
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 16, 2016

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the

nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:27-34 read from the New Century Version Bible

The LORD says, “The time is coming when I will help the families of Israel and Judah and their 

children and animals to grow. In the past I watched over Israel and Judah, to pull them up and

tear them down, to destroy them and bring them disaster. But now I will watch over them to 

build them up and make them strong,” says the LORD.

“At that time people will no longer say: ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and that caused 

the children to grind their teeth from the sour taste.’ Instead, each person will die for his own 

sin; the person who eats sour grapes will grind his own teeth.

“Look, the time is coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new agreement with the people

of Israel and the people of Judah. It will not be like the agreement I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of Egypt. I was a husband to them, but they 

broke that agreement,” says the LORD. 

“This is the agreement I will make with the people of Israel at that time,” says the LORD: “I will 

put my teachings in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they 

will be my people. People will no longer have to teach their neighbors and relatives to know 

the LORD, because all people will know me, from the least to the most important,” says the 

LORD. “I will forgive them for the wicked things they did, and I will not remember their sins 

anymore.”

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 119:97-104 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

97 Oh, how I love your law! *  all the day long it is in my mind.

98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, * and it is always with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, * for your decrees are my study.

100 I am wiser than the elders, * because I observe your commandments.

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, * that I may keep your word.

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, * because you yourself have taught me.

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! * they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; * therefore I hate every lying way.

Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 read from the New International Version Bible

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because 

you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared 

in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful

instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to

suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 

their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 

myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 

evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 read from the New Living Translation Bible

One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give 

up. “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor cared about 

people. A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute 

with my enemy.’ The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear 

God or care about people, but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets 

justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant requests!’”

Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. Even he rendered a just decision 

in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to 

him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will grant justice to them 

quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who have faith?”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 19th we remember the life of Henry Martyn, missionary and

translator.

Henry Martyn was born in 1781, studied at Cambridge, and became Senior Wrangler. (That 

is, he won the Cambridge University annual mathematics problem-solving competition, and 

was accordingly recognized as the University's best undergraduate mathematician. 

"Wrangling" is a British University expression for solving mathematical problems.) He had, 

moreover, a considerable skill in languages. Under the encouragement of Charles Simeon, 

the chaplain at Holy Trinity Cambridge, he abandoned his intention of going into law and 

instead went to India as a chaplain with the British East India Company in 1806. 

In the six remaining years of his life, he translated the New Testament into Hindi and Persian, 

revised an Arabic translation of the New Testament, and translated the Psalter into Persian 

and the Prayer Book into Hindi. He also conducted worship services among the locals.

In 1811 he left India for Persia, hoping to do further translations and to improve his existing 

ones, there and in Arabia. But travel in those days was not a healthy occupation, and he fell ill



with the plague that was prevalent in the region and eventually died at Tokat in Turkey on 

October 16, 1812. He was buried by the Armenian church there, with the honors ordinarily 

reserved for one of their own bishops. 

An institution was established in his name in India, called the Henry Martyn Institute: An 

Interfaith Centre for Reconciliation and Research. The Henry Martyn Trust was established in 

1881, a time of great enthusiasm in Cambridge for overseas missions, by the vicar of Holy 

Trinity and previously a missionary to India. It first built the Henry Martyn Hall, in Market St, 

Cambridge in 1887 as a meeting place for the promotion of mission. In 2014, the Henry 

Martyn Centre changed it's name to the Cambridge Centre for Christianity Worldwide 

Let us pray: O God of the nations, who gave to your faithful servant Henry Martyn a brilliant 

mind, a loving heart, and a gift for languages, that he might translate the Scriptures and other 

holy writings for the peoples of India and Persia: Inspire in us a love like his, eager to commit 

both life and talents to you who gave them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen


