
The First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2016

Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 2: 1 – 5 read from the New Revised Standard Anglicised Version 

Bible

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples

shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion 

shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 

the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light 

of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 122 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I was glad when they said to me, * "Let us go to the house of the Lord."

2 Now our feet are standing * within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, * the assembly of Israel, to praise the 

Name of the Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * "May they prosper who love you.



7 Peace be within your walls * and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * I pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * I will seek to do you good."

The Epistle: Romans 13: 11 – 14 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

Besides this you know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at 

hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct 

ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 read from the God's Word Bible

“No one knows when that day or hour will come. Even the angels in heaven and the Son don’t

know. Only the Father knows.

“When the Son of Man comes again, it will be exactly like the days of Noah. In the days 

before the flood, people were eating, drinking, and getting married until the day that Noah 

went into the ship. They were not aware of what was happening until the flood came and 

swept all of them away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man comes again.

“At that time two men will be working in the field. One will be taken, and the other one will be 

left. Two women will be working at a mill. One will be taken, and the other one will be left.

“Therefore, be alert, because you don’t know on what day your Lord will return. You realize 

that if a homeowner had known at what time of the night a thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake. He would not have let the thief break into his house. Therefore, you, too, must 

be ready because the Son of Man will return when you least expect him.

The Gospel of the Lord



The Closing Prayer: On December 1st we remember Nicholas Ferrar, an English 

scholar, businessman and man of religion

Born in London in 1592, Nicholas Ferrar was educated at Clare Hall (now Clare College), 

Cambridge and elected a fellow there in 1610. From 1613-1618 he traveled extensively on 

the continent, and on his return worked with the Virginia Company, and was briefly elected to 

Parliament. In 1625, he moved to Little Gidding in Huntingdonshire, where he was joined by 

his brother and sister and their families and by his mother. They established together a 

community life of prayer, using The Book of Common Prayer, and a life of charitable works in 

the locality. He was ordained to the diaconate by William Laud the year they arrived. He wrote

to his niece in 1631, ‘I purpose and hope by God’s grace to be to you not as a master but as a

partner and fellow student.’ This indicates the depth and feeling of the community life Nicholas

and his family strove to maintain. 

His friend, poet and minister George Herbert on his deathbed sent Ferrar the manuscript of 

The Temple, telling him to publish the poems if he thought they might "turn to the advantage 

of any dejected poor soul" and, "If not, let him burn it; for I and it are less than the least of 

God's mercies." Ferrar published them in 1633, and Herbert's poems have remained in print 

ever since. They are considered among the masterworks of the English language. 

Despite difficulties with the Puritans, who were suspicious and referred to them as the 

‘Arminian Nunnery’, the community continued after the death of Nicholas on December 4th 

1637, until his brother John and sister Susanna died twenty years later. The memory of 

Nicholas Ferrar and his family has continued to inspire Christians to lives of prayer, service 

and community. 

Let us Pray: Lord God, make us so reflect your perfect love; that, with your deacon Nicholas 

Ferrar and his household, we may rule ourselves according to your Word, and serve you with 

our whole heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


