
Last Sunday after Pentecost. Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 2016

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-

beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the 

earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most 

gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 21: 1 – 6 read from the New International Version Bible

The word came to Jeremiah from the Lord when King Zedekiah (zed-duh-KAI-uh) sent to him

Pashhur (passh-her) son of Malkijah (mal-ki-jah) and the priest Zephaniah (zeh-fuh-NAI-uh)

son of Maaseiah (Maw-see-ah). They said: “Inquire now of the Lord for us because 

Nebuchadnezzar (neh-byoo-kuhd-NEHZ-er) king of Babylon is attacking us. Perhaps the 

Lord will perform wonders for us as in times past so that he will withdraw from us.”

But Jeremiah answered them, “Tell Zedekiah (zed-duh-KAI-uh), ‘This is what the Lord, the 

God of Israel, says: I am about to turn against you the weapons of war that are in your hands,

which you are using to fight the king of Babylon and the Babylonians who are outside the wall 

besieging you. And I will gather them inside this city. I myself will fight against you with an 

outstretched hand and a mighty arm in furious anger and in great wrath. I will strike down 

those who live in this city—both man and beast—and they will die of a terrible plague.

The Word of the Lord

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah read from the Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * and to remember his holy covenant.



This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * to set us free from the hands of our 

enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his way, 

To give people knowledge of salvation * by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * and to guide our feet into

the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle: Colossians 1: 11 – 20 read from the New Living Translation Bible

We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have all the 

endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy, always thanking the Father. He 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. 

For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of 

his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 

supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and

on earth.

He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, 

rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.

Everything was created through him and for him. He existed before anything else, and he 

holds all creation together. Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the 

beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. For God in all

his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything to 

himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood 

on the cross.



The Word of the Lord

The Gospel: Luke 23: 33 – 43 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they

do not know what they are doing.”  And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people 

stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming 

up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 

There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 

condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He 

replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 22nd we celebrate the life of CS Lewis, Scholar and 

Spiritual writer

Clive Staples Lewis was born on November 29,th 1898 in Belfast Ireland. He was a British 

novelist, poet, academic, medievalist, literary critic, essayist, lay theologian, broadcaster, 

lecturer, and Christian apologist. He held academic positions at Oxford University from 1925–

54, and Cambridge University from 1954–63. He is best known for his fictional work, 

especially The Screwtape Letters, The Chronicles of Narnia, and The Space Trilogy, and for 

his non-fiction Christian apologetics, such as Mere Christianity, and The Problem of Pain.

Lewis and fellow novelist J.R.R. Tolkien were close friends. They both served on the English 

faculty at Oxford University, and were active in the informal Oxford literary group known as 

the Inklings. According to Lewis's memoir Surprised by Joy, he was baptized in the Church of 



Ireland, but fell away from his faith during adolescence. Lewis returned to Anglicanism at the 

age of 32, owing to the influence of Tolkien and other friends, and he became an "ordinary 

layman of the Church of England".His faith profoundly affected his work, and his wartime 

radio broadcasts on the subject of Christianity brought him wide acclaim.

In 1956, he married American writer Joy Davidman; she died of cancer four years later at the 

age of 45. Lewis died on November 22nd 1963 from renal failure, one week before his 65th 

birthday. In 2013, on the 50th anniversary of his death, Lewis was honored with a memorial in

Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey.

Lewis's works have been translated into more than 30 languages and have sold millions of 

copies. The books that make up The Chronicles of Narnia have sold the most and have been 

popularized on stage, TV, radio, and cinema. His works entered the public domain in 2014 in 

Canada and other countries where copyright expires 50 years after the death of the creator.

Let us pray: Almighty God, whose servant C.S.Lewis received of your grace singular gifts of 

insight in understanding the truth in Christ Jesus, and of eloquence and clarity in presenting 

that truth to his readers: Raise up in our day faithful interpreters of your Word, that we, being 

set free from all error and unbelief, may come to the knowledge that makes us wise unto 

salvation: through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen


