
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, September 25, 2016

The Collect: O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 

partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedeki′ah king of Judah, 

which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrez′zar. At that time the army of the king of 

Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the 

guard which was in the palace of the king of Judah. For Zedeki′ah king of Judah had 

imprisoned him, saying, “Why do you prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord: 

Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: Behold, Han′amel the son of Shallum your 

uncle will come to you and say, ‘Buy my field which is at An′athoth, for the right of redemption 

by purchase is yours.’ Then Han′amel my cousin came to me in the court of the guard, in 

accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy my field which is at An′athoth in 

the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.’ 

Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord.

“And I bought the field at An′athoth from Han′amel my cousin, and weighed out the money to 

him, seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the 

money on scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and 

conditions, and the open copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neri′ah 

son of Mahsei′ah, in the presence of Han′amel my cousin, in the presence of the witnesses 

who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Jews who were sitting in the 

court of the guard. I charged Baruch in their presence, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, 

the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, 

and put them in an earthenware vessel, that they may last for a long time. For thus says the 

Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this



land.’

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * abides under the shadow of the Almighty.

2 He shall say to the Lord, “You are my refuge and my stronghold, * my God in whom I put my

trust.”

3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter * and from the deadly pestilence.

4 He shall cover you with his pinions, and you shall find refuge under his wings; * his 

faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, * nor of the arrow that flies by day;

6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.

14 Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; * I will protect him, because

he knows my Name.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * I am with him in trouble; I will rescue him 

and bring him to honor.

16 With long life will I satisfy him, * and show him my salvation.

Epistle: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 read from God's Word Bible

A godly life brings huge profits to people who are content with what they have. We didn’t bring

anything into the world, and we can’t take anything out of it. As long as we have food and 

clothes, we should be satisfied.

But people who want to get rich keep falling into temptation. They are trapped by many stupid

and harmful desires which drown them in destruction and ruin. Certainly, the love of money is 

the root of all kinds of evil. Some people who have set their hearts on getting rich have 

wandered away from the Christian faith and have caused themselves a lot of grief.

But you, man of God, must avoid these things. Pursue what God approves of: a godly life, 

faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight for the Christian faith. Take hold of



everlasting life to which you were called and about which you made a good testimony in front 

of many witnesses.

In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and in the sight of Christ Jesus, who gave a 

good testimony in front of Pontius Pilate, I insist that, until our Lord Jesus Christ appears, you 

obey this command completely. Then you cannot be blamed for doing anything wrong. At the 

right time God will make this known. God is the blessed and only ruler. He is the King of kings

and Lord of lords. He is the only one who cannot die. He lives in light that no one can come 

near. No one has seen him, nor can they see him. Honor and power belong to him forever! 

Amen.

Tell those who have the riches of this world not to be arrogant and not to place their 

confidence in anything as uncertain as riches. Instead, they should place their confidence in 

God who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. Tell them to do good, to do a lot of good 

things, to be generous, and to share. By doing this they store up a treasure for themselves 

which is a good foundation for the future. In this way they take hold of what life really is.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

“There was a rich man who would dress in purple and fine linen, feasting lavishly every day. 

But a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, was left at his gate. He longed to be 

filled with what fell from the rich man’s table, but instead the dogs would come and lick his 

sores. One day the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s side. 

The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torment in Hades, he looked up and saw

Abraham a long way off, with Lazarus at his side. ‘Father Abraham!’ he called out, ‘Have 

mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 

because I am in agony in this flame!’

“‘Son,’ Abraham said, ‘remember that during your life you received your good things, just as 

Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here, while you are in agony. Besides 

all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us and you, so that those who want to pass 



over from here to you cannot; neither can those from there cross over to us.’

“‘Father,’ he said, ‘then I beg you to send him to my father’s house— because I have five 

brothers—to warn them, so they won’t also come to this place of torment.’

“But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said. ‘But if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

“But he told him, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be persuaded if 

someone rises from the dead.’”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On September 26th we remember Wilson Carlile, priest and founder of 

the Church Army.

Carlile was born in 1847, the eldest of a middle-class family of twelve in Brixton, England. As 

a child, music was a great delight to him. Before he was three, his mother found him on tiptoe 

trying to play the family piano. He figured out some pleasing chords and persuaded his 

mother to help him learn more. From then on much of his time was spent on music. He was 

also good at languages. When he was sent to school in France at age fourteen, he quickly 

learned to speak French. In later life, he was also proficient at German and Italian.

Upon his return from France he joined his grandfather's business and by age eighteen, owing 

to his grandfather's failing health, Carlile came to be mostly in control. Thus, at the beginning 

of the 1870s he found himself a successful young businessman.

