
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, June 19, 2016

The Collect: O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you

never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your 

loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:1-15a, read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

Ahab told Jez′ebel all that Eli′jah had done, and how he had slain all the prophets with the 

sword. Then Jez′ebel sent a messenger to Eli′jah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and 

more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he 

was afraid, and he arose and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to 

Judah, and left his servant there.

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 

broom tree; and he asked that he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my 

life; for I am no better than my fathers.” And he lay down and slept under a broom tree; and 

behold, an angel touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.” And he looked, and behold, 

there was at his head a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank, 

and lay down again. And the angel of the Lord came again a second time, and touched him, 

and said, “Arise and eat, else the journey will be too great for you.” And he arose, and ate and

drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of 

God.

And there he came to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of the Lord came to 

him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Eli′jah?” He said, “I have been very 

jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the people of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 

thrown down thy altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and 

they seek my life, to take it away.” And he said, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 

the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, 

and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the 



wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, 

but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Eli′jah heard it, 

he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And 

behold, there came a voice to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Eli′jah?” He said, “I 

have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the people of Israel have forsaken 

thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I 

only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on 

your way to the wilderness of Damascus;

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 22:18-27 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

18 Be not far away, O Lord; * you are my strength; hasten to help me.

19 Save me from the sword, * my life from the power of the dog.

20 Save me from the lion’s mouth, * my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.

21 I will declare your Name to my brethren; * in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.

22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of 

Jacob’s line, give glory.

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face 

from them; * but when they cry to him he hears them.

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * I will perform my vows in the presence of those

who worship him.

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * “May 

your heart live for ever!”

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * and all the families of the 

nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * he rules over the nations. 

Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29 read from the God's Word Bible

We were kept under control by Moses’ laws until this faith came. We were under their control 

until this faith which was about to come would be revealed.



Before Christ came, Moses’ laws served as our guardian. Christ came so that we could 

receive God’s approval by faith. But now that this faith has come, we are no longer under the 

control of a guardian. You are all God’s children by believing in Christ Jesus. Clearly, all of 

you who were baptized in Christ’s name have clothed yourselves with Christ. There are 

neither Jews nor Greeks, slaves nor free people, males nor females. You are all the same in 

Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants and heirs, as God 

promised.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 8:26-39 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Then they sailed to the region of the Gerasenes (Jehr-uh-seens), which is opposite Galilee. 

When He got out on land, a demon-possessed man from the town met Him. For a long time 

he had worn no clothes and did not stay in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he 

cried out, fell down before Him, and said in a loud voice, “What do You have to do with me, 

Jesus, You Son of the Most High God? I beg You, don’t torment me!” For He had commanded

the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was 

guarded, bound by chains and shackles, he would snap the restraints and be driven by the 

demon into deserted places.

“What is your name?” Jesus asked him.

“Legion,” he said—because many demons had entered him. And they begged Him not to 

banish them to the abyss.

A large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the hillside. The demons begged Him to permit 

them to enter the pigs, and He gave them permission. The demons came out of the man and 

entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. When 

the men who tended them saw what had happened, they ran off and reported it in the town 

and in the countryside. Then people went out to see what had happened. They came to Jesus

and found the man the demons had departed from, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his 



right mind. And they were afraid. Meanwhile, the eyewitnesses reported to them how the 

demon-possessed man was delivered. Then all the people of the Gerasene (Jehr-uh-seens) 

region[g] asked Him to leave them, because they were gripped by great fear. So getting into 

the boat, He returned.

The man from whom the demons had departed kept begging Him to be with Him. But He sent

him away and said, “Go back to your home, and tell all that God has done for you.” And off he

went, proclaiming throughout the town all that Jesus had done for him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 25th we celebrate the life of James Weldon Johnson: Poet

James Weldon Johnson was an American author, politician, diplomat, critic, journalist, poet, 

anthologist, educator, lawyer, songwriter, and early civil rights activist. Johnson is 

remembered best for his writing, which includes novels, poems, and collections of folklore. He

was also one of the first African-American professors at New York University. Later in life he 

was a professor of creative literature and writing at Fisk University. 

He was born June 17th, 1871 in Jacksonville, Florida, into a middle-class black family of 

Bahamian ancestry. He graduated from Atlanta University and became the first African-

American admitted to the Florida bar. From 1906 to 1913 he was Consul in Venezuela and 

then Nicaragua; during this period he wrote the fictional Autobiography of an Ex-Colored 

Man.

In 1913 he returned to the U. S., lived in New York, and engaged initially in songwriting and 

the theater with his brother, but then became involved in political activism.

In the fall of 1916, because Johnson excelled as a reconciler of differences among those 

whose ideological agendas seemed to preclude unified, cooperative action, he was asked to 

become the national organizer for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP). Opposing race riots in northern cities and the lynchings that pervaded the 

South during and immediately after the end of World War I, Johnson engaged the NAACP in 



mass tactics, such as a silent protest parade down New York's Fifth Avenue in which ten 

thousand African Americans took part on July 28th, 1917. While serving the NAACP from 

1914 through 1930 Johnson started as an organizer and in 1920 became the first black male 

secretary in the organization's history. Throughout the 1920s he was one of the major 

inspirations and promoters of the Harlem Renaissance trying to refute condescending white 

criticism and helping young black authors to get published. While serving in the NAACP 

Johnson was involved in sparking the drive behind the Dyer Anti-Lynching Bill of 1921.

By the 1930's, he had tired of politics, and "retired" to Professor of Creative Literature and 

Writing at Fisk University. He died in an automobile accident in Maine on June 26th, 1938.

Let us pray: Eternal God, we give thanks for the gifts that you gave your servant James 

Weldon Johnson: a heart and voice to praise your Name in verse. As he gave us powerful 

words to glorify you, may we also speak with joy and boldness to banish hatred from your 

creation, in the Name of Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


