
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 03, 2016

The Collect: O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and 

our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our 

whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Kings 5:1-14 read from The Message Bible

Naaman was general of the army under the king of Aram. He was important to his master, 

who held him in the highest esteem because it was by him that God had given victory to 

Aram: a truly great man, but afflicted with a grievous skin disease. It so happened that Aram, 

on one of its raiding expeditions against Israel, captured a young girl who became a maid to 

Naaman’s wife. One day she said to her mistress, “Oh, if only my master could meet the 

prophet of Samaria, he would be healed of his skin disease.”

Naaman went straight to his master and reported what the girl from Israel had said.

“Well then, go,” said the king of Aram. “And I’ll send a letter of introduction to the king of 

Israel.” So he went off, taking with him about 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and 

ten sets of clothes.

Naaman delivered the letter to the king of Israel. The letter read, “When you get this letter, 

you’ll know that I’ve personally sent my servant Naaman to you; heal him of his skin disease.”

When the king of Israel read the letter, he was terribly upset, ripping his robe to pieces. He 

said, “Am I a god with the power to bring death or life that I get orders to heal this man from 

his disease? What’s going on here? That king’s trying to pick a fight, that’s what!”

Elisha the man of God heard what had happened, that the king of Israel was so distressed 

that he’d ripped his robe to shreds. He sent word to the king, “Why are you so upset, ripping 

your robe like this? Send him to me so he’ll learn that there’s a prophet in Israel.”



So Naaman with his horses and chariots arrived in style and stopped at Elisha’s door.

Elisha sent out a servant to meet him with this message: “Go to the River Jordan and 

immerse yourself seven times. Your skin will be healed and you’ll be as good as new.”

Naaman lost his temper. He turned on his heel saying, “I thought he’d personally come out 

and meet me, call on the name of God, wave his hand over the diseased spot, and get rid of 

the disease. The Damascus rivers, Abana and Pharpar, are cleaner by far than any of the 

rivers in Israel. Why not bathe in them? I’d at least get clean.” He stomped off, mad as a 

hornet.

But his servants caught up with him and said, “Father, if the prophet had asked you to do 

something hard and heroic, wouldn’t you have done it? So why not this simple ‘wash and be 

clean’?”

So he did it. He went down and immersed himself in the Jordan seven times, following the 

orders of the Holy Man. His skin was healed; it was like the skin of a little baby. He was as 

good as new.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 30 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up * and have not let my enemies 

triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * you restored my life as I was going down to 

the grave.

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * his favor for a lifetime.

6 Weeping may spend the night, * but joy comes in the morning.

7 While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. * You, Lord, with your favor, made me 

as strong as the mountains.”



8 Then you hid your face, * and I was filled with fear.

9 I cried to you, O Lord; * I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * will the dust praise you or 

declare your faithfulness?

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * O Lord, be my helper.”

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me 

with joy.

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * O Lord my God, I will give you thanks 

for ever.

Epistle: Galatians 6:1-16 read from The Modern English Version Bible

Brothers, if a man is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore such a 

one in the spirit of meekness, watching yourselves, lest you also be tempted. Bear one 

another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if someone thinks himself to be 

something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one examine his own work, 

and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For each one shall bear 

his own burden. Let him who is taught in the word share all good things with him who 

teaches.

Be not deceived. God is not mocked. For whatever a man sows, that will he also reap. For the

one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the

Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary in doing good, for in due 

season we shall reap, if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good 

to all people, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

You see what large letters I have written to you with my own hand.

It is those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be 

circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For they 

themselves who are circumcised do not keep the law. But they desire to have you 

circumcised, so that they may boast in your flesh. God forbid that I should boast, except in the



cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. For in

Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but a new creation. 

Peace and mercy be on all who walk according to this rule and upon the Israel of God.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 read from the New American Standard Bible

Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of Him to 

every city and place where He Himself was going to come. And He was saying to them, “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send

out laborers into His harvest. Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 

Carry no money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way. Whatever house you 

enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on 

him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; 

for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house. Whatever 

city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you; and heal those in it who are 

sick, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But whatever city you 

enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your city 

which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the 

kingdom of God has come near.’ 

