
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2016

The Collect: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 

Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 7: 10 – 16 read from the New American Standard Bible

Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; 

make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the 

Lord!” Then he said, “Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the 

patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well? Therefore the Lord Himself 

will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His 

name Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and 

choose good. For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land 

whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.

The Word of the Lord

The Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * shine forth, you that are enthroned

upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * stir up your strength and come to 

help us.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 O Lord God of hosts, * how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * the son of man you have made so 

strong for yourself.

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * give us life, that we may call upon your Name.



18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved.

The Epistle Romans 1: 1 – 7 read from the New Century Version Bible

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus. God called me to be an apostle and chose me to tell the

Good News.

God promised this Good News long ago through his prophets, as it is written in the Holy 

Scriptures. The Good News is about God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. As a man, he was 

born from the family of David. But through the Spirit of holiness he was declared to be God’s 

Son with great power by rising from the dead. Through Christ, God gave me the special work 

of an apostle, which was to lead people of all nations to believe and obey. I do this work for 

him. And you who are in Rome are also called to belong to Jesus Christ.

To all of you in Rome whom God loves and has called to be his holy people: Grace and peace

to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel Matthew 1: 18 – 25 read from the New International Version Bible

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 

Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will 



conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” which means “God with us”.

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary

home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And

he gave him the name Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On December 22nd we remember Charlotte Digges "Lottie" Moon 

Southern Baptist missionary.

Charlotte Digges Moon was a Southern Baptist missionary to China with the Foreign Mission 

Board who spent nearly 40 years, from 1873–to 1912, living and working in China. As a 

teacher and evangelist she laid a foundation for solid support for missions among Baptists in 

America. 

Moon was born to affluent parents who were staunch Baptists, Anna Maria Barclay and 

Edward Harris Moon. She grew up to be 4 ft 3 in (according to one account) on the family's 

1,500 acre slave-labor tobacco plantation called Viewmont, near Scottsville, Virginia. Lottie 

was fourth in a family of five girls and two boys. When Lottie was only thirteen her father died 

in a riverboat accident.

The Moon family valued education, and at age fourteen Lottie went to school at the Baptist-

affiliated Virginia Female Seminary, a high school, later Hollins University and Albemarle 

Female Institute in Charlottesville, Virginia. In 1861 Moon received one of the first Master of 

Arts degrees awarded to a woman by a southern institution. She spoke several languages: 

Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and Spanish. She was also fluent in reading Hebrew. Later, she 

would become expert in Chinese.

A spirited and outspoken girl, Lottie was indifferent to her Christian upbringing until her early 

teens. She underwent a spiritual awakening after a series of revival meetings on the college 

campus. John Broadus, one of the founders of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

led the revival meeting in 1858 where Moon experienced this awakening.



Although educated females in the mid-19th century generally had few career opportunities, 

her older sister Orianna became a physician and served as a Confederate Army doctor during

the American Civil War. Lottie helped her mother maintain the family estate during the war, 

and afterward began a teaching career. She taught at female academies, first in Danville, 

Kentucky and later in Cartersville, Georgia where Moon and her friend, Anna Safford, opened 

Cartersville Female High School in 1871. Moon also joined the First Baptist Church and 

ministered to the impoverished families of Bartow County Georgia.

To the family's surprise, Lottie's younger sister Edmonia accepted a call to go to North China 

as the first single woman Baptist missionary in 1872. By this time the Southern Baptist 

Convention had relaxed its policy against sending single women into the mission field, and 

Lottie soon felt called to follow her sister to China. On July 7th, 1873, the Foreign Mission 

Board officially appointed 32-year-old Lottie as a missionary to China.

Lottie joined her sister Edmonia at the North China Mission Station in Shandong, and began 

her ministry by teaching in a boys school. Edmonia had to return home a short time later for 

health reasons. While accompanying some of the seasoned missionary wives on "country 

visits" to outlying villages, Lottie discovered her passion: direct evangelism. Most mission 

work at that time was done by married men, but the wives of China's missionaries had 

discovered an important reality: Only women could reach Chinese women. Lottie soon 

became frustrated, convinced that her talent was being wasted and could be better put to use 

in evangelism and church planting. She had come to China to "go out among the millions" as 

an evangelist, only to find herself relegated to teaching a school of forty "unstudious" children.

Lottie waged a slow but relentless campaign to give women missionaries the freedom to 

minister and have an equal voice in mission proceedings. A prolific writer, she corresponded 

frequently with H. A. Tupper, head of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, informing 

him of the realities of mission work and the desperate need for more workers—both women 

and men.

Throughout her missionary career, Moon faced plague, famine, revolution, and war. The first 

Sino-Japanese War in 1894, the Boxer Rebellion of 1900 and the Chinese Nationalist uprising



which overthrew the Qing Dynasty in 1911 all profoundly affected mission work. Famine and 

disease took their toll, as well. When Moon returned from her second furlough in 1904, she 

was deeply struck by the suffering of the people who were literally starving to death all around

her. She pleaded for more money and more resources, but the mission board was heavily in 

debt and could send nothing. Mission salaries were voluntarily cut. Unknown to her fellow 

missionaries, Moon shared her personal finances and food with anyone in need around her, 

severely affecting both her physical and mental health. In 1912, she only weighed 50 pounds. 

Alarmed, fellow missionaries arranged for her to be sent back home to the United States with 

a missionary companion. However, Moon died en route at the age of 72, on December 24th, 

1912, in the harbor of Kobe, Japan. Her body was cremated and the remains returned to her 

family in Crewe, Virginia, for burial.

Lottie Moon has come to personify the missionary spirit for Southern Baptists and many other 

Christians, as well. The annual Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Missions has raised more 

than $1.5 billion for missions since 1888, and finances half the entire Southern Baptist 

missions budget every year.

Let us pray: O God, in Christ Jesus you have brought Good News to those who are far off 

and to those who are near: We praise you for awakening in your servant Lottie Moon a zeal 

for your mission and for her faithful witness among the peoples of China. Stir up in us the 

same desire for your work throughout the world, and give us the grace and means to 

accomplish it; through the same Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


