
Second Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday, May 29, 2016

The Collect: O God, your never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heaven and 

earth: Put away from us, we entreat you, all hurtful things, and give us those things which are 

profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 18:20-21, 30-39 read from the Lexham English Bible

So Ahab sent word among the Israelites, and he assembled the prophets to Mount Carmel. 

Elijah approached to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping over two opinions?

If Yahweh is God, go after him; but if Baal, go after him.” But the people did not answer him a 

word. 

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me,” so all the people came closer to him. 

He repaired the altar of Yahweh that had been destroyed. Elijah took twelve stones according 

to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of God came, saying, 

“Israel shall be your name.” With them, he built an altar in the name of Yahweh, and he made 

a trench which would have held about two seahs of seed, all around the altar. And he 

arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces, and placed it on the wood. Then he said, “Fill four 

jars with water, and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” He said, “Do it again!” 

They did it again. He said, “Do it a third time!” So they did it a third time. The water went all 

around the altar, and the trench also was filled with water.

It happened at the offering of the evening oblation, Elijah the prophet went near, and he said, 

“O Yahweh, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; let it be known today that you are God in 

Israel and that I am your servant and that I have done all of these things by your words. 

Answer me, O Yahweh, answer me; that this people may know that you, O Yahweh, are God 

and that you have turned their hearts back again.” Then the fire of Yahweh fell, and it 

consumed the burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust; and the water 

which was in the trench it licked up! When all the people saw, they fell on their faces and said,

“Yahweh, he is God! Yahweh, he is God!”



The Word of the Lord

Psalm 96: 1-9, read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to 

day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations * and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * but it is the Lord who made the 

heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * Oh, the power and the splendor of his 

sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * let the whole earth tremble before him.

Epistle: Galatians 1:1-12 read from read from The Message Bible

I, Paul, and my companions in faith here, send greetings to the Galatian churches. My 

authority for writing to you does not come from any popular vote of the people, nor does it 

come through the appointment of some human higher-up. It comes directly from Jesus the 

Messiah and God the Father, who raised him from the dead. I’m God-commissioned. So I 

greet you with the great words, grace and peace! We know the meaning of those words 

because Jesus Christ rescued us from this evil world we’re in by offering himself as a sacrifice

for our sins. God’s plan is that we all experience that rescue. Glory to God forever! Oh, yes!

I can’t believe your fickleness—how easily you have turned traitor to him who called you by 

the grace of Christ by embracing a variant message! It is not a minor variation, you know; it is 

completely other, an alien message, a no-message, a lie about God. Those who are 

provoking this agitation among you are turning the Message of Christ on its head. Let me be 

blunt: If one of us—even if an angel from heaven!—were to preach something other than what



we preached originally, let him be cursed. I said it once; I’ll say it again: If anyone, regardless 

of reputation or credentials, preaches something other than what you received originally, let 

him be cursed.

Do you think I speak this strongly in order to manipulate crowds? Or curry favor with God? Or 

get popular applause? If my goal was popularity, I wouldn’t bother being Christ’s slave. Know 

this—I am most emphatic here, friends—this great Message I delivered to you is not mere 

human optimism. I didn’t receive it through the traditions, and I wasn’t taught it in some 

school. I got it straight from God, received the Message directly from Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 7:1-10 read from the Modern English Version Bible

When He had completed all His words in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum. 

Now a centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die. When he heard of

Jesus, he sent the elders of the Jews to Him, asking Him to come and heal his servant. When

they came to Jesus, they asked Him earnestly, saying, “You should do this for him for he is 

worthy, for he loves our nation, and he has built us a synagogue.” So Jesus went with them.

When He was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying, “Lord, do not 

trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy to have You come under my roof. Likewise, I did not think

myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself 

am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, 

and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

When Jesus heard these words, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the people who 

followed Him, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” Then those who 

were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer:On May 30 we celebrate the life of Joan of Arc, a visionary.

Joan of Arc was born in France, near the border of Burgundy, on January 6th, 1412. In her 

time the King of England claimed the crown of France by the laws of inheritance, and English 

troops were fighting in France to support that claim. The English King inherited through a 

woman, and the French claimants, the House of Valois (val-wah), asserted that French law 

did not allow the crown to be inherited by or through a woman. Henry V of England won a 

decisive victory at the Battle of Agincourt (a-zhan-koor) in 1415, and signed an agreement 

with the Valois (val-wah) monarch Charles VI, providing that Charles should keep his crown 

during his lifetime, that his daughter Catherine should marry Henry, and that Henry should be 

the next king. Charles VI had a son, but the Queen took an oath that she had been unfaithful 

to her husband, and that he was not the King's son, and therefore had no right to inherit the 

throne. In 1422, Henry V died, leaving an infant son who became Henry VI of England. 

England claimed the throne of France in his name. The Duke of Burgundy supported the 

English claim, and was allied with England. The French claimant, (Charles VII), had not been 

crowned. Since many Frenchmen thought that his mother the Queen might be telling the truth

about his illegitimacy, the story largely paralyzed the national will to fight for Charles.

Into this situation came Joan. When she was thirteen, she began to hear voices telling her 

that she was called to save France. Eventually she identified these voices as those of Michael

the Archangel, and Catherine of Alexandria and Margaret of Antioch, two early virgin martyrs 

about whom little is known historically (the accounts of their lives as we have them contain 

many blatant improbabilities, and even among thoroughly conservative Roman Catholics, 

they are widely thought to be fictitious persons), but who were popular in France at that time. 

Acting, as she said, under direction from her voices, she persuaded a local baron to send her 

to the castle of Charles at Chinon (she-non), where she spoke with the French heir to the 

throne, Charles, and convinced him that her message was genuine. The city of Orleans was 

under siege by the English at that time. Joan and an army marched to the city and broke the 

siege. She then proceeded to win other battles, and to bring Charles to Rheims (rance) to be 

crowned king. However, the king refused to take her advice that he should press the military 

advantage. When she attempted to recapture Paris from the English, he denied her adequate 

support, and the attempt failed. In May of 1430 she was taken prisoner in battle, and tried on 



an accusation of sorcery and heresy. Charles made no effort to ransom or rescue her, 

although her first captors would almost certainly have accepted a ransom. She was convicted 

and burned at the stake on May 30th 1431, at nineteen and a half years old. The French, 

however, eventually went on to win the war and to expel the English from France. King 

Charles, perhaps because it was not to his advantage to have it said that he had been 

crowned by a witch and a heretic, and that he owed his victories and his kingdom to a pact 

with the Devil, pressured the Church courts for a review of the verdict against Joan, and got 

her condemnation annulled in 1456. She came to be regarded as a French national hero, and

was eventually canonized by the Pope in May of 1920. Her day (or a Sunday close to it) is a 

French national holiday. She is ranked as one of France's great national saints. She is 

honored by the Church, not for winning military victories, or even because her visions were 

necessarily authentic, but because, being followed, persuaded of the will of God for her life, 

she responded in faith and obedience to that will as she understood it.

Let us pray: Holy God, whose power is made perfect in weakness: we honor you for the 

calling of Joan of Arc, who, though young, rose up in valor to bear your standard for her 

country, and endured with grace and fortitude both victory and defeat; and we pray that we, 

like Joan, may bear witness to the truth that is in us to friends and enemies alike, and, 

encouraged by the companionship of your saints, give ourselves bravely to the struggle for 

justice in our time; through Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


