
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 10, 2016

The Collect: O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 

grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Amos 7:7-17 read from the New Century Version Bible

This is what he showed me: The Lord stood by a straight wall, with a plumb line in his hand. 

The Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”

I said, “A plumb line.”

Then the Lord said, “See, I will put a plumb line among my people Israel to show how crooked

they are. I will not look the other way any longer.

“The places where Isaac’s descendants worship will be destroyed, Israel’s holy places will be 

turned into ruins, and I will attack King Jeroboam’s family with the sword.”

Amaziah, a priest at Bethel, sent this message to Jeroboam king of Israel: “Amos is making 

evil plans against you with the people of Israel. He has been speaking so much that this land 

can’t hold all his words. This is what Amos has said:

‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and the people of Israel will be taken as captives out of their 

own country.’”

Then Amaziah said to Amos, “Seer, go back right now to Judah. Do your prophesying and 

earn your living there, but don’t prophesy anymore here at Bethel. This is the king’s holy 

place, and it is the nation’s temple.”

Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I do not make my living as a prophet, nor am I a member of 

a group of prophets. I make my living as a shepherd, and I take care of sycamore trees. But 

the Lord took me away from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 



Israel.’ So listen to the Lord’s word. You tell me, ‘Don’t prophesy against Israel, and stop 

prophesying against the descendants of Isaac.’ “Because you have said this, the Lord says:

‘Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and daughters will be killed with 

swords. Other people will measure your land and divide it among themselves, and you will die

in a foreign country. The people of Israel will definitely be taken from their own land as 

captives.’”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 82 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; * he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:

2 “How long will you judge unjustly, * and show favor to the wicked?

3 Save the weak and the orphan; * defend the humble and needy;

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; * deliver them from the power of the wicked.

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness; * all the 

foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, * and all of you children of the Most High;

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, * and fall like any prince.’”

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, * for you shall take all nations for your own.

Epistle: Colossians 1:1-14 read from The New International Version Bible

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To God’s holy 

people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ:Grace and peace to you from 

God our Father.

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because 

we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 

the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you 

have already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same way, 

the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 



among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. You learned it from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who 

also told us of your love in the Spirit.

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives,so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 

share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from 

the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 read from the New Living Translation Bible

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: 

“Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?”

Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”

The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 

your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”

The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and 

he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half 

dead beside the road.



“By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the 

other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him 

lying there, but he also passed by on the other side.

“Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for 

him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and 

bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he 

took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins,[e] telling him, ‘Take 

care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’

“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by 

bandits?” Jesus asked.

The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 14th we celebrate the life of SAMSON OCCUM witness to the 

faith in New England.

The Reverend Samson Occom was a Native American Presbyterian clergyman and a 

member of the Mohegan nation near New London, Connecticut. He has the distinction of 

being the first Native American person to ever publish documents and pamphlets in English.

Born in 1723 to Joshua Tomacham and his wife Sarah, Occom is believed to be a direct 

descendant of the famous Mohegan chief, Uncas. In 1740, at the age of sixteen, Occom was 

exposed to the teachings of Christian evangelical preachers in the Great Awakening. He 

began to study theology at the "Lattin School" of Eleazar Wheelock in 1743 and stayed for 

four years until leaving to begin his own career.



Occom served as a missionary to Native American people in New England and Montauk, 

Long Island, where he married a local woman. It was also on Long Island where he was 

officially ordained a minister on August 30th, 1759, by the presbytery of Suffolk. 

Wheelock established an Indian charity school (which became Dartmouth College) with a gift 

from Joshua Moor in 1754. Wheelock persuaded Occom to go to England in 1766 to raise 

money for the school, along with the Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker. Occom preached his way 

across the country from February 1766, to July 1767. He delivered between three and four 

hundred sermons, drawing large crowds wherever he went. By the end of his tour he had 

raised over twelve thousand pounds for Wheelock's project. King George III himself donated 

200 pounds, and William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth subscribed 50 guineas. The friendship 

between Occom and Wheelock dissolved when Occom learned that Wheelock had neglected 

to care for Occom's wife and children while he was away. Occom also took issue with the fact 

that Wheelock put the funds toward establishing Dartmouth College for the education of 

Englishmen rather than of Native Americans.

Upon his return from England, Occom lived at Mohegan, then moved in 1786 with some New 

England and Long Island Indians to Oneida territory in what is known today as New York. He 

then helped to found Brothertown, and lived among the Brothertown Indians. Occom died on 

July 14th, 1792, in New Stockbridge, New York.

Let us pray: God, the Great Spirit, whose breath gives life to the world and whose voice 

thunders in the wind: We give you thanks for your servant Samson Occom, strong preacher 

and teacher among the Mohegan people; and pray that we, cherishing his example, may love 

learning and by love build up the communities into which you send us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 


