
Third Sunday after Pentecost June 5, 2016

The Collect: O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may 

think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 17:8-16 read from the New American Standard Bible

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to 

Sidon, and stay there; behold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.” So he 

arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was 

there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, “Please get me a little water in a jar, that 

I may drink.” As she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a piece of

bread in your hand.” But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have no bread, only a 

handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, I am gathering a few sticks 

that I may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.” Then Elijah said 

to her, “Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it first and 

bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son. For thus 

says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil 

be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.’” So she went and did

according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and her household ate for many days. The 

bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty, according to the word of 

the Lord which He spoke through Elijah.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 146 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! * I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 

praises to my God while I have my being.

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * for there is no help in them.

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * and in that day their thoughts perish.



4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * whose hope is in the Lord their 

God;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * who keeps his promise for 

ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * and food to those who hunger.

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * the Lord lifts up 

those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * he sustains the orphan and 

widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Epistle: Galatians 1:11-24 read from the New Century Version Bible

Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that the Good News I preached to you was not made

up by human beings. I did not get it from humans, nor did anyone teach it to me, but Jesus 

Christ showed it to me.

You have heard about my past life in the Jewish religion. I attacked the church of God and 

tried to destroy it. I was becoming a leader in the Jewish religion, doing better than most other

Jews of my age. I tried harder than anyone else to follow the teachings handed down by our 

ancestors.

But God had special plans for me and set me apart for his work even before I was born. He 

called me through his grace and showed his son to me so that I might tell the Good News 

about him to those who are not Jewish. When God called me, I did not get advice or help from

any person. I did not go to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was. But, 

without waiting, I went away to Arabia and later went back to Damascus.

After three years I went to Jerusalem to meet Peter and stayed with him for fifteen days. I met

no other apostles, except James, the brother of the Lord. God knows that these things I write 

are not lies. Later, I went to the areas of Syria and Cilicia.



In Judea the churches in Christ had never met me. They had only heard it said, “This man 

who was attacking us is now preaching the same faith that he once tried to destroy.” And 

these believers praised God because of me.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 7:11-17 read from the New International Version Bible

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went 

along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the 

only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 

When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. 

He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began to talk, and 

Jesus gave him back to his mother.

They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” 

they said. “God has come to help his people.” This news about Jesus spread throughout 

Judea and the surrounding country.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 8 we remember ROLAND ALLEN priest and mission strategist.

Roland Allen was born in Bristol, England December 29th, 1868. He was the son of an 

Anglican priest but was orphaned early in life. He trained for ministry at Oxford and became a 

priest in 1893. Allen twice spent time in Northern China working for the Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel. The first from 1895 to 1900 ended due to the Boxer Rebellion, 

during which Allen was forced to flee to the British Legation in Beijing. He was chaplain to the 

community throughout much of the siege. After a period back in England, he returned to North

China in 1902, but was forced home due to illness. These ‘early experiences led him to a 

radical reassessment of his own vocation and the theology and missionary methods of the 



Western churches’.

Allen became an early advocate of establishing Churches which from the beginning would be 

self-supporting, self-propagating, and self-governing, adapted to local conditions and not 

merely imitations of Western Christianity. These views were confirmed by a trip to India in 

1910 and by later research in Canada and East Africa. It is with this background that Allen 

wrote his book Missionary Methods which was first published in 1912. 

Allen’s approach to mission strategy for indigenous Churches is based on the study of Saint 

Paul’s missionary methods. He was convinced that in them can be found the solution to most 

of the difficulties of the day. He believed it was the recognition of the church as a local entity 

and trust in the Holy Spirit’s indwelling within the converts and churches which was the mark 

of Paul’s success. In contrast was Allen’s belief that the people of his day were unable to 

entrust their converts to the Holy Spirit and instead relied in His work through them.

His views became increasingly influential, though Allen himself became disillusioned with the 

established churches. He spent the last years of his life in Kenya. Near the end of his life 

Allen wrote The Family Rite. In this essay Allen advocates that the family again becomes the 

center of the Christian church and its ministry. Allen died in Nairobi June 9th, 1947.  His 

funeral was conducted by the Bishop of Mombasa and his gravestone which can be found in 

Nairobi's City Park is a simple stone cross, the inscription on the pedestal reads: "Roland 

Allen, Clerk In Holy Orders, 1868-1947, I Am The Resurrection And The Life Saith The 

Lord" 

Let us pray: Almighty God, by your Spirit you opened the Scriptures to your servant Roland 

Allen, so that he might lead many to know, live and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ: Give 

us grace to follow his example, that the variety of those to whom we reach out in love may 

receive your saving Word and witness in their own languages and cultures to your glorious 

Name; through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


