
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, November 13, 2016

The Collect: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 

Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 65: 17 – 25 read from the Modern English Version Bible

For I create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or 

come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for I create Jerusalem for

rejoicing and her people for joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and the 

voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of crying.

There shall no longer be an infant who lives only a few days nor an old man who has not filled

out his days. For the child shall die a hundred years old, but the sinner being a hundred years

old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; and they shall plant 

vineyards and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not 

plant and another eat; for as the days of a tree are the days of My people, and My chosen 

ones shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain nor bring forth 

children for trouble; for they are the descendants of the blessed of the Lord and their offspring

with them. Before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf

and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bull, and dust shall be 

the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Canticle 9  The First Song of Isaiah read from The Episcopal Church Book of 

Common Prayer

Surely, it is God who saves me; *  I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  and he will be my Savior.



Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, * Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * see that they remember that his Name is 

exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * for the great one in the midst of you is the 

Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen.

The Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 read from the New American Standard Bible

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away 

from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you 

received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we

did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without 

paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not 

be a burden to any of you; not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer 

ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example. For even when we were 

with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, 

either. For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at 

all, but acting like busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 

Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. But as for you, brethren, do not grow 

weary of doing good.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel: Luke 21: 5 – 9 read from the New Century Version Bible

Some people were talking about the Temple and how it was decorated with beautiful stones 

and gifts offered to God. But Jesus said, “As for these things you are looking at, the time will 

come when not one stone will be left on another. Every stone will be thrown down.”



They asked Jesus, “Teacher, when will these things happen? What will be the sign that they 

are about to take place?”

Jesus said, “Be careful so you are not fooled. Many people will come in my name, saying, ‘I 

am the One’ and, ‘The time has come!’ But don’t follow them. When you hear about wars and 

riots, don’t be afraid, because these things must happen first, but the end will come later.”

Then he said to them, “Nations will fight against other nations, and kingdoms against other 

kingdoms. In various places there will be great earthquakes, sicknesses, and a lack of food. 

Fearful events and great signs will come from heaven.

“But before all these things happen, people will arrest you and treat you cruelly. They will 

judge you in their synagogues and put you in jail and force you to stand before kings and 

governors, because you follow me. But this will give you an opportunity to tell about me. Make

up your minds not to worry ahead of time about what you will say. I will give you the wisdom 

to say things that none of your enemies will be able to stand against or prove wrong. Even 

your parents, brothers, relatives, and friends will turn against you, and they will kill some of 

you. All people will hate you because you follow me. But none of these things can really harm 

you. By continuing to have faith you will save your lives.

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On November 18th we remember Hilda of Whitby, Abbess and 

Peacemaker

Hilda (known in her own century as "Hild") was the grandniece of King Edwin of Northumbria, 

a kingdom of the Angles. She was born in 614 and baptized in 627 when the king and his 

household became Christians. In 647 she decided to become a nun, and under the direction 

of Aidan she established several monasteries. Her last foundation was at Whitby. It was a 

double house: a community of men and another of women, with the chapel in between, and 

Hilda as the governor of both; and it was a great center of English learning, one which 

produced five bishops. Here a stable-boy, Caedmon, was moved to compose religious poems



in the Anglo-Saxon tongue, most of them metrical paraphrases of narratives from Genesis 

and the Gospels.

The Celtic peoples of Britain had heard the Gospel well before 300 AD, but in the 400's and 

500's a massive invasion of Germanic peoples forced the native Celts out of what is now 

England and Wales, Ireland, and Scotland. The invaders were pagans, and missionaries were

sent to them in the north and west by the Celts, and in the south and east by Rome and other 

churches on the continent of Europe.

Roman and Celtic traditions differed, not in doctrine, but on such questions as the proper way 

of calculating the date of Easter, and the proper style of haircut and dress for a monk. It was, 

in particular, highly desirable that Christians, at least in the same area, should celebrate 

Easter at the same time; and it became clear that the English Church would have to choose 

between the old Celtic customs which it had inherited from before 300, and the customs of 

continental Europe and in particular of Rome that missionaries from there had brought with 

them. In 664 the Synod of Whitby met at that monastery to consider the matter, and it was 

decided to follow Roman usage.

Hilda herself greatly preferred the Celtic customs in which she had been reared, but once the 

decision had been made she used her moderating influence in favor of its peaceful 

acceptance. Her influence was considerable; kings and commoners alike came to her for 

advice. She was urgent in promoting the study of the Scriptures and the thorough education 

of the clergy. She died November 17, 680. 

Let us pray: O God of peace, by whose grace the abbess Hilda was endowed with gifts of 

justice, prudence, and strength to rule as a wise mother over the nuns and monks of her 

household, and to become a trusted and reconciling friend to leaders of the Church: Raise up 

these gifts in us, that we, following her example and prayers, may build up one another in love

to the benefit of your Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


