
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, June 26, 2016

The Collect: Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined 

together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 read from the International Children's Bible

The Lord said to him, “Go back on the road that leads to the desert around Damascus. Enter 

that city. There pour olive oil on Hazael to make him king over Aram. Then pour oil on Jehu 

son of Nimshi to make him king over Israel. Next, pour oil on Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel 

Meholah. He will be a prophet in your place. 

So Elijah left there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing a field with a team of 

oxen. There were 11 teams ahead of him. Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team of oxen. 

Elijah came up to Elisha. Elijah took off his coat and put it on Elisha. Then Elisha left his oxen 

and ran to follow Elijah. Elisha said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother good-bye. Then I 

will go with you.”

Elijah answered, “That is fine. Go back. I won’t stop you.”

So Elisha went back. He took his pair of oxen and killed them. He used the wooden yoke for 

the fire. Then he cooked the meat and gave it to the people. And they ate it. Then Elisha went

and followed Elijah and became his helper.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my 

good above all other.”



2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * upon those who are noble among the 

people.

3 But those who run after other gods * shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; * in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 

right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Epistle: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 read from the King James Bible

Stand fast therefore in the liberty where with Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 

again with the yoke of bondage. 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou 

shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye 

be not consumed one of another.

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh 

lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 

the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are manifest,

which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, 

hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, 

drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in

time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.



But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified

the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 read from the Lexham English Bible

Now it happened that when the days were approaching for him to be taken up, he set his face

to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers before him, and they went and entered into a 

village of the Samaritans in order to prepare for him. And they did not welcome him because 

he was determined to go to Jerusalem. Now when the disciples James and John saw it, they 

said, “Lord, do you want us to call fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But 

he turned around and rebuked them, and they proceeded to another village.

And as they were traveling on the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 

go!” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of 

Man has no place to lay his head.” And he said to another, “Follow me!” But he said, “Lord, 

first allow me to go and bury my father.” But he said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own 

dead! But you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” And another person also said, “I will 

follow you, Lord, but first allow me to say farewell to those in my house.” But Jesus said, “No 

one who puts his hand on the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God!”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 27th we celebrate the life of Cornelius Hill, priest and chief 

among the Oneida Indians of Wisconsin.

Cornelius Hill, also known as “Big Medicine”, was the last hereditary chief of the Oneida 

Nation, and fought to preserve his people's lands and rights under various treaties with the 

United States government. A lifelong Episcopalian, he was ordained a priest of the Episcopal 

Church in the United States of America at age 69, and ministered to his people until shortly 

before his death.



The Oneida, one of the five founding tribes of the Iroquois Confederacy, had aligned with the 

Americans during the American Revolutionary War, but when faced with pressure from white 

settlers who often mistook them for members of hostile tribes, had began negotiating with the 

Ho-Chunk and Menominee tribes and moved into Wisconsin around 1821. Many members 

had become Christians under missionaries sent by the Episcopal and Methodist Churches. In 

1825, tribal members built a log church near the Fox River, an important portage on their new 

lands, about 10 miles southwest of Green Bay, Wisconsin. The church was called the Hobart 

Chapel after its consecrating bishop, John Henry Hobart of New York.

Cornelius Hill was born on tribal lands in Wisconsin November 13, 1834 and baptized by 

missionary bishop Jackson Kemper. In 1843, Episcopal missionary the Rev. James Lloyd 

Breck escorted the ten-year-old and two other boys to the newly established Nashotah House

to learn English and to be educated.

At age 18, in a council of Oneida from New York, Canada and Wisconsin, Hill became chief of

his Bear Clan. White settlers were also moving into Wisconsin, and coveted tribal lands, 

which were held in common under a 1838 treaty negotiated by Chief Daniel Bread who by his 

death in 1873 thought the tribe would eventually be forced to sell the lands. In 1874, Hill 

drafted a petition to New York's legislature in Albany concerning interference with Oneida 

fishing rights under previous treaties, which was causing considerable hardship to tribal 

members remaining in New York. Hill also helped tribal members learn new farming 

techniques and secure machinery. Women also made baskets and beadwork for sale, and 

after 1900 learned to make lace to support themselves in the modernized world.

Having for years served as organist and interpreter for Episcopal services by the Rev. 

Goodnough and his successors, as well as the tribe's Chief and delegate to church councils, 

Hill thought ordination would bring additional authority among whites as well as help him 

become a bridge between the cultures. 

On June 27th, 1895, Bishop Charles C. Grafton ordained Hill a deacon. On June 24, 1903, 

Bishop Grafton ordained Hill as a priest, the first of his people; during the ceremony Hill 

repeated his vows in his native language.



Hill died on January 25th, 1907, having fallen ill shortly before Christmas. After three 

requiems and funeral at the Church of the Holy Apostles attended by 800 people, he was 

buried in the graveyard with other tribal members and the missionaries he had assisted. The 

Oneida continued to revere Hill's wisdom and sanctity, relating tales of their leader to Works 

Progress Administration (WPA) historians during the Great Depression. The Episcopal Church

honors Cornelius Hill on the anniversary of his first ordination, June 27th.

Let us pray: Everliving Lord of the universe, our loving God, you raised up your priest 

Cornelius Hill, last hereditary chief of the Oneida nation, to shepherd and defend his people 

against attempts to scatter them in the wilderness: Help us, like him, to be dedicated to truth 

and honor, that we may come to that blessed state you have prepared for us; through Jesus 

Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


