
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 02, 2016

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your 

mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 

things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus 

Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Lamentations 1:1-6 read from the International Children's Bible

Jerusalem once was full of people. But now the city is empty. Jerusalem once was a great city

among the nations. But now she has become like a widow. She was like a queen of all the 

other cities. But now she is a slave.

She cries loudly at night. Tears are on her cheeks. There is no one to comfort her. All her 

lovers are gone. All her friends have turned against her. They have become her enemies.

Judah has gone into captivity. She has suffered and worked hard. She lives among other 

nations. But she has found no rest. Those who chased her caught her. They caught her when 

she was in trouble.

The roads to Jerusalem are sad. No one comes to Jerusalem for the feasts. No one passes 

through her gates. And her priests groan. Her young women are suffering. And Jerusalem 

suffers terribly.

Her enemies have become her masters. Her enemies enjoy the wealth they have won. The 

Lord is punishing her for her many sins. Her children have gone away. They are captives of 

the enemy in a foreign land. 

The beauty of Jerusalem has gone away. Her rulers are like deer that cannot find food. They 

are weak and have run away from those who chased them.



The Word of the Lord

Psalm 137 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, *  when we remembered you, O Zion.

2 As for our harps, we hung them up *  on the trees in the midst of that land. 

3 For those who led us away captive asked us for a song, and our oppressors called for mirth:

* “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”

4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song * upon an alien soil?

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, * let my right hand forget its skill.

6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, * if I do not set 

Jerusalem above my highest joy.

7 Remember the day of Jerusalem, O Lord,  against the people of Edom, * who said, “Down 

with it! down with it! even to the ground!”

8 O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, * happy the one who pays you back for 

what you have done to us!

9 Happy shall he be who takes your little ones, * and dashes them against the rock!

Epistle: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 read from the King James Bible

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in 

Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I 

have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day; Greatly desiring to see thee, being 

mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; When I call to remembrance the unfeigned 

faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am

persuaded that in thee also. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 

God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of 

fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the 

testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 



gospel according to the power of God; 

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 

began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 

abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: Where unto

I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the which 

cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have 

believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 

against that day. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and 

love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the 

Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 read from the Lexham English Bible

And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” So the Lord said, “If you have faith like 

a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and

it would obey you.

“And which of you who has a slave plowing or shepherding sheep who comes in from the field

will say to him, ‘Come here at once and recline at the table’? Will he not rather say to him, 

‘Prepare something that I may eat, and dress yourself to serve me while I eat and drink, and 

after these things you will eat and drink.’ He will not be grateful to the slave because he did 

what was ordered, will he? Thus you also, when you have done all the things you were 

ordered to do, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done what we were obligated to do.’”

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On October 4th we remember Richard T. Ely, economist.

Richard Theodore Ely was an American economist and leader of the progressive Movement 

who called for more government intervention in order to reform the injustices of capitalism, 

especially regarding factory conditions, compulsory education, child labor and labor unions. 

He opposed the individualism he found troubling in capitalism, calling for an evolution to a 



higher stage of social conscience. He helped inspire and lead the Social Gospel movement.

Ely was born in Ripley, New York April 13th, 1854. He was the eldest of three children of Ezra 

Sterling and Harriet Gardner Ely. His parents were Presbyterian but he never had a religious 

conversion experience and became an Episcopalian in college. Ely received his 

undergraduate degree from Columbia, later receiving his doctorate in economics from the 

University of Heidelberg, where he studied under Karl Knies. He was a product of the German

historical school with an emphasis on evolution to new forms, and never accepted the 

marginalist revolution that was transforming economic theory in Britain and the U.S. He held 

the professorship of economics at Johns Hopkins University from 1881 to 1892, and was 

subsequently professor of economics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In 1894 an 

unsuccessful attempt was made to depose him from his chair at Wisconsin for teaching 

socialistic doctrines: an effort met by the state Board of Regents with a ringing proclamation 

of the necessity for freely "sifting and winnowing" among claims of truth.

Ely was in fact opposed to socialism. "I condemn alike," he declared, "that individualism that 

would allow the state no room for industrial activity, and that socialism which would absorb in 

the state the functions of the individual." He argued that socialism was not needed, and "the 

alternative of socialism is our complex socio-economic order, which is based, in the main, 

upon private property." He warned that the proper "balance between private and public 

enterprise" is "menaced by socialism, on the one hand, and by plutocracy, on the other."

Ely was strongly influenced by Herbert Spencer and strongly favored competition over 

monopoly or state ownership, with regulation to "secure its benefits" and "mitigate its evils." 

What was needed was "to raise its moral and ethical level."

Ely did support labor unions and opposed child labor, as did many leaders of the Progressive 

Movement, including such conservatives as Mark Hanna. He was close to the Social Gospel 

movement, emphasizing that the Gospel of Christ was social, not merely individualistic; he 

worked hard to get churches to realize their responsibility to reform capitalism so that workers

got fair treatment.



Professor Ely took an active part in the formation of the American Economic Association, 

serving as its secretary from 1885 to 1892 and its president from 1899 to 1901. He also 

edited Macmillan's Citizen's Library of Economics, Politics, and Sociology. Throughout his 

teaching career he was a frequent contributor to periodical literature, both scientific and 

popular. He died in Old Lyme, Connecticut on October 4th, 1943.

Let us pray: Blessed God, whose Son Jesus came as servant to all: We thank you for 

Richard Ely, whose dedication to the commonweal through economic justice led him to be a 

bold reformer of the world and the Church; and we pray that we, with him, may find our true 

happiness through self-sacrifice in service of your reign, where all the hungry are fed and the 

downtrodden are raised up through Jesus Christ our Liberator; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


