
Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, October 30, 2016

The Collect: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer 

you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your 

heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament: Habakkuk 1: 1 – 4, 2: 1 – 4 read from the God's Word Bible

The divine revelation that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

How long, O Lord, am I to cry for help, but you will not listen? I cry out to you, “There’s 

violence!” yet you will not come to the rescue. Why do you make me see wrongdoing? And 

why do you watch wickedness? Destruction and violence are in front of me. Quarrels and 

disputes arise. That is why your teaching is numbed, and justice is never carried out. Wicked 

people surround righteous people so that when justice is carried out, it’s perverted.

I will stand at my guard post. I will station myself on the wall. I will watch to see what he will 

say to me and what answer I will get to my complaint.

Then the Lord answered me, “Write the vision. Make it clear on tablets so that anyone can 

read it quickly. The vision will still happen at the appointed time. It hurries toward its goal. It 

won’t be a lie. If it’s delayed, wait for it. It will certainly happen. It won’t be late.

“Look at the proud person. He is not right in himself. But the righteous person will live 

because of his faithfulness.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 119:137-144 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

137 You are righteous, O Lord, * and upright are your judgments.

138 You have issued your decrees * with justice and in perfect faithfulness.

139 My indignation has consumed me, * because my enemies forget your words.

140 Your word has been tested to the uttermost, * and your servant holds it dear.



141 I am small and of little account, * yet I do not forget your commandments.

142 Your justice is an everlasting justice * and your law is the truth.

143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, * yet your commandments are my delight.

144 The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; * grant me understanding, that I may 

live.

The Epistle 2 Thessalonians 1: 1 – 4, 11 – 12 read from the Holman Christian Standard 

Bible

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy: To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We must always thank God for you, brothers. This is right, since your faith is flourishing and 

the love each one of you has for one another is increasing. Therefore, we ourselves boast 

about you among God’s churches—about your endurance and faith in all the persecutions 

and afflictions you endure.

And in view of this, we always pray for you that our God will consider you worthy of His 

calling, and will, by His power, fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith, so that 

the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified by you, and you by Him, according to the grace of

our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel Luke 19: 1 – 10 read from the Internaional Children's Bible

Jesus was going through the city of Jericho. In Jericho there was a man named Zacchaeus. 

He was a wealthy, very important tax collector. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but he was 

too short to see above the crowd. He ran ahead to a place where he knew Jesus would come.

He climbed a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus. When Jesus came to that place, he 

looked up and saw Zacchaeus in the tree. He said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down!

I must stay at your house today.”

Zacchaeus came down quickly. He was pleased to have Jesus in his house. All the people 

saw this and began to complain, “Look at the kind of man Jesus stays with. Zacchaeus is a 



sinner!”

But Zacchaeus said to the Lord, “I will give half of my money to the poor. If I have cheated 

anyone, I will pay that person back four times more!”

Jesus said, “Salvation has come to this house today. This man truly belongs to the family of 

Abraham. The Son of Man came to find lost people and save them.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 31st we remember Paul Sasaki, bishop of mid-Japan and 

Tokyo.

Born on March 11th, 1885 Sasaki was an Anglican Bishop of the Diocese of Mid-Japan and 

later of Tokyo, in the the Province of the Anglican Communion in in Japan.

Sasaki studied at Kelham Hall of the Society of the Sacred Mission and at Westcott House, 

Cambridge, England. He was ordained deacon on December 21st, 1912 and priest on April 

25th, 1917, by the Right Reverend Cecil Henry Boutflower, Bishop of South Tokyo.

Sasaki worked as Professor of Liturgics and Applied Theology at Central Theological College,

in Tokyo. On July 25th, 1935 he was consecrated in Nagoya as the first Japanese diocesan 

bishop of Mid-Japan, a region stretching from Nagoya to Niigata, formerly served by the 

missionary work of the Anglican Church of Canada.

Sasaki served as the Primate of the Japanese Anglican Church throughout much of the 

Second World War. During this period the majority of Protestant churches in Japan were 

forcibly brought together by the Japanese wartime government to form the United Church of 

Christ in Japan, or Kyodan. Reflecting the distinctive doctrinal character of the Anglican 

Communion, and a fear of state intervention in religion, many individual congregations 

refused to join.

Sasaki, in a written statement issued in October 1942 and signed by the majority of the 



Japanese bishops, was adamant in rejecting the proposed union with Kyodan. The statement 

upheld the authority of the Anglican church's episcopacy and Apostolic succession and 

highlighted, among other reasons for rejecting the government proposal, the failure of Kyodan

to adopt the Apostles Creed as one of its main theological tenets.

The cost of resistance to and non-cooperation with the government's religious policies was 

public criticism by prominent lay and ordained members within the Japanese Anglican church,

harassment by the military police and periods of imprisonment for church leaders such as 

Sasaki, as well as other gishops.

On January 25th, 1944, Sasaki was installed at St. Andrew's Cathedral, Tokyo as Bishop of 

Tokyo to replace Bishop Peter Matsui.

During late 1944, government prosecutors examined Sasaki and Bishop of South Tokyo 

Todomu Sugai, on numerous occasions; military police detaining them for extended periods at

Sugamo Prision. Reports of torture at the hands of the military police at Sugamo Prison are 

also recorded. On their release on the 16th of June 1945, both men were found malnourished

and in poor health from their confinement, neither being able to walk without assistance.

Sasaki had remained in Tokyo throughout the Allied incendiary bombing of the city. At 

considerable personal risk, he held fast to the principle that religion should not be unduly 

interfered with by the state. Sasaki died less than a year after his release from prison at the 

end of the war on December 21st, 1946.

Let us pray: Almighty God, we thank you for the faith and witness of Paul Sasaki, bishop in 

the Nippon Sei Kyo Kai, tortured and imprisoned by his government, and Philip Tsen, leader 

of the Chinese Anglican Church, arrested for his faith. We pray that all Church leaders 

oppressed by hostile governments may be delivered by your mercy, and that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit we may be faithful to the Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ; who livesand 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


