
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 31, 2016

The Collect: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, 

because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your 

goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Hosea 11:1-11 read from the King James version Bible

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.

As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense

to graven images.

I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed them.

I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I was to them as they that take off 

the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.

He shall not return into the land of Egypt, and the Assyrian shall be his king, because they 

refused to return.

And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume his branches, and devour them, 

because of their own counsels.

And my people are bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most High, 

none at all would exalt him.

How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as 

Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are 

kindled together.

I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am 

God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city.

They shall walk after the Lord: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children 

shall tremble from the west.

They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will 

place them in their houses, saith the Lord.

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 107:1-9, 43 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * that he redeemed them from the 

hand of the foe.

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * from the east and from the west, from the north and 

from the south.

4 Some wandered in desert wastes; * they found no way to a city where they might dwell.

5 They were hungry and thirsty; * their spirits languished within them.

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * and he delivered them from their distress.

7 He put their feet on a straight path * to go to a city where they might dwell.

8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * and the wonders he does for his children.

9 For he satisfies the thirsty * and fills the hungry with good things.

43 Whoever is wise will ponder these things, * and consider well the mercies of the Lord.

Epistle: Colossians 3:1-11 read from the Lexham English Bible

Therefore, if you have been raised together with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things on 

earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your 

life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Therefore put to death what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lustful passion, 

evil desire, and greediness, which is idolatry, because of which the wrath of God is coming 

upon the sons of disobedience, in which also you once lived, when you used to live in them. 

But now you also lay aside all these things: anger, rage, wickedness, slander, abusive 

language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, because you have taken off the old man

together with his deeds, and have put on the new man that is being renewed in knowledge 

according to the image of the one who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 

circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, or free, but Christ is all, and in 

all.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 read from the Message Bible

Someone out of the crowd said, “Teacher, order my brother to give me a fair share of the 

family inheritance.”

He replied, “Mister, what makes you think it’s any of my business to be a judge or mediator for

you?”

Speaking to the people, he went on, “Take care! Protect yourself against the least bit of greed.

Life is not defined by what you have, even when you have a lot.”

Then he told them this story: “The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific crop. He 

talked to himself: ‘What can I do? My barn isn’t big enough for this harvest.’ Then he said, 

‘Here’s what I’ll do: I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll gather in all my 

grain and goods, and I’ll say to myself, Self, you’ve done well! You’ve got it made and can 

now retire. Take it easy and have the time of your life!’

“Just then God showed up and said, ‘Fool! Tonight you die. And your barnful of goods—who 

gets it?’

“That’s what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: on August 3rd we celebrate the life of George Freeman Bragg Jr. Priest

and social activist.

Bragg was born into slavery in Warrenton, North Carolina, in 1863, and baptized at 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church. When the civil war ended, his carpenter father and seamstress 

mother moved their family to Petersburg, Virginia to live with his grandmother Caroline Wiley 

Cain Bragg, a devout Episcopalian and former slave of an Episcopal priest. Even before the 

war, Petersburg had been known for its prosperous free black community, and the city's 

Episcopal churches soon established Sunday schools for black children, to prepare them for 



the responsibilities of citizenship.

In 1868 Caroline Bragg was among the founding members of St. Stephen's Episcopal 

Church, Petersburg's first black Episcopalian church, and her extended family formed much 

of the congregation. In 1872 Bragg became one of the first students at St. Stephen's Normal 

and Industrial School, which in November 1884 was chartered as the Bishop Payne Divinity 

and Industrial School. It was ultimately merged into the Virginia Theological Seminary. Bragg 

graduated from the Bishop Payne Divinity School, in 1886.

On September 20, 1887, Bragg married the daughter of another prominent Petersburg black 

family, Nellie Hill. The couple ultimately had two sons and two daughters.

Bragg was ordained a deacon on January 12, 1887, and assigned as vicar to Holy Innocents 

Episcopal Church, a mission in Norfolk. On December 19, 1888, Bishop Francis McNeece 

Whittle ordained Bragg as a priest at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Norfolk; thus Bragg 

became the twelfth black Episcopal priest. During the next five years, Bragg expanded his 

congregation into a fully self-supporting church. He also established the Industrial School for 

Colored Girls, and served from 1887 through 1890 on the board of Hampton Normal and 

Agricultural Institute. 

In 1891, Bragg accepted a call and became rector of the oldest black Episcopal congregation 

in the South, Baltimore's St. James Episcopal Church which was founded in1824. He served 

there for 49 years, until his death. Under Bragg's leadership, the struggling congregation of 63

again became self-supporting, tripling in size and building a new structure on Park Avenue 

and Preston Streets by 1901. By 1924, it was among the largest black Episcopal parishes in 

the country, with over 500 parishioners. During the Great Depression, it sold that building, 

which had become cramped, and bought a larger church on Lafayette Square from a white 

congregation which moved out of the city. On Easter Sunday 1932, Bragg led the 

congregation's first service in what remains its current church building. 

Bragg continued his social activism fighting racism and Jim Crow laws, both within and 

outside the church. In 1899, he helped establish a black orphanage in Baltimore (the 



Maryland Home for Friendless Colored Children), which became known for its placement of 

teenagers in foster homes. Three years later he helped Booker T. Washington found the 

Committee of Twelve, which fought to prevent disenfranchisement of blacks in Maryland. He 

also advocated the hiring of African-American teachers to educate African-American children 

in Baltimore's schools. Bragg later joined W.E.B. DuBois as one of the founders of the 

Niagara Movement, a precursor of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People. Bragg continued publishing the monthly Church Advocate, wrote several books, and 

worked to develop black ministers.

Bragg fought against restricting the church's mission work to overseas activities, arguing that 

the denomination also needed to foster African American congregations. He served as 

secretary and historiographer of the Conference of Church Workers among Colored People--

which lobbied, among other things, for the election and consecration of black bishops. Bragg 

himself was twice interviewed, but never selected for that promotion.

Bragg died on March 12, 1940, after a short hospitalization at Baltimore's Providence 

Hospital. The Baltimore Sun eulogized his quiet manner, dignity and work for interracial 

harmony. The Episcopal Church remembers him annually on August 3rd with a feast day.

Let us pray: O God, whose mighty hand freed your servant George Freeman Bragg from 

bondage and blessed him with perseverance and courage: Deliver your Church from its 

ignorance and injustice, that through his example and prayers all the baptized may share in 

the work of ministry and, at the last, attain to the perfect freedom of your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


