
Twenty fifth Sunday after Pentecost November 6, 2016

The Collect: O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works

of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope,

we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory,

we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Old Testament: Haggai 1:15b-2:9 read from The King James Bible

In the second year of Darius the king. 

In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the Lord 

by the prophet Haggai, saying,

Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 

Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,

Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it 

not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, 

the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with

you, saith the Lord of hosts:

According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit 

remaineth among you: fear ye not.

For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 

the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;

And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house 

with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and 

in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 145:1-5, 18-21 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you * and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * there is no end to his greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * and shall declare your power.

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * and all your marvelous works.

18 The Lord is righteous in all his ways * and loving in all his works.

19 The Lord is near to those who call upon him, * to all who call upon him faithfully.

20 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; * he hears their cry and helps them.

21 The Lord preserves all those who love him, * but he destroys all the wicked.

The Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 read from The Lexham English Bible

Now we ask you, brothers, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

assembling to him, that you not be easily shaken from your composure, nor be troubled either

by a spirit or by a message or by a letter alleged to be from us, to the effect that the day of the

Lord has arrived. Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless 

the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who 

opposes and who exalts himself over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits 

down in the temple of God, proclaiming that he himself is God.

Do you not remember that while we were still with you, we were saying these things to you?

But we ought to give thanks to God always concerning you, brothers dearly loved by the Lord,

because God has chosen you as first fruits for salvation by the sanctification of the Spirit and 

faith in the truth, for which purpose he called you through our gospel for the obtaining of the 

glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions 

which you were taught, whether by spoken word or by letter from us. Now may our Lord 

Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal 

encouragement and good hope by grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every 

good work and word.

The Word of the Lord



The Gospel: Luke 20:27-38 read from The Message Bible

Some Sadducees came up. This is the Jewish party that denies any possibility of 

resurrection. They asked, “Teacher, Moses wrote us that if a man dies and leaves a wife but 

no child, his brother is obligated to take the widow to wife and get her with child. Well, there 

once were seven brothers. The first took a wife. He died childless. The second married her 

and died, then the third, and eventually all seven had their turn, but no child. After all that, the 

wife died. That wife, now—in the resurrection whose wife is she? All seven married her.”

Jesus said, “Marriage is a major preoccupation here, but not there. Those who are included in

the resurrection of the dead will no longer be concerned with marriage nor, of course, with 

death. They will have better things to think about, if you can believe it. All ecstasies and 

intimacies then will be with God. Even Moses exclaimed about resurrection at the burning 

bush, saying, ‘God: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob!’ God isn’t the God of dead 

men, but of the living. To him all are alive.”

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On Nov. 8th we celebrate the life of James Theodore Holly, Bishop 

of Haiti and the Dominican Republic

James Theodore Holly was the First African American Bishop in the Episcopal Church and 

Bishop of Haiti.

Born in 1829 in Washington, DC, James Theodore Holly was the descendant of freed slaves. 

Great-great grandfather James Theodore Holly was a Scotsman in Maryland. He was master 

of several Holly slaves whom he freed in 1772, including his son and namesake James 

Theodore Holly. This son married the daughter of an Irish Catholic whose last name was 

Butler, and they were the great grandparents of Bishop James Theodore Holly. Their son 

Rueben was Bishop Holly's grandfather.

Holly was baptized and raised a Catholic yet gradually he moved away from the Catholic 

Church. He spent his early years in Washington, D. C. and Brooklyn, NY where he connected 

with Frederick Douglass and other Black abolitionists. He was active in anti-slavery 



conventions in the free states, participating in abolitionist activities.

Bishop Holly left the Roman Catholic Church over a dispute about ordaining local black clergy

and joined the Episcopal Church in 1852. He was a shoemaker, then a teacher and school 

principal before his own ordination at the age of 27. He served as rector at St Luke’s Church 

in New Haven, Connecticut and was one of the founders of the Protestant Episcopal Society 

for Promoting the Extension of the Church Among Colored People in 1856. This group 

challenged the Church to take a position against slavery at General Convention.

In 1861 he left the United States with his family and a group of African Americans to settle in 

Haiti---the world’s first black republic. In July 1863 Holly organized the Holy Trinity Church. He

lost his family and other settlers to disease and poor living conditions but was successful in 

establishing schools and building the Church. He trained young priests and started 

congregations and medical programs in the countryside. During this time Haiti split with the 

Vatican and most men of Haiti supported their religious sentiment through the symbolism and 

observance of the Masonic Lodge. As an experienced Masonic leader and scholar, Holly 

visited the Masonic temples and made friends among their members. He was also willing to 

perform Masonic burial services. 

In 1874 he was ordained bishop at Grace Church, New York City, not by the mainstream 

Episcopal Church, who refused to ordain a black missionary bishop, but by the American 

Church Missionary Society, an Evangelical Episcopal branch of the Church. He was named 

Bishop of the Anglican Orthodox Episcopal Church of Haiti. He attended the Lambeth 

Convention as a bishop of the Church. Bishop Holly was also given charge of the Episcopal 

Church in the Dominican Republic from 1897-1911. He died in Haiti in on March 13th, 1911.

Let us pray: Most gracious God, we thank you that your servant James Theodore Holly 

labored to build a Church in which all might be free: Grant that, inspired by his testimony, we 

may overcome our prejudice and honor those whom you call from every family, language, 

people, and nation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


