
First Sunday after the Epiphany, January 8, 2017 Year A

The Collect: Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 

him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized 

into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 

Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 42: 1 – 9 read from the International Children's Bible

“Here is my servant, the one I support. He is the one I chose, and I am pleased with him. I will

put my Spirit in him. And he will bring justice to all nations. He will not cry out or yell. He will 

not speak loudly in the streets. He will not break a crushed blade of grass. He will not put out 

even a weak flame. He will bring justice and find what is true. He will not lose hope or give up

until he brings justice to the world. And people far away will trust his teachings.”

God, the Lord, said these things. He created the skies and stretched them out. He spread out 

the earth and everything on it. He gives life to all people on earth. He gives life to everyone 

who walks on the earth. The Lord says, “I called you to do right. And I will hold your hand. I 

will protect you. You will be the sign of my agreement with the people. You will be a light to 

shine for all people. You will help the blind to see. You will free those who are in prison. You 

will lead those who live in darkness out of their prison.

“I am the Lord. That is my name. I will not give my glory to another. I will not let idols take the 

praise that should be mine. The things I said would happen have happened. And now I tell 

you about new things. Before those things happen, I tell you about them.”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 29 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.



3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * the Lord is upon the 

mighty waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * and strips the forests bare.

9 And in the temple of the Lord * all are crying, "Glory!"

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * the Lord shall give his people the blessing of 

peace.

The Second Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 read from the King James Bible

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 

persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 

him. The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: 

(he is Lord of all:) That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and 

began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 

that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in 

Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God raised up the third day, and 

shewed him openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, 

who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.

And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was 

ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To him give all the prophets witness, that 

through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 

The Word of the Lord



The Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 read from the Lexham English Bible

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John in order to be baptized by him. But John 

tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it now, for in this way it is right for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he permitted him. 

Now after he was baptized, Jesus immediately went up from the water, and behold, the 

heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove coming upon him. And 

behold, there was a voice from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On January 9th we remember Julia Chester Emery, Upholder of 

Missions

Julia was one of eleven children born to a devout Episcopalian and sea captain Charles 

Emery and his wife Susan. The majority of the siblings distinguished themselves in religious 

service. Two sons became priests. Three other daughters (Susan, Margaret and Helen) also 

supported Episcopal missions at home and abroad, including making their home available to 

foreign missionaries visiting the United States. Julia's sister Mary preceded her as National 

Secretary of the Auxiliary of the Board of Missions, serving from 1872 to 1876.  At that point, 

Julia took over, and continued as National Secretary of the Auxiliary for forty years, from 1876

to 1916.

She visited every diocese in the United States, coordinating and encouraging work in support 

of missions. She traveled to London as a delegate to the Pan-Anglican Congress. She 

traveled to Japan, inland China, Hong Kong, and the Philippines to advance missionary work 

there, and to be able to report on it to the Episcopal women in the United States.

It was Julia who invented the United Thank Offering (UTO). This works by giving each woman

a small box with a slit in the top (sort of a cardboard piggy bank), and encouraging her to drop

a small contribution into it whenever she feels thankful about something. Once a year, the 



women of the parish present these at the Sunday service, and the money is sent to national 

headquarters to be used for missions.

"Miss Julia" died in New York City, January 9th, 1922 and is buried in the cemetery of St. 

James the Less in Scarsdale Westchester County New York.

Let us pray: O Almighty God, who have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses: Grant

that we, encouraged by the good example of your servant Julia, may persevere in running the

race that is set before us, until at last we may with her attain to your eternal joy; through 

Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


