1872 he was elected Missionary Bishop of Niobrara (Nio-brair-ra), named after 

the Niobrara (Nio-brair-ra) River in Nebraska. In 1883 that diocese was split, and Rt. Rev. 

Hare added the state of South Dakota to the area of his responsibility. 

One of the leading missionaries in America, Hare earned the title "the Apostle of the West" for

his dedicated work in the rural Dakotas among pioneers and Native Americans. He was the 

author of several pamphlets on missionary work in the West.

Hare died October 23rd, 1909 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. His body was returned to South 

Dakota for burial outside the diocese's cathedral in Sioux Falls.

Let us pray: Holy God, you called your servant William Hobart Hare to proclaim the means of

grace and the hope of glory to the peoples of the Great Plains: We give you thanks for the 

devotion of those who received the Good News gladly, and for the faithfulness of the 

generations who have succeeded them. Strengthen us with your Holy Spirit, that we may walk

in their footsteps and lead many to faith in Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


