
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 09, 2016 

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 read from The Message Bible

This is the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to what was left of the elders 

among the exiles, to the priests and prophets and all the exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar had 

taken to Babylon from Jerusalem.

This is the Message from God-of-the-Angel-Armies, Israel’s God, to all the exiles I’ve taken 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and make yourselves at home. Put in gardens and 

eat what grows in that country. Marry and have children. Encourage your children to marry 

and have children so that you’ll thrive in that country and not waste away. Make yourselves at 

home there and work for the country’s welfare. Pray for Babylon’s well-being. If things go well 

for Babylon, things will go well for you.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 66:1-11 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; *  sing the glory of his Name; sing the glory of his praise.

2 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! * because of your great strength your enemies

cringe before you.

3 All the earth bows down before you, * sings to you, sings out your Name.”

4 Come now and see the works of God, * how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.

5 He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, * and there we 

rejoiced in him.

6 In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; * let no rebel rise up 

against him.

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * make the voice of his praise to be heard;



8 Who holds our souls in life, * and will not allow our feet to slip.

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * you have tried us just as silver is tried.

10 You brought us into the snare; * you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * but you brought us 

out into a place of refreshment.

Epistle: 2 Timothy 2:8-15 read from the Modern English Version Bible

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David, according to my 

gospel, in which I suffer trouble like a criminal, even with chains. But the word of God is not 

bound. Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 

salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

This is a faithful saying: If we die with Him, we shall also live with Him. If we endure, we shall 

also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. If we are faithless, He remains 

faithful; He cannot deny Himself.

Remind them of these things, commanding them before the Lord that they not argue about 

words, which leads to nothing of value and to the destruction of those who hear them. Study 

to show yourself approved by God, a workman who need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 

word of truth.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19  read from the New American Standard Bible

While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee. As He

entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him; and they raised their 

voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When He saw them, He said to them, “Go 

and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they were going, they were cleansed. Now one of

them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 

and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus 

answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where are they? Was no 



one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?” And He said to him, 

“Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.”

The Gospel of the Lord

On October 11 we celebrate the life of Philip, deacon and evangelist.

In the sixth chapter of Acts, we read that the Apostles commissioned seven men in the 

congregation at Jerusalem to supervise the church's ministry to the needs of its widows and 

other poor. (This is generally considered to be the beginning of the office of Deacon in the 

Church, although the Scriptures do not use this term in referring to the original seven men.) 

Two of these have gained lasting fame. One was Stephen, who became the Church's first 

martyr. The other was Philip, whose story we find in Acts. After the death of Stephen, there 

was a general persecution of the Church at Jerusalem, and many Christians fled to escape it.

Philip fled to Samaria, where he preached the Gospel to the Samaritans, a group who had 

split off from the Jewish people about six centuries earlier, had intermarried with other 

peoples, and were considered outsiders by most Jews. They received the message with 

eagerness, and soon Peter and John came to Samaria to bless the new converts.

After this, Philip was sent by God to walk along the road from Jerusalem southwest to Gaza, 

where he met a eunuch (an official of a royal court) of the Queen of Ethiopia (probably 

meaning Nubia -- what we now call the Sudan), returning home after worshiping in Jerusalem.

The man was reading from Isaiah 53 ("He was wounded for our transgressions"), and Philip 

told him about Jesus, and persuaded him that the words were a prophecy of the saving work 

of Jesus. The man was baptized, and went on his way rejoicing, while Philip went north to 

Caesarea, the major seaport of Israel, and its secular capital.

When Paul, accompanied by Luke, was going up to Jerusalem for the last time, he paused at 

Caesarea and spent several days with Philip. (This may be the source of some of the 

information Luke used in writing the early chapters of Acts.) 

Let us pray: O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your 



Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that we, 

following the example of your servant Philip, may bring your Word to those who seek you for 

the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