In 1873, a great depression began and continued with a few breaks until 1896. It brought 

poverty and distress to working people, but also had immediate and disastrous effects upon 

the business community. Carlile was among those severely affected by the depression. The 

prosperity which he had carefully built up suddenly failed. Mental strain led to a physical 

breakdown and for many weeks he was confined to his bed. All the time he had spent in 



acquiring material wealth and position, was lost. He began to question the purpose of life. No 

answer given to him brought him any satisfaction until he happened to read W.P. Mackay's 

Grace and Truth. Later he would say: “I have seen the crucified and risen Lord as truly as if 

He had made Himself visible to my bodily sight. That is for me the conclusive evidence of His 

existence. He touched my heart, and old desires and hopes left it. In their place came the new

thought that I might serve Him and His poor and suffering brethren.”

Although upon his physical recovery his father took him into his own firm, Carlile’s real 

interest now lay in religious work. He first joined the Plymouth Brethren who met at Blackfriars

in London and worked among young hooligans in that area. Soon he was confirmed in the 

Church of England. About this time, in 1875, Dwight L. Moody held his great rallies in 

Islington. Wilson offered his help. Ira Sankey, the music director, recognized the young man's 

ability and placed him at the harmonium, where he accompanied the singing of the huge 

crowds that came to hear Moody. Following this mission he went with Moody to Camberwell 

where he chose and trained the choir of the South London mission. Thus he gained a solid 

understanding of the techniques of evangelism and the part that music can play. This 

knowledge would stand him in good stead when he became leader of the Church Army.

He also learned from Dwight Moody the essentials of his new-found faith and became 

inspired with the ambition of becoming an evangelist. In time he joined the Anglican 

Communion and then decided to take Holy Orders. He was accepted at the London School of

Divinity and after 18 months passed his examinations, and was ordained a deacon in St. 

Paul's Cathedral in Lent of 1880. Following this, he was accepted as a curate at St. Mary 

Abbots, Kensington. Through his curacy, he wanted to reach people, including the guard at 

Kensington Palace, who had nothing to do with the church. Ordinary working people regarded

the church as 'resorts of the well-to-do' and believed they would find no welcome within. 

Wilson wanted this to change and was determined to break down all barriers.

Since none of his efforts to bring ordinary people into his congregation worked, he decided to 

hold open-air meetings to attract folk as they passed by. As time went on, he drew others to 

help him and people began gathering in such large numbers that the police told them to 

'move on.' There were complaints and Carlile was told that his meetings would have to stop, 



but he was also encouraged to continue them elsewhere in a more appropriate spot.

Carlile resigned his curacy to devote his time to slum missions. His goal was to use the 

working person to help fellow workers, but to do so within the structure of the Church of 

England. Such work had already begun in a few other areas of England. Wilson Carlile 

wanted to co-ordinate all their efforts, so that trained evangelists could be sent to any parish 

where they were needed.

During this time, he visited The Salvation Army, where he received a "Soldier's Pass," which 

admitted him to private gatherings. He showed this to his friend, F.S. Webster, the future 

Rector of All Souls Church, Langham Place. Webster recalls, "I remember Mr. Carlile 

explained that it was an Army and not a Church, that people could be banded together for 

purposes of evangelisation and soul-winning." Wilson Carlile began a "Church Salvation 

Army" in Kensington while F.S. Webster began one in Oxford. 

It took time for the idea to catch hold, but in 1882 the Church Army was born. Why 'Army?' 

Carlile's answer was that the evangelists intended to make war against sin and the devil. Also

it was a time of wars – the Franco-German war and the First Boer War were not long over. It 

was a time of Army consciousness and discipline from above.

As long as Wilson Carlile was the head of Church Army, he remained authoritative and 

masterful, but always he recognized the higher authority of the Church of England. No work 

was carried out in any parish without the approval of the incumbent, nor in any prison or 

public institution unless the evangelists were invited by the chaplain.

Carlile met resistance in the early years but he persisted in trying to acquaint clerics and 

public officials in major cities with Church Army's aims, ideas and methods. In 1885, the 

Upper House of the Convocation of Canterbury passed a resolution of approval. With 

increasing support from a few bishops, the Army gradually gained the respect of the Church. 

By 1925, the Church Army grew to become the largest home mission society in the Church of 

England.



Let us pray: God of boundless energy and light: We thank you for the courage and passion 

of Wilson Carlile who, after the example of your Son, sought new ways to open your Church 

to diverse leaders as beacons of the Gospel of Christ. Quicken our hearts to give bold witness

to Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever.

Amen. 


