
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost August 21, 2016

The Collect: Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by 

your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 1:4-10 read from the New Revised Standard Version 

Anglicised

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’

Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ But the 

LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and

you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to 

deliver you, says the LORD.’

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, ‘Now I have

put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to 

pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.’

The word of the Lord

Psalm 71:1-6 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; * let me never be ashamed.

2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * incline your ear to me and save me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * you are my crag and my stronghold.

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * from the clutches of the evildoer and the

oppressor.

5 For you are my hope, O Lord God, * my confidence since I was young.

6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you have 

been my strength; * my praise shall be always of you.



Epistle: Hebrews 12:18-29 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and

a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers entreat 

that no further messages be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that was 

given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the 

sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 

of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and 

to the assembly of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who is God of all, 

and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 

and to the sprinkled blood that speaks more graciously than the blood of Abel.

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused 

him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape if we reject him who warns from 

heaven. His voice then shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake

not only the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal 

of what is shaken, as of what has been made, in order that what cannot be shaken may 

remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus 

let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming 

fire.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 read from the God's Word Bible

Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the day of rest—a holy day. A woman who was 

possessed by a spirit was there. The spirit had disabled her for 18 years. She was hunched 

over and couldn’t stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her to come to him and 

said, “Woman, you are free from your disability.” He placed his hands on her, and she 

immediately stood up straight and praised God.

The synagogue leader was irritated with Jesus for healing on the day of worship. The leader 

told the crowd, “There are six days when work can be done. So come on one of those days to



be healed. Don’t come on the day of rest—a holy day.”

The Lord said, “You hypocrites! Don’t each of you free your ox or donkey on the day of rest—

a holy day? Don’t you then take it out of its stall to give it some water to drink? Now, here is a 

descendant of Abraham. Satan has kept her in this condition for 18 years. Isn’t it right to free 

her on the day of rest—a holy day?”

As he said this, everyone who opposed him felt ashamed. But the entire crowd was happy 

about the miraculous things he was doing.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 27th we celebrate the lives of Thomas Gallaudet and Henry 

Winter Syle, Priests.

Thomas Gallaudet was born in 1822, in Hartford, Connecticut. His mother, Sophia was deaf, 

and his father, Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, was the founder of the West Hartford School for 

the deaf, which was the principal institution for the education of the deaf in America from 1806

to 1857 (the year of the founding of Gallaudet College in Washington, DC). The father had 

intended to become a priest, but had become an educator of the deaf instead. The son also 

intended to seek ordination, but was persuaded by his father to work for a while first as a 

teacher of the deaf. He did, and in doing so met and married Miss Elizabeth Budd, who was 

deaf. 

Thomas Gallaudet was ordained in 1851, and the next year established St. Ann's Church in 

New York, especially for deaf persons, with services primarily in sign language. As a result of 

his work, congregations for the deaf were established in many cities. Gallaudet died August 

27 1902.

One of Gallaudet's students and parishioners was Henry Winter Syle, who was deaf from an 

early age. He had attended Trinity College (Hartford, Conn), St John's (Cambridge, England), 

and Yale. Gallaudet encouraged him to become a priest, and in 1876 he became the first deaf



person to be ordained by the Episcopal Church in the United States. He established a 

congregation for the deaf in 1888, and died January 6 1890.

Let us pray: O Loving God, whose will it is that everyone should come to you and be saved: 

We bless your holy Name for your servants Thomas Gallaudet and Henry Winter Syle, and 

we pray that you will continually move your Church to respond in love to the needs of all 

people; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for ever. Amen.