“The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he 

who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.”

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

name.” And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. Behold, I 

have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy, and nothing will injure you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 

subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On July 6th we celebrate the life of John (Jan) Huss priest and martyr.

John Huss was born in Bohemia (now part of the Czech Republic) in about 1371. He received

a master's degree from Charles University in Prague in 1396, became a professor of theology

in 1398, was ordained to the priesthood in 1400, was made rector of the University in 1402, 

and in 1404 received a bachelor's degree in theology (presumably a more advanced degree 

than the term suggests today).

In his day, there was a crisis of authority in the Western Church. In 1305, under pressure from

the King of France, the seat of the Popes was moved from Rome to Avignon in France, where

it remained for 70 years. (This period is called the Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy, 

suggesting the 70 years that Jerusalem lay desolate when the Jews were deported to 

Babylon.) In 1376, the then pope returned to Rome. When he died soon after, the cardinals, 

mostly French, were disposed to elect a French Pope, but the people of Rome objected, 

fearing that a French Pope would move the Papacy back to France. The cardinals therefore 

elected an Italian Pope, and then fled elsewhere, where they elected a French Pope and said 

that the first election had been under duress, and was void. Thus there were two (later three) 

claimants for the Papal Office. The Council of Constance was called to settle the matter. One 

claimant recognized the Council and then abdicated. The Council responded by proclaiming 

that he had been the true Pope. It then deposed the other two, and elected a new Pope, thus 

healing the schism.

Meanwhile, Hus had begun to denounce various church abuses in his sermons. His disputes 

with authority did not concern basic theological issues, but rather matters of church discipline 

and practice. The custom had arisen, at celebrations of the Lord's Supper, of distributing the 

consecrated bread to all Christians in good standing who desired to receive it, but restricting 

the chalice to the celebrant alone. Hus denounced this restriction as contrary to Holy 

Scripture and to the ancient tradition of the Church. He also held that Church officials ought to

exercise spiritual powers only, and not be earthly governors. In 1412 his archbishop 

excommunicated him, not for heresy, but for insubordination. (The real problem was that Hus 

supported one papal claimant and the archbishop another. Hus's candidate was ultimately 

declared to be the true pope.) Matters came to a head when one claimant (later declared 

unfit) proclaimed a sale of indulgences to raise money for a war against his rivals. Hus was 



horrified at the idea of selling spiritual benefits to finance a war between two claimants to the 

title "Servant of the Servants of God," and said so.

In 1414 he was summoned to the Council of Constance, with the Emperor guaranteeing his 

personal safety even if found guilty. He was tried, and ordered to recant certain heretical 

doctrines. He replied that he had never held or taught the doctrines in question, and was 

willing to declare the doctrines false, but not willing to declare on oath that he had once taught

them. The one point on which Hus could be said to have a doctrinal difference with the 

Council was that he taught that the office of the pope did not exist by Divine command, but 

was established by the Church that things might be done in an orderly fashion (a view that he 

shared with Thomas More). The Council, having just narrowly succeeded in uniting Western 

Christendom under a single pope after years of chaos, was not about to have its work 

undone. It accordingly found him guilty of heresy, and he was burned at the stake on 6 July 

1415.

After his death, his followers continued to insist on the importance of administering the Holy 

Communion in both kinds, and defeated several armies sent against them. In 1436 a pact 

was signed, by which the Church in Bohemia was authorized to administer the Chalice as well

as Host to all communicants. The followers of John Huss and his fellow martyr Jerome of 

Prague became known as the Czech Brethren and later as the Moravians. The Moravian 

Church survives to this day, and has had a considerable influence on the Lutheran 

movement. When Luther suddenly became famous after the publication of his 95 Theses, 

cartoons and graffiti began to appear implying that Luther was the spiritual heir of John Huss. 

Let us pray: Faithful God, you gave Jan Hus the courage to confess your truth and recall 

your Church to the image of Christ: Enable us, inspired by his example, to bear witness 

against corruption and never cease to pray for our enemies, that we may prove faithful 

followers of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


