
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost July 24, 2016

The Collect: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 18:20-32 read from the Gods Word Bible

The LORD also said, “Sodom and Gomorrah have many complaints against them, and their sin

is very serious. I must go down and see whether these complaints are true. If not, I will know 

it.”

From there the men turned and went on toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing in 

front of the LORD. Abraham came closer and asked, “Are you really going to sweep away the 

innocent with the guilty? What if there are 50 innocent people in the city? Are you really going 

to sweep them away? Won’t you spare that place for the sake of the 50 innocent people who 

are in it? It would be unthinkable for you to do such a thing, to treat the innocent and the guilty

alike and to kill the innocent with the guilty. That would be unthinkable! Won’t the judge of the 

whole earth do what is fair?”

The LORD said, “If I find 50 innocent people inside the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole 

place for their sake.”

Abraham asked, “Consider now, if I may be so bold as to ask you, although I’m only dust and 

ashes, what if there are 45 innocent people? Will you destroy the whole city because of 5 

fewer people?”

The LORD answered, “I will not destroy it if I find 45 there.”



Abraham asked him again, “What if 40 are found there?”

He answered, “For the sake of the 40 I will not do it.”

“Please don’t be angry if I speak again,” Abraham said. “What if 30 are found there?”

He answered, “If I find 30 there, I will not do it.”

“Look now, if I may be so bold as to ask you,” Abraham said. “What if 20 are found there?”

He answered, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the 20.”

“Please don’t be angry if I speak only one more time,” Abraham said. “What if 10 are found 

there?”

He answered, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the 10.” 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 138 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; * before the gods I will sing your 

praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, * because of your love and 

faithfulness;

3 For you have glorified your Name * and your word above all things.

4 When I called, you answered me; * you increased my strength within me.

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, * when they have heard the words of your 



mouth.

6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, * that great is the glory of the Lord.

7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; * he perceives the haughty from afar.

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * you stretch forth your hand 

against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; * O Lord, your love endures for ever; do not 

abandon the works of your hands.

The Epistle: Colossians 2:6-19 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him, rooted and built up in 

Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, overflowing with gratitude.

Be careful that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit based on 

human tradition, based on the elemental forces of the world, and not based on Christ. For the 

entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ, and you have been filled by Him, who is

the head over every ruler and authority. You were also circumcised in Him with a circumcision 

not done with hands, by putting off the body of flesh, in the circumcision of the Messiah. 

Having been buried with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him through faith in the 

working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and 

in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive with Him and forgave us all our 

trespasses. He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us and 

opposed to us, and has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the 

rulers and authorities and disgraced them publicly; He triumphed over them by Him.

Therefore, don’t let anyone judge you in regard to food and drink or in the matter of a festival 

or a new moon or a Sabbath day.These are a shadow of what was to come; the substance is 

the Messiah. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on ascetic practices and the worship of 

angels, claiming access to a visionary realm and inflated without cause by his unspiritual 

mind. He doesn’t hold on to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held 

together by its ligaments and tendons, develops with growth from God.



The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13 read from the International Children's Bible

One time Jesus was praying in a place. When he finished, one of his followers said to him, 

“John taught his followers how to pray. Lord, please teach us how to pray, too.”

Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, we pray that your name will always be kept holy. We pray that your kingdom will 

come. Give us the food we need for each day. Forgive us the sins we have done, because we

forgive every person who has done wrong to us. And do not cause us to be tested.’”

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose one of you went to your friend’s house at midnight and 

said to him, ‘A friend of mine has come into town to visit me. But I have nothing for him to eat. 

Please loan me three loaves of bread.’ Your friend inside the house answers, ‘Don’t bother 

me! The door is already locked. My children and I are in bed. I cannot get up and give you the

bread now.’ I tell you, maybe friendship is not enough to make him get up to give you the 

bread. But he will surely get up to give you what you need if you continue to ask. So I tell you,

continue to ask, and God will give to you. Continue to search, and you will find. Continue to 

knock, and the door will open for you. Yes, if a person continues asking, he will receive. If he 

continues searching, he will find. And if he continues knocking, the door will open for him. 

What would you fathers do if your son asks you for a fish? Would any of you give him a 

snake? Or, if your son asks for an egg, would you give him a scorpion? Even though you are 

bad, you know how to give good things to your children. So surely your heavenly Father 

knows how to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 27th we remember William Reed Huntington, Priest.

W. R. Huntington, although never a bishop, had more influence on the Episcopal Church than 



most bishops. He was born in Lowell, Massachusetts, in 1838, the son of a physician, studied

at Harvard, and was ordained a priest in 1862. In each of the thirteen General Conventions 

(held every three years) of the Episcopal Church that met between 1870 and his death, he 

was a member, and indeed the most prominent member, of the House of Deputies.

In 1871 he moved for the restoration of the ancient Order of Deaconesses, which was finally 

officially authorized in 1889. His parish became a center for the training of deaconesses. 

Huntington's was the chief voice calling for a revision of the Book of Common Prayer (which 

was completed in 1892), and he was the greatest single influence on the process of revision. 

The prayers he wrote for it include the following, used during Holy Week and on Fridays. 

Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 

entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in 

the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through 

the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In his book The Church Idea published in 1870, Huntington undertook to discuss the basis of

Christian unity, and he formulated the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral, a statement adopted 

first by the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church in 1886 and then, with slight 

modifications, by the Bishops of the world-wide Anglican Communion assembled at Lambeth 

in 1888. The statement set forth four principles which Anglicans regard as essential, and offer 

as a basis for discussion of union with other Christian bodies. 

The Quadrilateral is a four-point articulation of Anglican identity, often cited as encapsulating 

the fundamentals of the Communion's doctrine and as a reference-point for ecumenical 

discussion with other Christian denominations. The four points were:

1. The Holy Scriptures, as containing all things necessary to salvation; 

2. The Creeds (specifically, the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds), as the sufficient statement 

of Christian faith; 

3. The dominical sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion ; 

4. The historic episcopate, locally adapted.

The Quadrilateral has had a significant impact on Anglican identity since its passage by the 

Lambeth Conference. The Resolution came at a time of rapid expansion of the Anglican 



Communion, primarily in the territories of the British Empire. As such, it provided a basis for a 

shared ethos, one that became increasingly important as colonial churches influenced by 

British culture and values, evolved into national ones influenced by local norms.

Despite his involvement in the national affairs of the Church, Huntington was foremost a 

parish priest, for 21 years from 1862 until 1883 at All Saints' Church in Worcester, 

Massachusetts, and for 26 years from 1883 until1909 at Grace Church, New York City. He 

died July 26th 1909. 

Let us pray: O Lord our God, we thank you for instilling in the heart of your servant William 

Reed Huntington a fervent love for your Church and its mission in the world; and we pray that,

with unflagging faith in your promises, we may make known to all peoples your blessed gift of 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


